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In his History of the Norwedian Settlements (De Norske Settlemen-
ters Historie, 1908)Holand states, p. 184, that the first immigrant
from Valdres was: Guul Guttormson from Ildjermstad, Hedalen. He had
left home and got work in a dye works in Modum. There he learned a-
bout the opportunities in America, and as a consequence emigrated in
1843 and came to Rock Prairie, Wis.. Higd letters to his acquaintan-
ces at homecﬁg/éaid to have stimulated immigration from southern Val-
dres and caused the beginning of emigration from the county. In his
iate book, TCen Sidste Folkevandring, 1931, ¥r. Boland still stiatcs
that Cuul was the firsi Valdris to emigrate, and to have stimulated
his compatriots to move to America, by the letters he wrote home.

Neverthelesgjﬁoland shows, in his firdt book, that Endre Endresen
Fudi from Burum, and his brothers Frik and Asle, came in 183%. (F.
101). They had moved to Voss some years earlier. Endre had married at
Voss, .and his yound son Erik, who became known as Erick Anderson, the

irst typesetter in a Norwegian printing office in America, and after-
ward one of the founders of the Valdris settlement in Winneskiek Coun-
ty, Jowa, had been born at Voss. These Rudi brothers joined the midra=
tton from Voss at its very bedinming. '

Like Guul Guitormson the Rudis had learned about opportunities in

America after they had gone from their home community; out at least

Endre had lived at Voss for years. Whether their emigration stimula-
ted the later movement of rmigdration from upper Valdres, as did Guul's
going, in respect to lower Valdres, is not plainly evident. But Peul
tnderson Norland came in 1843, the year #p Cuul's coming. EBe was a
vangsgjeldind, attended Eeloit Collegde 1844, and became one ofi the
pioneer Lutheran ministers. He was pastor of the Lutheran church in
Chicagdo, 1848-81, to which the early colony of Vossings belonged.

In a letter to me (#A.A.Veblen) of date 1909, Mr. Holand refers to
a still earlier immigrant from Valdres, Anders ved Leira "who came to
Cincinnati in 1834". Also Peder 4. Veien, of Glenwood, Minn. mentions
among early immigrants, "apnders Leira antagelig i 1835%. ('See SAMEAND,
June, 1931, p. B62.)

The movement of midration to America from upper Valdres definitely
began with the doing over in 1848 of Stefan Olson Helle and htis bro-
ther Ole. Stefan was someiimes called Stefan Kubaike, the iatter be-
ing sometimes used as the local designation of that part of Hzlle
that the family owned or occupied.
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In the vernacular of Burum :Annex, in which Helle is situated, thisl
name is pronounced as if it were spelled Steffan, Thus Steffan Kubakke
But the regular form, in documenﬁﬁwﬁfgbﬁfcords, was Stefan inen Bell:
Possibly the form Stephen was used 1% lﬁqtold that when the brothers
came td have papers made out, as i&ﬁ@eclapation of Intention™ which
preceded their pre-emption of land, they found that American official:s
pronounced Belle as one syllable. They did not resori to ﬁée device
of chandging the spelling, as later arrivals heve sometimes done, mak-
ing Hellie, for instance., But they simply left the farm name off., Ste-
fan's name became Stephen Olson legally and in commecn use; though his
compatriots continued to call him Steffan Kubakke.

Stefan and father were chums and were pariners in Carpenter and cab-
inet-making work. They worked todether at their trade in different
parts of Sogn and elsewhere. How early they bedan to olan to smicrate
T can not recall father tellind; but it becamwe a matter of considerz-

TS

tion between ther whiie they were working todetner. They both had to
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serve their allotted duty as veacetime soldiers. This invelived Tiug
years as members of the liune, with a season of drill sach year. Tois
was Iollowed by five years in ihe reserve, during which the avoearanc
in formation was mostiiy of a perfunctory nature; but they were subjec
to orders and were obliged to maintain the ordanization and ksev thei:
squipment in order. '

Father was called to the colors and to begin drill at tweniv-two an
a half. During the five yesars in the line, while drilling in the sum-
rer time, he workedat various tasks and in different places durind th
rest of the vear, and closely saved his earninds. By the time he had
served two years in the reserve (landevzrn) he was ready to emidrate;
and on making a petition in due forr he was discharged from further
wilitary duty. Be taus served seven of the ten years total military
ooligdation of ablebodied yound men.

Stefan met the militarv reoquirement in a different method., It was
possible for & certain number to obtain leave to substitute one year':
service in the darrison ait the capital for the five years ordinarily
recuired in the line. Young men who were well-conditioned as to means
and otherwise met the recouirements often took this method of cetting
through the military dut fin a single year's time., For ambitious =men
the chance of attendind evening schools and doind somsthning toward
learning trades, bhis wethod of workind out their militarv recouniremen-

proved both attractive ana aavaniadeous., Stefan Helle, oeing snaovled
to aveail himself of this privilede, took this method; znd he made the
rost of thzs opporftunities it involved.

I do not know what yecar Stefan served in the garrison at Osio., He
may have spent a second year in Oslo; but in his relation, 2s mads to
J%?occurs BREUL the following: "Then began the fifth year ol se&rvice.
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That year we drilled at "Slirgbrznno”. That year Stefan went to_Kristi

an (6slo); and in the fall I rented tools of Stefen, and went to Lzr-

dal on'my own: %%%Ei:Ngﬁtﬁéar's.'That winter I carpentered at hone,

partly for mywelf and partly for others."
This was probably the year that father completed his outfit of car-

penter tools. To begin with, in his working with Stefan, he did not

have a complete outfit of tools but used such tools as Stefan could

lend him. He was too poor to buy a kit. Such matters as must be bought
like brace, bits, aygers, and saw-blades, he bought from time to tinge,

Lis tas ara-

as he could spare the funds “ﬁﬁ? he made all the wood parts out or,woc
mostly mapla,'suéﬁfgaw-frames, chisel handles, all sorts of planes,
very complete and fine kit of tools; and an ingeniusly desidgned chest
{4 contain them. Such steel and iron parts as could be made by & loca]
blacksmith were made by Stefan's brother, Thomas Helle. Of such & pair

of hammers were especially finely made.

’

v $hen Thomas and Kari Veblen in 1847 left their native township of
Burum in Valdres County, Norway, to begin their journey to the land
of promise, they were one of the first three married couples theat
emigrated from their parish. Thomas was .in his twenty-ninth year. His
wife was seven years younger. After their plans were made and prepa-
rations for the trip completed, their infaﬁf first-born was taken
sick and died, and his funerql took place after the other members of

- their small perty of emigfants had started. Leaving on the second of

May, the bereaved parents overtook their fellow travelers on the way
to Drammen. There they Fé€¥€ joined a larger party that sailed for
Hamburg on the two-master "den Gode Mening", Captain Hannevig,.about
May 20th.

The voyage to Hamburg was prolonged by calms and contrary winds and
consumed & good.week's time. Arrived at the @erman port, These Nor-
wegian enmigrants were left stranded, deserted by the captain who had
undertaken to provide for their further passagde across the Atlantic.
They were found in this predicament by the later famous whale-catbher
Captain Svend Foyn, who came to Hamburg with a cargo of blubber from
a sealing cruise in the north, and who agreed to take them to America
in his little sealing and whaling ship'"Haabet". The men of the party
went to .work helping to clean the ship and prépare it for the passen-
gers. After the long delay of a month or more, Foyn set sail from Ham-
burg for what proved a stormy voyage of eleven weeks to Quebec,

The staunch little ship, built for cruising for seals and for whales
in the arctic seas, was doubtless as seaworthy a craft as Norwegian

shipbuilders could produce. Rut being a small ship, it rolled and



pitched uncomfortably in the stormy weather .which it encountered.gib
There was much sickness among the passengers, and especially the
children. All of these that were below the age of six died &n the
ocean.

The emigrants had been plentifully provisioned from their home§in
Norway, but owing to the long trip of twenty:weseks, their supplies
began to give out before the end. They would have been in dire straits
had it not been for the provident measure taken by Captain Foyn, who
had laid in extra stores from which he generously supplied the hungry
passengers, as their own supplies began to run short. Svend Foyn,
not only in saving his chardes from starvation, but in his wise and
fatherly conduct of the company, earned and received the boundless
gratitude and affection of the emigrants.

This of course he earned in the first place by his compassion with
his countrymen as he found them stranded in Hamburg, that caused him
to offer them the use of his ship and fitting it up for the passage.
But in all their troubles .or problems he was to them a watchful men-
tor and aid, giving them advice and cheer in their sickness and fur-
nishing them medicines. When the sickly and weakened travelers made
port at Ouebec, Foyn saw to it that they got properly through quaran-
tine were safely started on their journey to their destination by way
of the great lakes. :

At the time of their landing from "Haabet" Thomas UmBlen was barely
able to walk, as he had succumbed to an attack of fever toward the
end of the voyage. Foyn directed him to have his tongue well cleaned,
rubbed his face with brandy to overcome his pallor, and prompted his
wife, Karf, to steady hir in his’/walk as they passed the inspecting
physician. Thus the captain helped them to go on with their fellows
instead of their being delayed and left behind at Quebec.

The Trip from Quebec to Milwaukee was in itself a strenuous under-

taking, in which the worn and weakened travelers encouaterea violent
storms. Still the change frow the ocean vovade fo craft That served
for their transport on the lakes was doubtless felt as a certain re-
lief, and the company were prooably in better vidor or health, than
on their departure fromAQuebec, when tey arrived at Milwaukee, on the
sixteenth of September, ,fdur and a half months after leaving their
homes in Norwav oy wits

At ¥ilwaukee the immigrant company dispersed, sowme, and the majority
makino their wavy westward to the frontier inland. Othsrs,Aani awongd

thew the Veblens followed the movemsnt northward along thes wssi skore

D

Lakes Michidan.
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Though weakened by sickness and the hardships of the long irip, QB
Thomas and Kari Veblen found themselves compelled to seek work at onc
on their arrival; for their scant funds were used up to the last tﬁo
or three dollars. In addition to their eqguiprent of clothes and imple-
ments, including his kit 'and chest of tools, but whieh was in all re-
spects complete and full and of the best that could be, fheir resour-
ces consisted of a will to work anéﬁﬁndure primitive conditions until
their industry and skill might brin¢ them the rewards that they never
doubted would come fo them.

As Tather's chum and partaer in work in Norway, Stefan Kubakke had
come over the yvear before, 1845, and with his brother Ole, had svent
the .vear in Y¥ashingdton (now Ozaukee) and ¥enitowoc cournties, Thomss
directed nis first efforts to =2stablishing confact with Qtefan. fccor
ingly, after a nisht's rest in Nilwaukee, he walked the 25 miles nort
to Fori Washincton the next day, the 17th. For their baddage and for
his wife ne hired transporﬁation by team; and she followed in & day
or two,.

At Fort Washington he found Stefan, who dave (or perhaps found) him

work in a fanning mill factory in that plece. Kari also went to work

Q.

etvonee, as maid of deneral house-work in a family named Loomis in Fo
Washindton. These people were very kind to her, and she liked thewm;
out she found herself too weak and worn to work, and after twd wecks
was coxpelled to quit. Meantime Thomas had found himself too weak to
push the vlane at His work in the factory; and he could not go on.
Reing unacle to work steadily, or without interruption of rest and re
cuperation, thev had to obtain employment that better suited their

weagen

(0]

d aad fatigued condition; and in this predicament Sitefan scain
came To their assistancs.
wnen tne orotners, 8tefan and Ole Helle, in 1848, grrivea, they, and

tien-

m

especially the former, went Horth from VMilwaukee and gave their
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tion particulafly to Port Washington and Manitowoc and the lands in
the vicinity of these ports on the Lake. They had boyh acquired, or
taken initiatory steps to the acquition, of parcels of land. Stefan ha
bought lands both in Manitowoc County and near Port Washindton. Sonme
dozen miles north of the latter pori, bul pagesdbls in Sheboydgan County
gggggg E%§ obtained right of pre-emption of a parcel, or maybe had pre

Be now arranged with the Veblens to move unto this land and hold it
for him by making their home there. Meaniime Thomas might be absent at
such times and fovr svch intervals as midht be expedient in his obtain-
ing any work that ne might have the opportunity to do, provided the
wife staid at home. This woulc enatle then to ;gg%ignd re3ain their
strendth. As a compensation for their heip to Stefan, they were to
receive thirty dollars’

Late that fall, 1847,‘Stefan made a trip back to Valdres,and returg

to America in 1848 as.ithe d¢uide of a larde company of Emigrants, while
Ké larde number thét_{ear came in anotiner company, but induced To emi-
(érate by the information diven by him. Among the latter were my uncle
Haldor Veblen and my aunt and uncle Indri and Ole Buade, besides/stefa
's brother Thomas Helle. Durind his absence Stefan left his brothner
Ole in éharge of his affais in Americe,
Troubls now arose with Ole Helle, who refused to pay father the compen
sation he was to receive. and would have nothing to do with the matter

asthgin
The Veblens therefore moved off the land, after having secured.the pre

/N
emptigﬁggg 40 acres of the parcel they had been holding for Stefan.
%hen the Veblens moved off this land a Halling by name of Jens moved
unto it to hold Stefans rignt to it. This man, Jens drowned in the
sorine of 1R84R., before Stefan's reiurn.

His preempiion right to the 40 acres of the Stephen Olson land Tho-

mas Veblsn traded to one Frik i Rrete for the latter's right_221169f
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acres, which Erik had preempted in section 1QJ Town of Holland in She-
boygan County. This was the parcel in "town 13W on which Haldor Veble
filed the following winter and which the brothers farred until 1854.

After Khoras and Kari moved off the Stephen Olson land, as ncted, ir
the soring of 1848, or it any have been late in the winter, Thomas
bousht a lot and built a house on it, in the village of Port OUlac,
gore severn niles south of Port %ashindton. Ulac was a "port™ on Lake
Michigan and had at one time two piers for the accommodation of Shﬂb‘
ping, and enjoyed a lively trade in timber and cord wood. The villade
has londg ado beer vacated and became cultivated farn land.

The villade of rort Ulao'occupied a plat approximately 130 gods ncri

south, by about 80 rods wide , westward fror the Lake, The clat

£,

an
included the SF qr. of the SE qr of Sec. 18; and the NE cr. of tke

NE gr. of Sec. 21; and ard about the north 400 feet of the SE gr. of
the NE or. of Sec. 21; all ir Town 10, Range 22. The lot built on and
owned by Thomas Vebtlen was in the south end of the village. Tt was the

corner loi, Lot 5, Blcck 28; on the NW corner of the int

[(]

rsecticn of

8y

crt Washingtion

U

-

0ad with Grafton Rcoad. Abcut 100 feet north zalong

Tt. Washindion Road, by atcut 50 feet cr. Grafton Eoad, west from the

The mﬂmwmlnmhﬁ 7{}45% &cZ/T/o Rz,
chner/\* e distance to tbﬂ Lake, alofig Grafton poa rey have been
1100 feet, Knut Funde and his wife lived opposite, on the scuth sicg
cf Graften Road, in the NE ccrner of their block.

_ what time of the year 1848 they built the house ok this lot and too
up their residence in it, is not known exactly. Fut they occupied it
at lzcast a full y=zar. I, -Andrew A. Veolen, was born in this house, on
September 24, 1348. Sonetize before this; -Haldor Veblen, my father's

2lder brecther, had arrived; and at vne sare tize came also ny woiher's

fall; and his brother Thomas Helle came at the same time as my uncles
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During their first half-year, more or less, in America, while tbej%
made their home on the Stephen Olson land, they soon regained their
strength. Kari staid continuously at home, which was necessary to keep
up continuous occupancy 2as required by the preemption law. For Thomas
worked during the fall and winter, at such jobs as he could secure,
lardely at his trade as a carpenter. Rut mostly at considerable dis-
tances fror home. I remember his relating how difficult it was tc
find his way home in the 2dark of the night, sspecially Saturday nighte
and how he sometimes had to feel of the trees for the "blanking" ‘that

indicated the paths in the dens

[¢']

forest, since rodds had not been o-
pensd where it was necessary to make his way. Row near it wmay have
been tc neighbors T have no means of krowing; but of course other
clains were keld similarly by other fawilies, mostly voung coubples,
like the Veblens. Mostly there were the bedinnings of clearings sur-
rouniing the claim-shanties. Fut each was cuile isolated, and inter-
course was rnot freguent. Visitors were nol many; and when they caze
they madie red-létter days fdr thelcnely wcmen. These pioneer wounen,
rowever nanaded to ses one another in spite of the practically path-

less distances between them; and mary were the strong attachments ithe

4]
I3
-t
(o8

rade i hose prizitive days.

pfter fether had accuired a sort of equity in a "fortv"™ of the Ste-
pher Olson land and traded tehis for Erik i Erete's "ecuity" in the
"Town Tretten" land, they mcved out of the woois and into the small
corrunity of Fort Ulac. There they at once set up their own rcdest es-
tablishment, and enjoved comwparative comfort. Thoras continued tc ply
his trade or tc work at such jobs as were availatle. Weork was in dema
thouch the wades were not large in buyind pewer for the nzcessities o

tiving. ¥ari managed to carn srall amounts by work that she was skills

in 2nd which was in derard. Poth enjoved dood healtn; and they steadi

- 4



the more remunerative kird in hRis skilled trade. Fut the objectiv

a1l this tine was developing intc a farw of thneir own the quarterssg

land upon which they first rnade their hones, in 1847,

When Haldor arrived, in 1843, he made his howe with Thoras; and h

went to work at once, faor the nost part at cutting cord-wood which”
) ’ -

a leading inzustiry of Ulao. Wocd ¥as the fuel used cy the steamers Q

the laies at that tine; and [lac was a favorite gplace fcr taking in

suprlies of wcoz.

Fy the niidle of tne tollowing winter the orotrhers felt able t¢ ta

possession cf the town thirteen lanz. It was uo¥g convenient for Ha

dor, wno was tindle, 1o occupy the land vy preeagtion. Fecr this purﬁ“

~d

he went to the land cffice at Creen Fay; an2 it was most econorical®

walx)and ro hardship for this hardy an uncomacaly stron2 man. It wWaes
4
1l _
irxksoue to spends sO much workind time.

Tne following is a verbatin cooy of the certiticate issued to hi

Gréen Bay Land Office, Wisconsin.

23 February, 1848. R
I certify that WNr. Balvor Anderson Webler has this day filed*

in this Otffice his detlaratory Statement, claiming the right of pr

emption, under the act of the 4th of September, 1841, to the S8 1/2
of NE 1/4 &N 1/2 of SE quarter of Section number twelve of Townshi
number thirteen north, of Range number twenty 1iwo east, in the Gre
Bay Land District, containing 160 acres; alleging that the 14th duf
of february, 1849 was_the date of his settlement thereon. ”

Now, therefore, if the saidiclsimant shall, within one year frqg
the actual date of his settlement, establish his right to said tradg
by proot satisfactory to the Register and Receiver, of a full compl'
ance with all the requirements of the act, he will be entitled to en:

ter the same in preference to sny other person. i
(Given 8t the Register's Office,

_ 511%257L, the day and date above written,
g _ Joel &. Fisk, Register. .
3/




The misspelling of Haiér's name in thisdocument -illustrates the trou-
ple that immigrants ba&getting their names properly written in this
countiry. often, "indeed generallw their names were written wrong in
such original records as declarations of 'intenticn-to be naturaliZed
and ‘in records of preempting land. Mosily these mistakes were due to
pisunderstandin and lack of care on the part of the officials the new-
comers ercountered ‘in these transactions.

In this case thé name was, in full, Haldor Andersen Veblen, as writt.
in his official credentials that he obtained before be left his home
community. This preexpticn certificate ‘is made out tc Halvor Aclerson
webler. The accuracy of spelling and punctuation of the body of the
docurent made out by WNr. Fisk, the Register, bears witness to his gen-
eral habits of care and accuracy. The certificate was wholly written
out in :longhand; not on a printed form.

as the usual prcceedure was'in those days, Haldor first appearec be-
fore a clerk of a "court of record®, such as would be legally coxre-
tent to make recors? of his de 1aratio%Aan:Qi swe a certificate of the
act. This docuxent was coermonly callec a personr's "first paper". Otter
it was referred to as his "swear paper’.

pt the land office Haldor most likely submitted both the certificate
of declaration of ‘intention ard his credential from Norway, mwcst com-
ronly a "preste-attest”. That 'is, a certificate made out and signed by
the pastor cf the carish., '

In the Necrwedian documents of that time prcper names Were generally
sritten in so-called "Latin” script, which was tne script used in wri-
ing Fnglish, thoudh there were sligsht variations fror usual American
ranner of writing certain letters. The body of the document might be
penced in "Norwegian" script, wkich was ‘essentially the same as "Ger-
ran® scriot. These Ncrwedian documents were commonly exhibited for
the purpose of showing the correct fcro of the name.

»s we see, the register wrote Halver Anderson Webler., This was lixe:
Ly what the clerk of court had made ocut from the preste-attesi. He ra
have been as careful and accurate as vr. Fisk was. The substitutiorn ©
v for 4, making it Halver, may have come about from the fact thatl ir
the "Latin" script writers often used a 4 that resembled the 3 of the
norwedian script, anc which again d4id bear a resexblance to the Eng-
lish small v=(like this ) This being strange to the American cler
he rnaturally suppcsed 1t was a Aistorted v and sc wrote it Ralvor.

The ending -s2n 1in nanes (donericarn writers always wrote -scn, unless
as insiste? urpon, wrich, as a rule was not done. Ixridrants wer
crly inclined o prefer what thev undierstood to be the American
od as contrasted with the olsg country way.

Tn writing W instead V in the last name, the clerk may have nale a

a
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correct copy of the Norwegian oridginal. For :in Norwegiarn w was a redur
dant letter and had the sanme phonetiC»value.as-v.-It-nevér'occurred e>
cept as a capital letter, and properly was used only in names intro-
duced from a foreidn counyry, auch as Germany. The fact that it had t!
same soun'q or value as V caused no confusion if the substitution was

rade. éédmany writers Preferre* to write it as a capital. It could

be ma“e to look better than the sinpler character V. It lent itself
rore easily to flourishing and ornamental penmanship. In reality it
is a double v both in German and Norwegian. In the Norwedian alphabet
3+t has-in fact the nare "dobbelt v". The Valdrises said "dubbel v",.
In an ‘inscription in a bcok in the handwriting of Haldor's father he
writes his name first Anders Haldorsen Veblen, and later on the sane
page, Ancers Haldorsen Weblen. But ‘it was pronounéed like Endlisk and
prerican V. and properly ‘it is V, and not W.

The writing of a final r tor a final n, ‘in Vebler, making it ¥ebler
be due to a wrisunderstanding rather than simple careless on the part

N . ‘ : . . . .
of wr. Flsk,or the clerk of court. Final n. is often written carelessl:

so that it is made to resemble ore form of ?, as often written. Ncw

-—er. 'is a common ending of names in Norwedian, while -er is not sc com
‘won. In Fncllsybames -er is, on the other hand, gquite cormon. Tndeed

so uncommon is -en in Engllsn napes that nhere ‘it occurs in foreign

‘nares, %hel Arerican writers quite habitually make it -in. Indeed tke

rost frecuert misspelling of Veblen is Veblin.

-The above considerations sufficiently account for the rutilation cf
+his nane, Haldor Andersern Veblen, by which it became Halver Anderson
Wetler. .

1 have noct seen HalZor's first paper, that I can remember. But T re
rember very well Father's firs$t pagper. It was made out on a.printed
form, with the names and dates written in. The clerk who.wrote the
nare at the beginning of the docurent clearly meant to leave out "Veb
len® as something that he considered immaterial or not esserntial; for
Thoras Anderson was centerec in the space for the rame. *her the use
of veblern é%ugﬁpart of the name was insisted upcn, It was crowded in
after the Anderson, clearly as an afterthcught. The clerk made it °
Webber.'Thascapital ¥ is ,oubtlessfuo the use of ¥ in father's Norwe-
gian credential, which he submitted according to usual practice. Fut
the eest of the error is surely due tc the clerk's misreading of ttre

~pandwritind place2d before hkim., If he had depended on father's pronurn-

ciation of nis name he woculZd never have made it Wetbter. This ignoring
of Norwediarn farm-nazes, ir the names of immigrants, was cuite usual
orn the part of Clerks of courts and other officials that wrote down
names for record ané in Zocunernts of ‘importance. They wculd reascn
srson, Johnqgnr Chrig¥oprerson, Olson, or any name ending -50n

[m,w] o & Swmnng | G Tl o e Wumﬁ%%



Tt will be remembered that the right to preempting -the 160 acres
of Town 13 land had been acquired by Thomas Veblen by trading Erik

{ prete his right to 40 acres of the Stephen-Olson land on which

Thomas and Kari first made their. home in 1847. On this:T 13 land
Frik had probably built a claim shanty, which Haldor occupied on
his entering upon occupancy of the land 'in February, 1849. If a
shanty had not already been built, Haldor would erect one himself,
but of course with the help of Thomas. '

Whatever the origin of the shanty, it stood on the east side of

a pond of about 100 feet diameter, situated on the south-east for-
ty of the claim. I. e;, the NE wr of SE wr of Sec. 12. Later the
farm buildings were built at this site by the pond. This claim
shanty was perhaps 12 x 12 feet, roughly built of round logs, tigh
1y chinked between the logs. The roof, which was thatched with
earth, sloped from one wall to the oppoeite; and ander the lower
part of the roof there was not roox for a ¢grown person to stand
upright.

All clair shanties were -built of logs and in this style; and
houses built so as to have a roof in a single slope, were called
shanties, whatever the material used and however well built.

There were log shanties and board shanties. T 40 not remember: see-
ing a stone shanty; but I rememxber that a shanty was not taken to
be a large structure. The fact that the logs protruded at uneven
lengtkbs at the corners prompts me to believe that it had been e-
rected before Haldor's filing on the land; For T can not imagine
that the brothers woutd leave the corners in the unfinished, rag-
ged shape that they were. '

Halder of course lived in this shanty from the time of his en-
try until title to the land had been acquired according to re-
quirements of the law. How much of the land Haldor cleared while
alone upon the land can not be told; but much of the timber he
felled he chopped into cord wood, which he sold at some lake pier,
and carefully saved the funds toward the purchase of the claim.

Thomas and Kari continued their residence in- Ulao, where he con-

~tinued to earn funds toward the purchase of the preempted larnd and

toward the expenses of settling upon the claim. But in the spring
or summer of 1849 they disposed of their town-dot and house and
roved to Town 13 to set about establishing their homwe on the clair
Haldor's clair shanty wouli not prove a commodious residence for
a family of four, until a better house could be built. But they
found temporary gquarters in a house belonging to an Aude} Endre
Serlie and his wife Rerit, on land which adjoined their own claim
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on the north. There they lived while preparing their own land for



their occupancy, probably until the stable had been. done and the
dwelling house had been made .ready for housekeeping, probably late
in 1849. |

The brotbers divided the land between then so that Haldor took
the west 80 .acres, and Thomas the east 8C, on which were the pond
and claim shanty. When they paid for the land they borrowed fifty
dollars to supplement the funds they were able to- produce. On this
‘loan they paid "interest at the rate of:50 per cent. per annur; but
they managed-tOspa§ this loan .in a.fairly short time.:It seexs
they scld off a portion of their land to-some neighbof, so that
each had somewhat less -than a full . eighty-left, The price of gov-
ernpent land was-$1.25 peracre, which would make the price of a
quarter'section*$200.00§ ard this was probably the sum the broth-
ers paid. Thomas would need additional funds for materials and e~
quipment "in establishing his Lousehold on his part of the claim.

Thowas and Kari were well equipped with clothes from Norway, so
that they needed to spenf but little of their earnindgs for clothin
in the bedinning. Kari was skilled not only in spinning and weavin
but made not only all her own clothes, but also what the men wore,
besides keeping them in repair. At the time they moved from {leo,
they had not only acquired a good equipment of household goods of
‘all kinds, including such items as he had made; dbut they had at
least one cow and a calf, probably alsoc pigs. I remember hearing
them tell of driving the animals along, or after, the wagon on whi
‘were loaded their goods. The distance traveled would be about 24
riles, and the wagon was hauled by oxen.  The progress would be
slow; and they no doubt traversed most, probably all, of the road
afoot, taking turns in carrying the child.. This was not referred
to as a hardship; for they were young and vigorous people,: to
whor trudging a whole day's journey afoot did not appear a hard-
ship. The load of goods was doubtless heavy, and they would avoid
adding their own weight to the already full load.

¥hether they made the distance ‘in one day,: T 40 not know, I be-
lieve they stopped over one night on the way. There were acquaint-
ances that accompanied them most, if not all the way; and the yea-
ther was fair and bright and the road at its best. Arrived in Town
thirteen, they established themselves temporarily in the Serlie
house just north of the claim.

Haldor worked his land, and cleared a portion of it for cultiva-
tion; but he built no buildinds on it. He siwmply made his home wit

and Kari, and ever after formed a member of their household

éﬂ' rothers worked together in most of their operations. Thus Hal
éor never supplied himself with animals of any kind por with those

Y



implements that were operated by team:(oxen). The brothers oper-
ated their two patcels,»cooperatviely-and jointly, as if it were
one plant, In this way they got along very efficiently and econon-
ically and prospered; until in.1853'Haldor sold his land to a
pDutchman by name of Laarmann, OT possibly Lahrmann, as it was pro-
nounced. ' '

.The.pond beside which the homestedd was built up ., was, as told,
on the SE forty of the claim, fairly well toward the centre of the
180 acres. Tt was something like three -miles from the lake shore.
‘first the claim shanty had been built east Qthhe pond. The house
stood near the shanty a little to-the south-east. Rack and NE of
the house stood the stable, Rack of the house but to the south was
the barn. The shanty was used as a store house and wash-house;
and these four buildings were randed about an interior yard, while
the barn-yard was back of the stable and barnmgﬁ the east.  The H#¢
dwellirg house was built of log¢s hewn smooth Shtside and ‘in, and
was two full stories, with a two-story porch the length of the
housg,and on the north. The stair# to the upper floor was on the
porch; and the door into the upper floor was about the middle of
‘the upper porch floor,: and full height under the north eave. There
was no roof over the upper porch. There were no stairs inside. The
arrangexent was the same as‘in houses at home 'in Valdres,: except
that the porch was not enclosed as was the method in Valdres. It
may have been planned originally, to enclose the porch)and-roof‘it
over; and this plan may bémﬁeld.in abeyance, pending other build—
ing plans. This T g¢athered from conversations with the parents
long after.

Under the house was a large, high cellar, with a high entrance
from the slope toward the pond, on the west, Inside there was a
trap-door way to the cellar. The house had a shingled roof in- two
slopes from the ridge which ran north and south. The windows were
all high, "two-sash™ . The house was not divided by partitions;
but beds were curtained in and there were well defined and defi-
nédareas set off for the various purposes that a home serves,
such as kitchen, sleeping places, sitting, or various sorts of wor
The house was a commodious dwelling; but-it is difficult for me tc
venture a ‘statement as to size and dimensions. At one time it gave
accommodation to our ewn family of five and Haldor, besides ¢drand-
rother Runie and her husband, Einar, and their two boys of about
eight and ten.
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‘The stable and barn were also built of logs, -which in these
‘buildings:-were not hewn flat, but left round; and they were roofed
with oak' shakes. The stable was tightly chinked between the logs,

. for wareth of courseThe stable housed the cows and oxen, and haid
-bins for sheep and contained-a room or division for pig¢gs, and ther
were quarters for fowl, Geese, ducks, chickens, It was a building
that spread over a large area. It had a loft for storing hay,.

The barn was a capacious structure. In the centre, or middle, wa
the large barn floor afforaﬁk drive-way about a dozen feet wide., 1
was raised two or three feet above the floors of the large bays on
either side that served to-store the harvested grain. Tnclined bri
ges led up to the. sides of the floor, for hauling up, and ‘in, the
large loads of grain in sheaves.The barn was thus a long structure
, extending north and south, at least 45 feet, likely more; and
could not have been much under 29 feet wide; for there was room in
side for a loaded wagon with a teaxr hauling. At the ends of the ce
tral passage, the barn floor, were double barn-door?iwinging to ei
ther side outside, Each swing part was at least 12 et high and
six feet wide. In one of the large doors, on the west, or front
‘was 'a smzaller door for the passage of persons without requir&Qfope
‘atfsg-a large door, except for the passade of the wagon. I rerem-
“ber-well the detail of the wcoden laich on this subsidiary door,
which was home-rade. ’ ‘

'On the-barn- floor-the-mentused to thrash the ¢rain with flails.
*Eis-they-didrespecially:whenvthe»-eatber-was:such that out-door
.work: could.not be done, as.when it:snowed or was:stormzy.But when
-the:land-had-been so far.cleared-that-there: was-much dgrain-to-be
.threshed they-hired-a-maechine-for it. This-thresher was-crude:and
-simple, -consisting ofatwo-horse power.and a thresher-that:-left-the
"grain‘mixed-in-the-chaff, to-be winnowed out afterward, -by-the far
‘ning-mill. -The:"power" was of the sort:-in whiech-the-horses walkec
-up-an-inclined plane,which kept-ccntinually-slippirgd-away urder
-gheir -weight, snd was- geared-to a large-wheel-that -drove a-belt pe
'sing over-a small pulley on-the axle of -the-tocthed-cylinder-to
whose:action the dry grain was-fed.

Afterfficmas¢Veb1en%moved=from'Ulao:and unto-the Town Thirteen
-claim, -he -never worked-at-his:trade of - Carpenter. for others; but
-gave his'interest and energy to the business of farming.'He built
-his:own-Buildingyard -such furniture and implement equipment as-he
could advantageously make rather than-buy. Often he would help his
neighbors by exchanding his skilled.work for their common work, as
in building or finishing buildings or in"waking implements like
‘harrows, -sleds,. and the like. Put he never took jobs to work for



cthers. He maintained :a good kit:and outfit of:tools of‘'the'best
‘grade; -and ‘he-used-to obtain:the -latest:sort of:improved wood work
.ing :appliances,..and kept:well-equipped-with:such-tools-as could:be
~ﬁseful%1n:his*shilledﬂhandsfon'the'farm.iﬂe:aliays kept:in:the-bes
of confition-a regular-aabinet-maker's bénch, -with:-the tools:in
‘gshape for:instant‘-use,.-as OCCasion-might'arise.{}nﬂtime he-becanme
‘a gcodzwagon-maker,-and%later~became:a very good -stone-mason -and
.bricklayer; ‘and :did good -work-at plumbipg."These»trades-he plied
only for himself, -as occasions-arose for ‘their :application or need

@n pioneer ‘times, ‘in this country of heavy,: dense forest,:  largel
or mostly of hardwood, the.axe was -th most.important tool or -imple
rent. Every one -had -to use the.axe, and-many used ‘it day -after day
for years, -in clearing land-and -in chopping wood of which grest
quantities were -in demand for fuel-in steam:wrachinery of -all kindes
Cutting timber for the trade, and such required things as fence-
rails, all called for the use of the axe. While a dreat many point
-about an axe must be considered ‘in 1ts adaptation to 2ifferernt use
.and to the habits or characteristics of -individual choppers, -the
_must have -a handle that must be fully adapted to the user and cir-
curstances of ‘its use. -Choosing -a handle was:as much a matter of
judgment as the choosing of the axe:itself; and many handles must
be supplied for any.axel duwnnia Mj'iéfkﬁ

There was therefore a larde .rade in axebandles. For not many o
choppershad the gift of making acceptable handles. Machine rade he
dles were obtainable, but good hand-made were preferred. Therefore
there was . a ready 'sale of such. Thomas and:Haldor were good axhanc
rakers;vandrderived no little redenuve fror-the sale of their prod-
uct. I can. remesber how they sat and ‘industriously :whittled handle
during the long winter evenings, with the rest of the household
.gathered with thex about the broad hearth of the rambling kitchen
stove, the women plying their sewing, spinning, or knittiing. ' Then
there would be reminiscent talk a_bout the home comzxunity in Norwea
and the old neighbors there; or the best racontekr in the group
.would .entertain with relating ocld ledends or:the o0ld folk tales (&
ventyr). Some might start .a sond and those who could sing would
join. These evening sessions were joyous occasions, and were espe-
cially prized by the youngsters, sho kept wide awake as late as th
brivilege of listening might be extended.

One might suppose that a helve might last ¢denerally as long as
the axe; but the handle might have to be replaczg%yf?ﬁgg the helve
gserved to give morentum to the iron and steel tog} as the chopper
swung it with his might. But it might happen that a misdirected
blow might be received on some part of the slender shaft; and then

1t would be sp) or a shake would be started, which inevitabl
nteped



resulted in the speedy ruin of the bandle. In the process of trimming
linbs of&the'stem of trees, the handle, near the axe, would come into
contact with projections on the limb or on the stem. Each time its
surface would be more or less.ecuffed; and in time the wood was worn
away .until the handle would break or a crack would .start, .which meant
_the .end of -its usefulnmess. On bare ground chopperx seldonm missed the
.aim of the.swinging“blows;'but.wbed there was snow.a ran's footing
right give way, and:if this happened while the.axe;was'ibving,'it
would likegﬁiss'the.spot.aimed,at,,and.either thg;axe or the handle
might be splintered, generally the latter.

The material used for handles was usually hickory. It would be spli
into billets of the right thickness, and these trimmed roughly to #Xi
shape with the axe. Sometimes the billet would ‘be furtker trimmed by
a draw-knife,-orﬁi('shingle—knife'. Put the whittling was done with ¢
stout knife. The Norwegian sheathknives that the Veblens had brought
were most admirably adapted to whittling axehandles. These sheathkniv
were preesinently whittling knives.

After the handle had been whittled to shape, the small ridges left
in this process, were scraped down to: smoothness with bits of broken
window glass. The Veblen brothers were renowned makers of handles, I
rerember Haldor boasting that they usually got an extras :siX-pence mo:
for a dozen handles than-the usual price. The exact.length of .an axe-
handle ] have fordgotten; but T know that fencerails were cut off four
lengths of the .axe and handle; and . a rail was counted eleven feet in
length.

The mention of the stove .about which the farily gathered of evening
prompts a few words about the kitchen stoves of ‘eamly pioneer tirmes.
The "kitchen® stove served not only for cooking and baking. It was t}
only stove of the houses, which were mostly one-room on each floor (:
there were twod stories). A full size stove was the most conmspicuous,
.and the dominating object in the room., In our house the pipe rcse ne:
the west wall to the chimney, which rose through the peak of the roo:
and near the end.Next the wall was the capacious baking oven, which
would hold twoo large breai pans, one above the other. Above the cver
‘was room for two large pots side by side. Between the pot-holes was
‘removable piece to bive a place for the boiler -in place of the pots.
A full size boiler would be any way twoo feet long. This-indicates
‘that the stove would be a full two feet wide; and likely somewhat mo1
In front of the place for the boiler, or pots,and at' a six -inch lowe:
level Kor perhaps more) and at the foot of a steeply inclined plane,
was a duplicate of the rear pot-holes and place for the boiler. Unde:;

L -
neath was the firebox, whiSh WaEfd take a generous filling of wood.
The bottom of the firebox and that of the oven were nearly on the sar
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‘level; ‘but the rear pair of -legs, or *stove-feet", were somewhat:loRs
ger than the front pair. :Above and back of the oven, the smoke and
hot air from the fire entered the smoke pipe. .At this point was th
dagper. When this was open, that is turned bacg,tbe ssoke had free
-egress to the smoke pipe. When the dapper was closed, that-is,: tur
up vertically, it shut off the passage to the smoke pipe, and the’
stream of smoke and air divided and descended back of and under the
'gsides of the oven, joining into a single siream that ascended. back of
the middle of the oven to the smoke pipe, thus heating the oven ‘_
In front of and at the bottom of the firebox, the hearth spread. the
width of the stove and about two-thirds as far forward. In it was‘a -
glide to regulate the draft; and underneath was the capaciouS'ashvpit
The wide and 2eep hearth formed a convenient platform for setting ob-

F ey T Eeme ce - e - = = [P

Remembering that snch a stove served the purpose of a cooking.and.
baking stove as well as a heater, for the oftenest rather large room
that served as kitchen, living roor, and sleeping quarters of -a famil
of several persons, it is seen that it zust be of goodly proportious'
and that it was a piece of dominating appearance. .

The "upstairs® of two—story, and story-and-a-half, houses,was EoSt-
1y heated by a sheet-iron draw through which the szoke and hot air. '
frox the stove, beneath, passed on the way to the chimney., It :is a .
fact that the pioneer dwellings in the timbered sections, were fairly
rooxy, hig¢h and of good ‘length and width. Timbering up four walls of
long %ogs took not much more work than that for shorter logs. And- '
there was always zaterial in plenty to keep on adding logs to any:de-
gsired height. It was quite a different matter to be generous.uitb;ﬁ
space that zust be enclosed with sod, or with stuff that had to-be:
hauled a long distance, and whose cost would play havoc with the- set-

“tlers oftenest very slender purse. Alsa, the settler in the- timberé;
had an inexhaustible supply of the -best sort of fuel to heat up hisy:
-larger house; while the prairie settler was hard put to it to obtaiﬁj
fuel for his-lirzited .room.

The pond by .which the horestead .was built was of course fed by- 'Y
spring, or springs; for .it had no visible inlet; but out of:it- flog g
a rivulet of considerable voluze, across which was placed .a .serie
sticks, driven into the bottom, to serve as a scﬁgen }o keep the
ducks and dgeese in the pond from swimming 3&1 éf'fﬁg pona “For .a
while I remezber we had .a few ducks, But the keeping of géese.-asaaw
specially cultivated industry, for their feathers which were used-to
f111 pillows and feather beds. Plucking the geese at the season of

of their molting was a performance, which is rememxbered especially
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for the noise .incident to the operation. The fowls .would screem. Qﬁ;”{
truzpet loudly. Their wings would have to be held or tied at the: ha'ﬁ
1f they got their wings loose, the picker and the goose would dia;géﬁ
pear :in a dense, white cloud, until quiet had been restored. and. the””
cloud :in time settled. The gander was a very stately bird, and coulaﬁ
give vicious pinches with his ready bill. Whenever strange persons.
animals approached the hoxestead the geese .announced the fact by %w
their loud trumpetings, well serving the purpose of :a vatch-dog, 'h
was not kept on this place. The pond was especially rich in small ‘
fish, on which the ducks and geese fed, L

Long after the family had moved away this pond dried up and left a
bowlshaped depression, which was entirely dry, with no sign of the °
forzer rivulet, This was doubtless due to the chande .in drainage ree"
sulting foor the complete clearing away of the timber of that region.

On this land were found a number of relics of Indian life, such:as
hatchess of stone and an axe that weighed several pounds, Most of”fg
these objects had been broken, so that they may simply have been;a{g?
bandoned., They were turned by the plow, the last year or two of our.
occupancy, after the atump§~began to disappear. ‘A large number of .
flint arrowheads, many of them in perfect condition, were thus fodﬁﬂs
.1 remexber that the men used to save these stone objects and give'mﬂ'
to us children. By the time when we left the place, .in 1854, -1-ha
.gcores of arrowheads, -stored rostly under the porch. When in 1897
‘revisited the place, the old buildings had long since been-taken: alay
.and a nex homestead had -been-built, in modern fashion, -elsewhere; pnd
‘the old home site was part of -a grain field frox which the grain-had
.just been stacked. -In this field T located-the site of the former ;?1
dwelling, by finding a sjot where-several arrowheads appeared in- tha
.80il. The owners told me that was the exact spot covered by the porch

of the old log dwelling. ‘
-The-entire quarter section was dry, well drained land, -entirely'cov

ered with heavy deciduous timber, mostly harduobd including a la{te
proportion of oak, maple, beech, and ash; but near the north-east: -cor
ner were two or three white pine trees of quite larde size, Near the
pond and directly ‘in front of the house stood a particularly .and stav
ly tag#rac, which on account of its notable appearance Haldé} chose”
to leave standiing, when he cleared that spot. My most vivid memory”df
the place is of this tree's being struck by lightning, arnd splintered
corpletelyinto a large number of emall and large stakes. Some of thes
were driven into the ground, mostly upright, and to such a depth that
they had to be chopped down , as firmxly rooted saplings were cut. ‘A
splintééred Stump at least forty feet high, was all that was left on‘w
{Eg‘sggtely tamérac.
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First, recapitulating briefly: Thomas and Kari Veblen -arrived at;? 5
Wwashington in Sept.,- 1847. They lived in the soutbern portion of: she |
boygan County, on the Stephen Olson landuntil early .in 1848, when .-
they bought a lot in Ulao and built themselves a house, ‘in which the
lived till the sunamer, 1849,‘-here their son Apdrew was born ‘Septemb
o4, 1848. The summer,: 1849, they moved :into the Serlie house; and fr
that unto their own land in'T. 13, R. 22, in Sheboygan County. 2

Baldor Veblen arrived early ‘in September, 1848, and lived with: Thom
as and Kari till he preempted the 180 acres of land ‘'in T. 13,° R. :22.
in February, 1849.

At the same time that:Haldor came, came also Ole and Ingri Bunde, K

ri*s brother and sister. They did not make their home with the Veblen
very long after their arrival; but went to work for themselves,

"In 1849 came also mother's mother, Berit Bunde and her second hus-
band, Einar(craveh) Runde, and their sons Tosten and Halvar, mpther!q;
half-brothers, who were then about six and four respectively., They 1i
ed first by themselves, at a considerable distance from the Veblens. '
put they came to live with the Veblens grobably in 1852, and staid
til1ll they moved to Jowa, probably early in 1854. o

Thomas and Kari's oldest daughter Retsey Jane, was born 10 Decembe
1850. | B

‘their son @sten, afterward called Orson Veblen, was born 4 June,
1853.  These were the ohildren born to them before they moved away
from Town 13. I

-pn arrival that 1 remember well, perhaps in 1853, possibly 'in 1852,
wgs that of mother's cousin, Endebret Gulliksen Egge. ¥When he came he
carried in his handdﬁackage which proved to contain books. They were :
Johan Arndt: 'SandeAEbristendou' ~a "postil®" for devotional use. ,“
Three copies of Guldbergh's *Psalmebog®; one for each of Thomas, Karg
and Haldor. Also a set of books for my future education and instruce .
tion. They were, a Norwegian primer, known as *"A,B,C, med Hane®; a Ly
ther's Smaller Catechism,,a Pontoppidan's "Forklaring" (Explanat10n<ﬁ
of the Catecbismz 1 believe the outfit includeda Wexel's *Bibelhis- .
torie®”, which T Camxe to use -in time; but it may not have come with 3
the others named. Embrik, as.we called him, nade his home with us,
least a part of the time,

.There were other.newcomers and other friends from Valdres that nade
contact with the family, but none were close neighbors; except the
Serlies, Endre and Berit, who had a son Michael, or Mekkel, whom:T re
mexber as a half-grown youth. The Serlies, for some reason that seem~
ed a mystery to me, did not stay steadily at howe, but were sometimes
gone away so that their house would be standing vacant. Their cellar
was not drained like ours; but Fndre made a pump to remove the water,
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The country all about the Veblens became settled by immigrants fron
‘Holland; and when Town thirteen was organized for civic government
it becaxe Town of Holland, in Sheboygan County.- 0f course theee_{q}"
‘gost excellent people and formed a model cozmunity. But among themfﬁ,
‘the Veblens found themselves strangers, who could have no 1ntercoqg§f
~with their neighbors, except in their own very limited4English,~of‘a
which the neighbbors knew even less than they.
“There was no prospect that the difficulty ever would be much nitif
¢gated so far as their own generation might be concerned. And for- ‘the
children who were to be reared the outlook was culturally and socia
ly discourading. Betsey was about four, and-1 six, when we mqved~ay”
and .we had not got acquainted with any of the:Butch children.¢Neithé“
had -a playzate .aside from ourselevs., The children of the neighbonrdi"
not understand us .; and we did not understand them. o
We were -an isclated fawily. we could have no socisl intercouree uitl
out makiing-a long journey to find people of our own kind; or me migbt
await the rare occasions when some friend came from far away. There .-
were no opportunities for satisfying religious and spiritual needs or.
such observations as the grownups had been trained to look on as esse%

tial. or had .become traiitional and habitual. There was no organiza-:
tion of coreligionists among the few far scattered compatriots along :

the Lake before one got days' journeys south or north.

The only spiritual contact that T have heard my parents ever: had
.during their first seven years here. was with Rev. Paul -Anderson- (N:
land) on his rare visits arong these segregated and lonely compatri
coreligionists. He, as noted in the'beginnzng; emigrated from Vang:
1843. It .is known he was a student at Beloit college; and he becam
qualified for ordination; and became pastor of the first Norwegian%
theran church in’'Chicago in 1848 and served it: for a series of year
‘paul Anderson seems to have kept in touch withe few Valdrises alo
the Lake coast northward, to,what little mini‘%ering he might amon

Thus he occasionally visited the Veblens. He administered the ri{g
of baptisz in wy case and that of Betsey, perhaps also as to Orson."
-0ther semi-missionary itinerants there were; "but mostly they did no
-conmend themselves to the preconceptions of these conservative set-
tlers. A layman preacher, or two, lived as settlers along tha'Lake;
‘but there was practically no opportunity for their activity,- becauser
of the isolation in which their compatriot pioneers dwelt. ,

From considerations like the foregoing one can gather the reasons "
and inducexents that led the Veblens to change their residence. to an-
other and more suitable environment. Besides, they may have felt thatf
zaterially the Town Thirteen situation was not all that their ambi-
tion deranded. -
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The racial .isolation of the Veblens could be not only unpleasant g
and annoying; but it could be a source of grave danger. A German whof
livel.somewhere ‘in Sheboygan County made a practice of stealing cow
and selling them in ‘Sheboygan, claiming that he had bought them of
others. He finally landed 'in the fenitentiary. During his career'hq;
was caught ‘in possession of a stolen cow, by .its owner. He then claig-
ed that he had bought the cow "from that Norwegian .who'lives amongi.w
those Dutchmen®. The owner swore out a complaint against *the Nortd
gian®, and the thief accompanied the constable, in order to 1dentif
his man.

¥hen they arrived at the house, it bappened that Thozas was not at™
the house; but Haldor was there; and the thief pointed him out‘ps.tﬁé
one who had sold him the cow., He was arrested and taken to the countﬁ
seat, Sheboygan, about a dozen miles away. Thomas at once went to-She
boydan and put ub bail, and got him released; and the hearing was-set
on a day, soon. There were of course witnesses who could testify that
Haldor had not been out of the house the night the bow bad been taker
nor the morning after, when the thief alleged he had bought the cow,
Both these acts hal taken plsce at considerable distances away.

Owing to the long distance to Sheboygan, the Veblens naturally were
put to much trouble and expense, as for transportation of the witnes-
ses; beside the cost of hiring a lawyer and an interpreter. Mother's .
pother and her husband slept in the same room as Haldor and knew he |
was not gone .in the night; and mother knew he was eating his break-
fast at the hour it was claimed he sold the stolen cow.

I believe all these witnesses were not brought to the hearing, as
not being needed. 1 am not certain about all details, but I rexenber
one point. When mother testified as to the date, when she knew- Haldor
was eating his breakfast at home, the judge asked how she could be
sure; to which she answered, it was the morning of "Kvissun®. The in-
terpreter, who probably was poorly qualified in his knowledge of En-
glish, could not tell that she meant Whitsunday. ¥When she saw that he
was stuckcuwﬁé tried to help him out by saying it was the same as
- "Pins", the justice, who was Likely a German, said at once, that he
understood and knew she was right, recognizing that it was ihe sane
as "Pfingst®, of course, :

There was no further question about Haldor's connection with the ma
ter; but it had caused the family a lot of, trouble and no little ex-
pense, and it showed lurking possibilities “The general situation. Hald
dor was not known in Sheboygan, as he had seldom been there, and nev-
er d4i4 business there; while Thomas on the contrary was well know in
the town, which was the nearest place of any facilities for marketing
the produce of the farm-and buying what they reguired,
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How early the Veblens began to think of selling out and moving I
do not know. PRut Haldor sold his share of the claiz to a‘ﬁutchman b
the name of Laarmann, who 1 rexember had built himself a house in .
which he lived at Christmas, 1853, when the whole Veblen family were -
the guests of the Laarczanns, It Iagkigg first time I had seen a pisto
, Mr. Laarmann had a very 1nnocen%.one, -bib’to nother's horror he
he proposed to bestow on me as a gift. ,

Baldor having disposed of his share, father sold to another Dutchma
by the nane of Te Ronde, who lived there perzanently, as 1 know fror
visiting the place 43 years after. When I asked a couple of young men
who were loading g¢grain in the field, where 1 right find the owner,
they pointed out "the old ran™ who was stacking. He was a man judg-
ed might be my age; and he was the son of Mr Te Ronde, who bought of-
father in 1854.

it is possible that father was not satisfied with the quality of th
goil; but he had developed the land intoc a farm that was yielding a
good 1living, and which was congidered a model farm. I know he wished
to have more land; but the determining motive for moving away, was
the dissatisfaction with the environment, as it had developed,

He got what was considered a good price, the exact or full amount
of which T no longer know. But 1 remember well when the transfer was
zade., The man who wrote the deed was an 1mportant'appearing man,' prob
ably the Justice of the Feace. T think he was called *Skvern™ which
was Herisbygding for "The Squire”. HRe was the first man T saw part a
sheet of paper by creasing 1t and passing his tounge along the sharp
crease, and then tearing the paper on the line of the moistened
crease. After the papers had been written and the fuss of signing
was over, Mr. TeRonde counted down on the table two rows of gold coin
of different sizes. Then the sguire counted them. Then father counted
them; and afterward he swept both rows of coins, at one sweep, into
our wooden dipper, that had been made in Norway and had been elegant-
1y turned out of birchwood.

Father turned and let gother heft the gold in the wooden dipper.
After that he let me heft,.also. It felt very heavy. There was some-
what more than eight hundred dollars. Mother took the body of the dip
per between her hands, carefu) ly; -and I did likewise. Father bheld :it -

by the handle, as if it was not much of a weight.
There followed now the preparations to move to Town of Cata, Manito

woc County, which lies next north of Shebcydan County. There father
bought eighty acres of wild timber land, much like the Town thirteen
land, of the heaviest forest land in all Wisconsin. There father made
or had made detailed arrangements for the reception of the family,
which numbered six, counting Haldor.
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- The land father bought :in Wanitowoc County, lay about 33 miles
north, but about forty miles by the road. As this was no great dis-
tance, he moved his whole equipment of goods and animals, except fovf
sheep and pigs, but took along provisions for the family and for the
cattle, ‘including the ox-team. It was late in the fall when we moved,

¥e set out on a Saturday, two loads, -one in a borrowed wagon-withfa
porrowed team. On the first wagon were the family and a good lot of
goods, tThe second wagon contained a large box,!thet sade a large. look.
ing load by itself. IT was called "bgla™ (the bele). it was a very
well and solidly made chest, about 12 feet long, some five feet high;
and as wide as the wagon could take, ABout the upper half of the
front was hinged so that it would turn down, when opened. When closed
this door could be securely locked by a padlock. The bele had been
built very long before, and served for a receptacle for things that
were to be kept secure from mice and other vermin. It had had a place
in the barn; and it continued to be a useful receptacle as long as we
lived in Manitowoc Co. Of course now, during the moving the bele. was
filled with valuable goods, including provisions very likely.

Saturday evening we stopped with sowe friends of our parents, Knut
and Anne Swenson (Sveinsaan, as they said it). They lived, as | remem
ber it,: in the SE corner of Manitowoc County. With ther we staid .all-
Sunday. T believe one of the men went on with the bele that day, and
to let our friends know of our coring. The Swensons had a boy about &
wy ade. I had pot had any playmate and I suspect he had not either.,
%o we began our intercourse with a battlie; but soon peace was establi
shed; and we p%gyed together -all that day; and we rexained fast fIdt=

jrtends as long as,lived in the state.

on Konday evening we arrived at the home of QOle O. Aubol, who lived
c:lose to our prospective home. There we staid a day or two while we
got our own household settled. The wen made one or more trips back to
Town Thirteen, to bring the remainder of the things that were moved,

Next to the eighty father had bought, but which was altogether unim
proved, lay eighty acres, on the north gide, that an acquaintance of
the Veblens had bought. He was Reye Arundsen Pe, fromr Vang. He passed
by the name Boyer Amunds as his Arwerican name., On his eigbty had beeﬁj
built a frame house, and perhaps a szall stable. A8 Boyer had not yet
roved in, he allowed us to occupy (it the first year, while father put.
up buildings on his own nearby land, It was like his temporary use of
the Serlie house .in Sheboygan County,

This Awrunds house was called by the neighbors, the Rates House, as
it had been built by a VWr. Bates, who had never finished tbe house,
and had sold tc ¥Wr. Amunds. It was said that this Rates was the man
who later built the drawbridge in Vanitowoc. It is not surely clear
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to me that I have the right foru of this nare, since there was also
a Baetz family in early Manitowoc history.. The people would pronouncd,
1t Pates. But there were a gshipbuilding family by the name of Eates, '
and likely the house had been built by a Bates..

The Rates house was a two-story frame house and. had been sided ‘and.
finished outside in all respecta,'uinQOIs,'and.all; but had not'-fen‘.
been painted. It had been lathed, but not wuch plastering had been.™
it was very cold during cold weather, though there was fuel ‘in pléﬁty
to burn. The problem was to keep the children from harm in the night;
and mother used to tell hcw she tied mittens on the childreb's hands
to keep them from barm in the cold. It happened that spow that had
drifted unto the beds had to be cleared away some mornings.

otherwise the Bates house proved commmdious for the Veblens the=areh
during the year they occupied it., 1t stood only a quarter mile from 't
the mite on which they built. We were gquite a household there; for be
side the six Veblens Embrik,Eége, who has been mentioned, joined them
and worked for father most of the year, at clearing land. Haldor also
cleared land for father, Fossibly he had a little time himself to
give to the clearing work; but he was principally at such carpenter
work as could be done preliminarily, until the spring came and buildif
could ‘be done ‘in earnest. Anyway that winter and the following spring
a goodly acreage was made ready for cultivation; and even that spring
1855, a considerable area was sown to wheat, so that it yielded "all th
the wheat thst was needed. The policy followed by Thomas Veblen, was
to ¢et the land to yielding crops as goon as possible; and then, to
‘make it yield as much as possible. T have heard him characterized as
the sort of farmer who made every square foot of available soil pro-
duce, .

The "eighty® of land was the ¥ 1/2 of SE 1/4 sec. 29 T 19 X, R 22 E
Town of Cato, Manitowoc County. The Royer Amunds eighty, on which
stood the Rates house, was the E 1/2 of ‘the same qr section. ¥est of
the Veblen eighty was the eighty own by Henry McGlaughlend, a "pro-
testant Irish®, who had settled a year or two before, and whose builad
‘ings were all board "shanties®, as he denominated ther hirself. They
were permanent houses, but had ‘the sioping roof characteristic of
:g%aeﬁ%es:ade %gvernmént'road, comzmonly called "the River Road® cros-
sedathese three eighties atl an angle of 20 degrees'northa"f:pastua:d'
and continued on in the saxe (nearly) easterly direction’%§%3%§%<and
beyona the village of Clarks Vills, a mile and a quarter fron the Veb

len homestead, in 8 general way following the course of the mManitowoc B

Rivee, until it reached Manitowoc, eleven miles due east,
Just after crossing the vanitowoc River, by Knapp's bridge, the Ri-
ver road crossed sections 31, 29, and 28, in a straight line at the
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angle of 20 degrees porth of - east; to where it entered section—27,§“,
just southeast of Clarks Mills. The road thus cut off a small " trian]@
gle frox McGlaughlend's eighty, opposite to which his horestead stood:
About twelve acres of the Veblen eighty lay south of the road; while:
a larger part of the Amunds eighty lay to the south of the River: rqadﬁ
The Rates house stood North of the road, slightly east of the middle“
From Knapp's bridge the river flowed ‘in an- irregular northeastward
course, and passed a point half a mile back, north, of the Veblen: =
eighty, where Cato Falls was developed. After a curve further north’
‘the river came back, southeast, tkrough Clarks Mills, a mile and a
half below Cato Falls, It emptied into Lake Michigan at Manitowog,
about ten xiles due east fror Clarks Mills.

Manitowoc was the county seat, and was ournearest town, and .our mar
ket place. The distance was twelve wiles by the road, Clarks Nille
was our post office.  Here were a flour mill and saw xill, belonging
to 427 Clark. Hence the name of the village and post office. On the
hill west of he eiver was Cunningham's store. Later came a store eas

of the river belonging to Ira Clark. There was a blacksmith shop. Lat
er came a shoeraker, and othér interests in time centered there. Just
east of the village was Culbrand Hanstén a skilled wagon-maker.

Installed in the Eates house, the Veblen household consisted of
Thoras and Kari, three children, and Haldor Veblen and Embrik Egdge, -
who were both single., Seven perscns in all. The children were: wyself
gix years old, Petsey four 'years, and Orson nearly a year and a half.
The family lived in the Pates house about a full year; and Emily was
born there the 20th August, 1855.

Faldor .and Fmbrik both cleared land for THomas that winter, :includ-
ing the spot chosen for the dwelling, north of the River road and a=-
bout the middle of the .eighty. Put the rain part of the clearing .was -
the greater part pf the trapezoid of & dozen acres that was cut off
by the road. About the site of the house several acres had been .in=--
cluded -in the clearing. Durirg the winter Thozas probably helped
with the clearing; but he got everything ready for the building oper;
~ations to be pushed forwardias soon as spring came. For the .cow. sta-a
ble logs were provided, It .was built of round logs, with.a loft that:
‘held a-good guantity of hay. I am not sure the. stable .was not- builtv}
first of all. Tf there was not a stable of sufficient capacity.to hol‘
the ox-tear and cows, the stable may have been built at once, .in 1854
after our .arrival. To timber up a stable of rough, round logs would
not take the three men long. The stable stood south of the roed, .a fg
rods further .east than the house. This log stable served for several
years, until a frame stable took .its place, as late as 1857 or 58,
then it was used a short time as pig¢g house.
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To previde.thergreatertpart of the lumber for the dwelling-to be-

built the sunmet following, and -likely:for the barn‘:also, Thomas b
.bought white pine on the root for "gix shillings¥ -apiece (75 c.)

This pine -tigber grew on: tﬁe bank of the river half:a mile -back of ’
‘the ‘eighty. The -logs were hauled -(“snaked") ‘to-'the brink of the nive
er's bank, -and ‘there piled up.into the well known foF of - ‘log piles. -
In the spring, after:the river .was clear, the men simply rolled:these:
logs off -the piles, \into the:river on which they tloated-down'to=theﬁf
Clark saw-mill, and ‘were sawed up.into boardsz,‘scantlings,vand:what-f
.ever dimensions were -required. For-the ‘sawing -the mill ‘took ‘half of
.the ‘timber for pay, ‘thus delivering half of :the -lumber the logs would
yleld, As fast:as the lumber .was sawed it was hauled to the building

'gite and piled :in open fashion:to season.

The saw-mill -was not .a complicated affair. . First two slabs were
sawed off the log on opposite-sides. The log then was.laid on one fla
side and automatically fed up to the sal, which was set :in a huge up-
right framg,which oscillated vertically:in-its own plane . The .log
was fed up-against ‘the saw, automatically,whic cut first-a slab from
‘the log. -After the -log had been shifted back, ‘it was shifted autorat-
vically sidewise to cut :a board of given thickness; and board .after
board .was:sswed, finishing -with the slab:as the last. In this mill
‘the operation-was stopped so:as to leave two or ‘three .inches uncut :at’
the "end; -and soretimes:all the boards cut from the log would ‘stick -
‘4o gether:and be taken away together, :in a single bundle.

later the rill was equipped ‘with -a cticular saw, as was the mill *h
that .in time was built at Cato Falls,at the 8int where father -had cut
‘the pine trees for'his luxber.

In the spring as soon ‘as a crop had been sowed «6n the ocleared land
a cellar was excavated -and set ‘with stone. Then the house was built.
In this the two other men helped-in such matters as they could with
‘their simpler skill., Exzbrik knex something about laying up a wall of
gtone, ‘and was:-helpful:in building the cellar walls. The house was
_G%?E&gﬂﬁﬁiform to the ‘direction of the road, so that .1t faced .20 de=-
grees -east of south. and :all the buildinde on the farm were made to’
conform :in the saze way with the angle of the road. A mark was made
:in one of the window seats,'afterward,to:indicate.wben the sun was-di
rectly 'in the south, .in order to set the clock YQ\at noon.

The house consisted of a main two-story part, one end -toward.the
road, with a kitchen ell on the east side and parallel to the road.
A porct ran along the front side of the kitchen ell. The ell part was
1o‘e;<jggn the main part, forming a low attic over the kitchen. 'In
the -Afth~end of the ell,-éeggiLof the kitchen were two small roons,:
one being the "buttery™ and the other served sometinmes as a bed room,
soxetinmes as & store-roor.
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The kitchen was -a large room, which served -also as dining ‘room.
on one -side :the kitchen communicated ‘with:a largde ‘room derving'bothg”
as-a hall to the upper floor, and giving access to the cellar stajr.:
-0n the other, the south side of this hall was the door:into theﬂLargd
‘riving room occupying -a good half of the main part of the bouse, :and
facing south,. /In the west end the living roor, yas:the door ‘into the
large nafn bed-room, which occupied the northues&.qggn&f‘bf'tbe house
“In-the living room, :and:in the middle:of-the north w ‘ as:a'broad -
tire-place bujlt of brick. It was the main'feature of this large rook
.and ‘the centre:about .which the family gatherdd, particularly the .long
winter evenings. T believe .it was the only house :in the:community
that had .a fireplace :in the "parlor® .as it was usual to designate the
chief ‘roon of the house. Father made:a wood pattern. from which he -had
a pair of large andirons-cast. The fireplace played -a large partin
:i{n the domestic life of ‘the Veblens.

The upper story was divided :into two largerooms, with access to the
attic room over the kitchen, which served for storage and for addi-
tional sleeping room when the house was crowded, as happened when sev
eral newcomers might be staying with us. Fehind the kitchen was an un
roofed porch or platforn, ,

A short distance north-of, behind the main part a well was dug. Whe
this was sunk fourteen feet a boulder was encountered, which entirely
filled the five or six foot shaft, :A new shaft or hole was then dug
veside the first, so as to just graze th side of the boulder., When
this was sunk six feet lower, or 20 feet in all, bed rock was struck;
and the curious thing was encountered, of a smwall streaz of water
flowing a cross the bottor of the shaft, in an evidently worn channel
on the rock surface., The swrall strear simply flowed through; and ,
there was no way of catching and confining the water, except by work-
ing out a basin in the rock that forzed a smooth floor of the shaft,

In this dilemza, Fxbrik Eggde, who had had experience in blasting,
undertook to blast out -gn extension of the shaft to serve as a catch
basin for the water. A rock 4rill was made by a blacksmith, and holes
were sunk into which a chradge of blasting powder was tamped, around. s
rod, so as to leave a place to sink the fuse or match to set off the .
charge. The match had to be quite slow-burning to give Embrik time to
clieb the twenty-foot ladder out of the well, before the charge went
off. .

The slow-matches at first used were "lunte-stikko®™ such as had been
used in Norway. Ore would consist of a slender pine stick, rectangu-
lar in section, and no more than a gquarter inch thick. This four sidec
stick was covered with a paste made of powedr in water., After it had
dried, a piece of twine which had been drawn throuc¢h melted sukphur
was inTserted in a split in the upper end of the match. By cutting
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the twine long enough its slow-burning might be so timed as to givqj*
time for the climb up the ladder, before the match was ignited; 3
the match itself was also slow-burning. It burned by a circular prdgqf
ress down ward, which might take a second or two to traveese a length
of 15 to 20 inches of sticke-xatch used, -

Put evidently the matches were not al”ways to be relied on. ‘Some- il_
times they night go out; and at other times setooff:thk blast sooner
than counted on. One time tha blast went off before Exbrik had quitéA
cleared the opening; and fragrments of rock hit the planks that cover-
ed the shaft just while he was in the opening over the ladder. Embrik
was an outspoken person, and bhe expressed his surprise under sone ex~
citemernt. I remember Haldor remarking after the stir caused by the
episode had died down that he did not think the sulphurous smell "abov.
the shaft, following this blast, was due entirely to blast,

Reptttitions of such accidents were prevented by using fuse cord
that had been obtained fros Manitowoc, and which had a more reliable
speed of burning. Fut this job of blasting had other elements of trou
ble. The rock proved to have fizzures .in it, and 'in soxe of these wer
independent streans of water, which even filled the drilled holes, "an
which would wet the charge of powder, Embrik resorted to a number of 
devices to reredy this trouble. ] remerber he once wade a stiff paste
of clay which he forced ‘into the cracks in which water leaked 'in. atf
another tire he made linings of the holes of oilcloth.

This leaking in of water ¢gave hic a great deal of trouble; and he ¢
quit after having rade a basin that was nearly four feet at the deep-
est. The water seemed to leak out in the cracks in the rock, but not
faster than the stream at the top supplied water, ordinarily. V¥hen
the well ahd been stoned up and supplied with a pump, which was a
chain pump (all but the chain mrade by father) the well proved a won=-
derful house well, which yielded sparkling pure water that was always
cool and sweet,

It was a somewha{ laborious prucess pragess to draw water frow this
well and several years were added to zy seven before I could operate
the chain-pump with sufficient speed to draw a pailful of water, The
source at the bottom did not prove plentiful enough to supply all the
wvater needed on the farm, at least not speedily enough to prove prace
tically satisfactory. .4 well was later sunk beside the barnyard; but
no water fond before striuin bed-rock at a moderate depth. A well
driller came and drilledto a depth of sixty feet before a plentiful
supply was secured. This three-inch hole was then reaxzed out  -to seven
inches about half of its depth. at the bottor of the seven:inch width
the "barrel®of the pump was placed, with i{its valve. The water was suc
ed up a lead pipe reaching to the bottom of the three ‘inch hole, and
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lifted up the remaining forty-ocdd feet ‘to the spout of the pump.fy;pQA
~wmills had ‘not core :into use ‘at that time, with metods of storage. . So
‘the supplying of water for the barnyard was a task requiring a lot of-
ill-spared time; ‘and this onerous method of ‘supplying water, proved
the chief cause of dissatisfaction with the Wanitowoc County farm,
that led eventually to seeking more satisfactory conditions elsewhere
a decade later.

‘I have no sure data, but most likely the barn was also built the -
sucner of 1855, when the house was built; ‘and ‘it would have to be be-
fore the grain was harvested, in ordswr to provide storage for the
wheat grown that year. It was a frame 'building. The squaece-timber:  use
\in'it had been sawed 'at the mill, -instead of being hewn by the broai-
axe, ‘It may have appeared more economical for father to hew the tim-.
ber by hand; for he was a most skillful user of the broad-axe; ‘and
paying for the sawing of timber meant 'a drain op{biﬂ;casb:funda,=wbic
‘he would naturally avoid. Possibly the tinber used :in the barn was
provided ‘in the sare way as the boards and stuff for the dwelling had
been got; .i. ‘e, by buying trees on the root and cutting thewm and pay
‘ing for the sawing by a mill-toll of logs. ‘At all events he needed to
husband his time carefully in order to manage'to'do all the ‘work on.
both dwelling and barn before the winter set :in. )m

A8-it was, it got late before the house was completed for the fami-
-1ly's occupancy. The first snow fell ‘shortly after we had moved gggm‘
the EFates house, 'in which we had lived a year, and which stood a,quar
ter of a mile east along. the road. One of the first days ‘in the house
orson, then two and 'a half, set out to "go home"™. When he was missed
and a search was made, he was found :in a fence corner, bucking the
snowdrifts, several rods toward the Fates house.

The mention of this episode prompts a remark on fences as used ‘at
that time., All cattle and pigs ran at large, and clearings were inva-
riably fenced as soon crops ‘were grown -in them, A8 all or most of the
dozen -acres south of the road had been cleared and sown:in the spring

It had ‘'to be fenced. Also the (smaller) clearing on which the hame-
stead was built, had to be fenced to keep strange cattle out. It woul
‘require ‘about 300 rods of -fence, of ‘which 110 or 115'rods'uas-along;?
boundaries of other ‘settlers. If ‘the Veblens ‘were ‘spared building ‘a
‘half of this, *it would leave, say, :250 rods, most likely, of fence
‘that they had ‘to put up that summer of 1855, and early:in the sunmer.
THey had doubtless provided the rails during the preceding winter.

A1l fences were built of raile,‘except a ne¢gligible fraction rade
up of board fences. These consisted of posts set eightufeet apart;
arcd on these were nailed 1A-foot boards six ‘inches wide. This size of

boards were called “"fence boaris™. Such fences one saw about gardens,.
barnyards, and 'in towns. The only board fence on our farm, when we
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zoved away-'in 18A5, was about the barnyard, the orchard, and :along
the lane from ‘the :road ‘to the barnyard. Poard fences were built 3
or 4 boards :in height, spaced according to the height, To keep out
pi¢s and sheep required four boards. v

The rail fence was built by laying the rails loose upon one another
‘so a8 ‘to forx corners pointing alternately in and out, zigzag. This _
gethod of building produces the "worm fence®, so-called. The angle be
‘tween ‘successive panels of rails was as great as would be consistent’
with needed stability; and varied little from about 120 degrees, It
would be governed to some extent by the quality of the rails. The
patter was a problem of adjustment between the economny of large an-
gles and the stability of swmaller angles.

The first 'series of rails, the bottom rails, were first laid down
with dreat care, as to aligneent, angles, and the distance at which
‘the ‘'rails ‘should protrude outside the corner; for this also had to
do with the stability. Generally blocks of wood, stones :if available,:
vereplaced under the corners. course after course of rails were then
laid until the desired height was reached, This had to be considera-
ble, as the fenced out cattle often developed a special fondness for
hay or graein growing on the inside, and which would look much more
desirable than the scant forage outside. Some animals became breachy ;
and would leap over:if the fence were not high, Other anizals might
develope great skill in affecting a break 'in a fence. Large oxen migh
push a fence over; but generally they attacked a corner quite skill-
fully with their horns, lifting a rail or two at a time until the cor
ner had been sufficiently lowered to suit. To foil such animalsin
‘their nischief, a bow of wood was ‘hung on the neck, carrying a block
fror which protruded a long bar, that did not prevent ‘the ‘animal from
browsing, though:it must have been a sore annoyance, This bar would
‘interfere with the pickin¢ down of a fence corner; but in soxe cases
the :aninal's :indenuity overcane ‘the hindrance. In such cases there
was no cure, and ‘the ox ‘had to be confined or tied.

It is seen that the fences must be built high so that they could
not be leaped, .and of such .stability that they could .not be.broken :
‘throu¢dh., They were mostly built of massive rails, not.easily disturbe
:ed, The top rail would be ‘especially heavy. Height‘also:added'stabil?
‘ity, by the ¢reater weight, and by the fact that the ‘top might be
out of reach of ‘the :advantadeous application of the horns of even
largde animals, These considerations .will show why these zigzag fences
were ‘always high and heavy. Some fences were finished with "riders®™,
which were top rails resting in a crotch of two crossed stakes driven
‘into the ¢round and resting on the fence corner, On fences that bound
‘ed cultivated ground the pair of stakes met in the small andle of the
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.intersecting last .rails; forait'they:aloped'transversely'tO'theidinqq
‘tion of ‘the fense they .would protrude .into the field :in such a way

as ‘to:interfere with plows, ‘harrows, ‘etc,, and add much to the~groundf
occupied by the fence, )

Necessarily much graund was wasted by the effective width of a worm
fence. Twelve-foot rails laid at an angle small enough to insure sta-
bility and strength would waste a strip four or five feet wide. -Lon-
ger rails would wvaste more- of ‘the goound reclaimed at the cost of ‘the
such labor of clearing the land. given :

The advantage of using riders was that a.geight of fence could be
attained ‘with fewer rails, and a lower fence would answer, as‘'a COrlv
ner strengthened by ‘the stakes that bore the riders was not ‘so vul-
nerable to the attacks of breachy cattle.

.An evil feature of the zigzag fence was ‘that ‘it nurtured hedgerows

4n which ‘all manner of weeds and objecthonable vegetation flourished;
‘and 'in whick obnoxious vermin of many kinds found ‘azylum. Careful far

zers would spend considerable time and labor 'in cutting out the drowt

‘4n their fence-corners, with a scythe, ‘to mitigate the nuisance.

The ‘reason that this sort of fence was used ‘in the time of clearing
timber land was of course that they were the most economical kind ‘the
gettler could build. The material was present :in abundance ‘and had ‘to
be ¢ot out of ‘the way., The most durable ‘and workable timber :in the
clearing would be nmade:into rails. ‘Small ‘trees of the right ‘size

‘would be cut :in rail, lendths and utilized as far as possible. But

rost of ‘the rails produced~in a clearing were split rails. 5
‘A tree-trunk of ‘a kind suitable for rzils, sach ae-oak'or“ash,”woui
be cut ‘into rail lengths and later split. The chopper would apply his

‘axe with '‘its handlefour times along the log, to measure out the rail,
‘whoee standard length was eleven feet, He would then chopp off this

length, and measure and cut off another length, and ‘so on, till ‘he
had cut the useful part. Of course straight-grained thees must be
cbosen for splitting. ‘Soretimes the trees that were chosen for rail
making were measured:and‘sawed up with a crosscut saw, which was op-
erated by two men., Most of the rails used were undouﬁtedly'sphit out
of logs that had been chopped, though the sawed of 'sort, being neater
were preferred,

The rajl-splitter®s-implements were, beside his axe, a pair or
rore of ‘iron wedges ‘and a'woodia aul. The wedges were of 'soft -iron
and from seven to ten or eleven long, and an-inch and a half to two

o
{nches square section at the large end. The maul had a cylindrical

head sore ten or eleven -inches -long and 'six ‘inches diameter, with'a
round, straight'handle set at a right anelgin the head at the widdle
of its side. The maul was made by sawing a block from a six-inch stem
of hardwood, often ironwood. ‘A pair of stout ‘iron rings were fitted
one on eash end, and ‘wooden wedges were driven -into the ‘ends of the
head, near to the rings, to hold ‘ther in place.
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The 'splitter began by driving ‘his axe lithtly -into the log near
one ‘end, ‘then ‘woul by ‘a practtsed motion drive ‘the ‘wedge -into-the- axe*
cut -so0 ‘as to nake the -wedge ‘stand ‘firmly ‘in the "wood. Then by swing-_f
‘ing blows ‘would dri&%%the'wedge, usually ‘its full length; then 'insert
‘the 'second ‘wedge ‘in ‘the far -end of ‘the crack that the first wedge -had
-started. 'As ‘the -second ‘wedge opened -the "split further, ‘and ‘the ‘first
one was released, ‘it was picked out -and applied ‘as the 'second ‘had beer
-and ‘the process repeated until ‘the log was riven-in ‘two.

Each -half ‘woold ‘then be -further 'split - into parts of ‘the desired
-gtoutness of ‘rails, ‘Often, -and ‘usually,the splitter would ‘shape ‘wooder
‘wedges, ‘with bis axe, 'and of larger 'size "‘than -these of "iron; 'and used
‘ther mostly "to follow up ‘the 'splits made by the 'skall wedgdes, "and “to
‘hold -the cracks open ‘for convenience of cutting ‘into "the ‘split -with
‘bis 'axe, ‘as might be -found needed.

The ‘head of ‘the maul -had frequently ‘to be renewed, as the action of
‘the wedges was to wear hollows ‘into ‘the wooden ‘head until ‘it was unfit
for further use, '

‘Rails -were commonly split rather large and heavy. THere was no objeé
in 'sparing ‘the material; and ‘the -heavier ‘the rails the -heavier and
firrer -‘the fence built. :A-single rail ‘was usually ‘all ‘that:'a man- wishe
-to -handle ‘alone; but 'in building fences it was usual for -two ‘to work;
‘together, preferably ‘handling -the rails one -at each -end. ‘

“If the ‘rails were made out of -timber cufldown 'in a clearing ‘the fenc
‘was to encloee:, "the ‘rails would be piled up to dry-in open ‘stacks and
‘Jeft until the brush and logs ‘#ad been burnt; ‘and then hauled out by
‘the line on 'which they were to form-the fence. This was often done by
taking 'a bundle of 'six to ten rails with the ‘end of ‘a chain ‘hooked -a-
round the end of ‘the bundle and “snaking® -thexr with the ox-team, afte
the fashion of 'snaking logs. The rails were ‘handled 'and lifted as 11t
‘tle as possible.

While zigzag fences built of roughly split rails d4id not present a
neat and attractive appearance, such a fence generally proved secure
and reliable; and endured for several years without attention and re-
pairs. As the settlements grew older, the originll'rough fences were
generally replaced with fences built more with regard to appearance
and permanence, for this purpose many fenééﬁ.ﬁé}g Bu{ig°out of round
rails cut fror tamracs of 5 or A inches diameter. These were very
straight and made fences that may fairly be said to have been elegant

These tarracs g¢grew in "The Swamp®™, which occupied & long stretch of
the county south of and parallel to Cato part of the main valley of
the Manitowoc River. Here grew these young tamracs very thickly and
to such height that several lengths of rails might be cut from each

ster. About 1858 or 'Q9 father bought a fortyof this "swamwp land™ on

which the state wagqg Taking & specially low price; and out of joles cut
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there he bwilt fences'on the sides of the road to replace the first
fences that were erected in the bedinning, in 1855. This tamrac fence
along the road wae considered a particularly notable example of fence
making. This forty lay in the north edde of the big swamt, and inclu-
ded about five acres of dry land in the north edge. It was the NW 1/4

of N¥ 1/4 of Sec. 34 T 19 R 22.

As related, the dwelling and the grain barn were built in 1855,
while the family had its home in the Bates house. As related also, it
got late in the season before we moved into the house. Partly this
was owing to the fact that all the carpenter work on the #wo stryct-
ures was done by Thomas himself, at the same time that he directed
the other activities on the place. He nodoubt participated in the
logging, or collecting the cut down timber for burning. With the one
ox-team and perhaps one helper hired, so as to make a crew of four,
the wen 413 the logging without resorting to the logging-bee method
which was usually used. Then, too, he certainly did the sowing of
the wheat himself, as he invariably 4id as long the sowing was done
by hand on his farws.

Rut part of the delay in our getting into our house was due to thev
eccentricities of the plasterer. Qur neighbor .on the west side was an
orangexan, or Protestant Irish. There were three other Protestant Iri
living near, who were brothers, One of these was Bill Morgdan, who was
a plasterer and plastered the house. He tauc¢ht Haldor to nmake mortar
and to "tend™ hir. Rut when Bill had put on the rough coat, and while:
that was seasoning, he obtained part of his pay for the job. But
whiskey was cheap and could be got in any store; and it took a long
time before Bill was able to finish, In fact Haldor experimented and
put the last coat on part of the upstairs. Meanwhile the family were
irpatiently waiting.

Not long after the house well had been finished, as related, a stor
and a ‘half building was erected just north of the well, to serve as a
shop, wash house and store-house. It was furnished with a large fire-
place, large to contain the large iron caldron on one side, while on
the other side might be placed th circular "Takke™ on its tripod,
where was baked the Norwegian flat-bread, in thin circular sheets as
bout wt to rpiinches large. It wap a larde fire-place. ‘At the east
wall stood father's cabinet-makers bench with the toocl chest in the
north east corner, holding every brightly polished tool in its precis
place.

In between the shop and the house was a space, about 16 feetwide.
This was roofed over and a wall filled in on the west side, and this
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16x16 space with its high roof gave space for chopping and storing .
wood, as well as sheltering the pump. This accessory building was pe”
haps not completed until 1857; but it made the home a convenient ‘an
complete. Once that old Mads paa Moe was preparing some ‘leather for;4
paking and repairing shoes for the family, some remarked to him"Mada,
you don't find things as handy for you, many places”. He answered: 1
"ol alt = komplet her paa Vev)e!"™ (Everything is complete here at Veb-
len's!"). And he was right. _

As told, the barn was built on the south side of the road, on the si
side opposite the house. This was a favorite arrangement among the set
tlers in the west, and I believe mostly with "Yankies", or natives of
the eastern part of the country. I believe it was done in order to V
keep the dwelling and barnyard distinctly separated; that is in situa-
tions in which the farm was crossed by a highway. '

Rut father found that this was not a desirable arrangement, For one
thing tke traffic on the road passed virtually through the homestead,
'So he decided to change it.'To replace the log stable, built south of
the road, a larger and better stable became ur¢ently necessary. For
this need a plan was conceived which involved a large barn and stable
structure in the shape of an ell, with one wing serving as a shelter
for the barnyard on its north side , the other wing on the"uest, neet-
ing the former so as to form a northwest corner. When completed this
would include the barn already built as the south end of the wing é;ig
tending south, while the other wing contained the cowstable in the we:
end, or corner, and the horse stable 1n the north end; with a shed in
berReohorh, ttatasst and saltuind WletoBPit:E iésgb“‘ °BBoul°the™*
tine that we first acquired horses. This wing was used to house the
stock that winter (1858-9); and the hay was stored in the loft that
ran all the way over this long wing. That summer, 1858, the grain was
harvested into the barn on the south side; and it was threshed there,
with father's new two-horse power thresher,

In the early spring, 1859,.the barn was moved across the road and -
incorporated in the new ell-shaped barn and stable building on the .
north side, and at a good distance north-ecast of the dwelling, with $!
the ¢arden and Orchard separating the house from the barnyard. The- )
barn was moved at atime after tha snow was gone but before the frost
had gone out of the ‘ground. The building was got ready by being jackec
up and two inmense tanmrac logs fastened under either bottom eill , o
the side walls. The building stood east and west; and inthe new posi-
tion was to stand north and south.
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Very early in the morning, before the sun had begun to melt the
gsurface of the frozen ground, twenty of the neighbors assembled, :
each with his ox-team. Two heavy, short linked chains had been bor-
rowed from the sawmills; being the chsin cables by which logs were i{
drawn from the mill pond up the incline and iqP the mill, to be aaqgg
ed¢. One long chain had been fastened to each,o tamrac logs on '
which the barn was now resting. Ten teazs were then hitched aftsc one
another to each chain cable, one ox of each on either side. ;;

When the word was given, and the whips cracked over or applied to °
the oxen, the barn was turned ninety degrees and hauled chear across .
the road. There a stop was made, and the two rows of teams aligned
‘and adjusted. Also a2 log was laid against the foundation of the cow
stable to act as a stop at the right distance, to leave space for the
sheep stable between the barn and the cow stable, Then the barn was
drawn up until it encountered the end of this log, which of course
had been cut to the proper length.

The whole settlement seemed to have turned out to see the show,
which was over in short order. Remarks were heard to the effect that
the whole thing went as if things had been "greased®™. Slight adjust-.
rents no doubt had to be wmade in alignmdént and position, the tamracs .
renoved, and fonndations built up. FPut that was done by father and o
Baldor, aided by Lars Eriksen "i Ringe®™, who was a carpenter. The
roon for the sheep was built in, 'and finally the whole long ell-shaped
structure stood complete, As the cultivated area grew in extent in- .
creased barn space was required for storage of the harvested grain.
This increase of capacity was supplied by adding to the north bay of
the barn the larde loft over the sheep stable.

After the barn had been moved, the log stable was removed, and the
homestead was all contained in the two large structures on the north
gside, whose erection has been described, This had been accompliabedf
before the end of 1859..And the deep, drilled well of the barnyardtr:i
had been completed, o

There was no open water on the farm, except a small, marshy pond,
just within the north boundary of the eighty; but in dry seasons ‘it :
dried -up entirely. It afforded no source of supply. i

Ry the time the homestead had been completed, as described, the who
eighty had been cleared and was under cultivation. Hence the need of
more land was felt. There was no contiguous land that could be bought
Rut the eighty next to McGlaughlend's, on the west, still lay untouch
ed and unimproved. It was held at a good ptice; but it was bought,
for borrowed money, mostly. It was the W 1/2 of S% 1/4 of Sec. 29 T.
19 N, R 22 E. It was 2 heavily wooded tract, sloping evenly, for the
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The Veblen farm lay in the north edge, or in the northwest corner,
of the famous Manitowoc Valdris Settlement. This coxzunity has beenmq
described by H. R. Holand, in his History of the Norwegian Settlement
(Te norske Settlementers Historie, 1908), p. 215; and in his late book
pen sidste Folkevandring. Wr. Holand has written about the Manitowoc
settlement of Valdrises in different publications and at different
times. For Samband, sept., 1928, p.865 I wrote a short sketch, Tbese
and other accounts have been written in Norwegian; and so far as I am
aware, the settlement has been written up only :in that languagde.,

The immigrated Valdrises settled especiallyin the south two-fifths
of Cato Township, the northwest half of Liberty, the extreme south of
Rockland, and a few in the northeast of Eaton. The densest portion of
the Valdris settlementwas in southern Cato and northwest Liberty. Wes
ward the Valdrises worre guite scattered among different nationalities;
and in east Cato, especially, the Valdrises were intermingled with
people from the region about 8kien, particularly from Bamble.ané'cjeb
pen, until in east Cato the Valdrie contingdent merged into a settle=
ment of Gjerpensoknings. For sore unknown reason, but by some habit
QVee ¢ cg brought along from Norway, the Valdrises called these peopL

¢ndings

although they were from the southeast. There were a fe
Yaldrises in Manitowoc and vicinity. A few lived in Manitowoc Rapida,
‘where indeed the vValdrises first settled; and a few lived in the "nor
'woods®, as in Michicott, Rut aside from these scattered ones, the a-
rea occupied by Valdrises of the "settlement®™ up to the seventies com-
prised some forty square miles. The village of Valders, on the Wis.
Central, is about at the geometric cemtre of the settlement. When con.
gregations were organized, the easternmost was called Gjerpen because
Gjerpensokning 'redominated, or were supposed to. .

The westernmost, where the members ueré@oatly Valdrises, was called
valders. Valders chyrch stood in the northwest corner of section 8 -in
Liberty township. Gjerpen church stood on land belonging to the Val-
dris, Anders 0. Aabol, in the northwest corner of section 368, Town of
Cato.

As stated above the Veblens settled in the north rim of the Valdris
settlenment; ‘and the neighborhood held a mixed contingent. On the east
was Boyer Amunds from Vang, while on our west was the Irish family pf
" McGlaughlend. He was called MacLaflin and supposed to spell his name
thus; but he caretully coached me in the correct spelling at one time
Next to Amunds were the Vangsgjeldings Tosten Rerge, and Haakon Roble
and beyond them Erik Ton also a Valdris, Near to the nocrtheast;was Ol
0. Aabol, who was the brother of anders Aabol)on whose land Gjerpen
church was built.\gbuth of us was Isaak Kjzra, and south of him Lars
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and Nils (Salveson) Kjzra. South of Isaak were Rasmus 8}kosa and Nils
Aslagson. All these were vestlsndings, and many of them had small par-
cels to begin with. A mile west and by the river was a Valdris, Lars
griksen (i Nilsebreta). East of him was Wagner, a Cerman; and N¥mxt
wagner were Christianson and Erik Gulbrandsen or Gilbert-(called Tres-
jarn, the thresher). They were from Oslo. ‘

' Just over the river, west,was a solitary Halling Ole Strand, who was
designated as "Hallinden®™ or QOla Halling; and near the Halling were 'a_
couple of Sxtesdol families. On the east, south of Clarks Nills, were-
the wagon-maker Gulbrand Hanson, and the Valdrises the Jomens and Lars
i Ringe., In between were the families of the three Protestant Irish :
brothers, Rill, Dave, and John Morgan. Also there were Irish Catholics
,the two Lyons farilies, and Grimes, Comer, Thornton, McNulty, all ”
within our school district.:

This was in the north edde of the vValdris settlement; and north and
east were more Irish. At Clarks Millslandvat Cat # %is, were eastern
Azerican fam@&%zs, or "Yankees®, Clark, Cunningham,, Tlhcker, Murphy,
Newill; EV&“%{ nd Knapp just west of the river.

/

The first Valdris in Manitowoc County, was stephen Olson (Helle).
He explored the country on his arrival 'in 1844, :and it seers to be
established that he bought land ‘in the county that year. His sons
were convinced of this. While he and his brother Qle doubtleds made .
Fort VWashington the headquarturs of their ‘interests and Qle made his
home there, Stefan-sure}ly decided on Manitowoc as the place for his
peremanent ‘activity, before he went back to Norway after his first
year here. He closed out all his Washington interests in 1847, and
never afterward appears-in any way identified with that place or that
community,

When Stephen returned in 1848 he pgﬁgonal%y conduited a large con=-
tingent of emigrants from Vang and Slidre; and aA}arge number came
that time, but on another ship; and botﬁé?ntingents were people that -

had been induced to emigrate on the ‘inférmation Stephen had -spread
apong his fellow dalesmen throughout Valdris. While a part of the ip-

rigrants from Valdris of that year, 1848, went into the interior of ’5
Wisconsin, westward from Milwaukee, at which port they disembarked,.
a largde number went on northward, some stopping for a time in Waahiné
ton and Sheboygan counties. Rut the strendgth of the northward going
valdrises stopped in Wanitowoc, and sought land in that county, to
which Stephen was nound. -

Thus, the Manitowoc County settierent definitely began in 1848, and
wuch of the land still owned by people of Valdris blood, was entered
or accuired by their inmigrant forbears in that year., The strean of
imrigration having set in, others care in the years following. There
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was a notable expansion of the settlement on the arrival of the'compai
ny of the survivors of the party conducted by Stephen Olson in 1851, * -
when he returned after his second return visit to his native home com=-'
punity.

The most tragic incident in the history of Norwegian 1mmigration to
america took place in the coming of this contingdent of Valdrises con-
ducted by Stephen Olson. His contingent of 134 persons forred part of
the 830 inmigrants that .left Buffalo late in the evening of a‘day~1n
pugust, 1851, bound for Tetroit, on the steamer Atlantic. During the
nie¢ht the Atlantic's captain sighted the O gdensburg belonging to a ri-
val line, and tried to ram the riva sz,ﬂinde ed” By %Ris act the
captain of the Ogdensburg, in turn attacked the Atlantic, ana stove in
its side so that it shortly sank., Sixty eight of Stephen's company per;
ished; and 6f were saved, but naked and all their effects lost in the’
deep of Lake Erie. '

Arzong¢ those drowned was Stephen's aged mother. Among the remnant sav
ed was his fianceg,whom he married on their arrival in Manitowoc. Ste-.
phen Olson's sons were preserving a list of the names of the lost, and
the saved, in Stephen's handwriting, which they showed me. The nanes
of those drowned are published in Holand's History of the Norwegian
gettlexrents A :

Owing largely to the efforts of Stephen Olson, the settlement of Val
drises and other Norwegians in Manitowoc County ‘had a phenomxenally rag
id growth both in numbers and in material progress. 1In two years af-
ter the first of these settlers arrived, a congregation Lad been organ
ized, and a call was issued to J, A, Ottesen, a young graduate in the-
ology from the University at Oslo. Rev. Ottesen's charge consisted of
two congregations, with the churches at Gjerpen and Vvalders, with his
parscnage at Gjerpen. A third congregation nad been formed in Manito-
woc, thus forming a charge of three preaching places.

When the Veblens moved into the settlement, late in 1854, all mat-
ters of organization, both civic and spiritual had been worked out,
and the affairs of the community in smooth running. Valders church,
to which we became affiliated, had been built the previous year, and
was in redgular use at the tine we care. It was an octagehal building
of hewn logs, with a four-sided tower on the peak of the pyramidal rogp
The walls were all the sare length., It was at first a.plain octagon.i
in plan, with the foor to the west, with the altarnear the opposite
east wall. A chancel wing was scon after built extending east. ‘hen
this addition was made it gave increased seating capacity to the churc
when finished the church had an a#%sle runnind from the entrance yp to
the choir or chencel. The rear sandi front pewsAwere shcrter than those
in the middle, because they extended against the sloping walls of the



octagon., The rewoval of the altar, "ring", pulpit, baptisma font, from
the zain floor into the new chancel, gave space for the addition of 7
certain number of these shorter pews.

The pews were owned by as rany families in cormon as could be accon-
wmodated in one pair of right and left pews, the right side being given
to the men and boys, while the women and girls sat on the left. Father,
being a late arrival in the congregation thus becanme a part owner of
the front pair of pews, which were the shortest pair. Directly before:
the right side, or men's few in our pair stood the pulpit, at the o
point where the chancel opened; and befor the women's. pew: of our.pair.
stood the baptismal font. These pieces were of notably fine workmanshi
and painted wost artistically; the finest pieces of the kind that I
have seen in any church,

Mr. Ottesen, the pastor,was a man of great enerdgy and often visited
his parishioners, and he and his family were at our house several time
that 1 distinctly remember. He told me long after, when he was living -
in retiremernt in Decorah, that he never got intimate with father, and
he never felt satisfied that he had the full support of "that Valdris"
Mr. Ottesen left the Manitowoc charge in 18A0, and was succeeded by
Rev. L. M., Eiern.

One of the duties of the pastor was to see that parents brought the‘
ckildren up in knowledge of the doctrines of the church. To this end
they were enjoined to teach the young to read Norwegian, which was thé]

language of worship; and that they early learned the parts of the cate
chisr and its explanation. In order to exercise some control over the
zanner in which the church menber fulfilled this duty, the pastor held
exarinations of the children at stated timeé,-as a part of the Sunday

service, ‘

For this exarination the children and youths stood up in the central
aisle, the boys in a row on the nen's, or right side; the girls on the
opposite side, The minister went up and down the aisle between the row
and put questions to individuals or night test reading ability in a -
book, or use such methods as might seem best to test the children's_ u
proficiency. The process was often referred as "standing on the churcb
floor? Few youngsters escaped a feeling of trepidation during these . 3
ordeals; and usually they prepared themselves with anxious care,. by’ _;
memorising those points of information on which the psstor was expecte
especially to insist, like tha commandments and the articles of the
creed. These public examinations of the youngsters in church were a
spur, as they were designed to be, to learning and knowing the doctrin
of the church. It was an effective institution of discipline exercised
over both parents and children; and it was undoubtedly instrumental in
proroting a high erade of literacy amond the children of the settlers.
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This educational fggfﬁggoffthe inzigrant population was unquestionab]
of great value to the general comzunity, aside from its religioua,as{
pect; for it practically left no child to start as an 1lliterate,»atf
least among all pioneers that came under organized church influence.4:i
The children gét training in rudimentary literacy, that made them reéi
ceptive to the efforts of the teachers of the common schools that weréi
instituted generally years later than these efforts of of the churchQE
Thus, the organization of the coumon school in our particular com-'ﬁ?
wunity .in Manitowoc County, laggded behind the spiritual progresslof
the iemigrant settlers; and T believe our case was not at all excep-
tional. So, I think it can be said that at a given tender age the e
children of the pioneers that had been subjected to this traditional
religious requirement, that T have indicated, were advanced in mental .
or psychic progress markedly over the children that had not come un-
der this sort of discipline. When the district school finally came
to take the youngsters in hand, the church contingent of pupils made
sounder and faster prodress than the others. This wmatter of early it
sracy was s0 traditionally ingrained among these immidrant Norwegians
that the habit of teaching the young child to read was alrost instinc-
ively automatic. To have children six or seven years old who could not
read and could not repeat the accepted precepts correctly, was a .shame
that must be avoided at every cost, Indeed the stimulus of regularly
organized church discipline was not required, The most isclated pionee
farily of Norwec¢ian traditions taught their children to read as early
" as they could learn. T¢ let thren te illiterate was to let them become
"heathens™; and it was hard to conceive of anythin more disgraceful.
bootd
I have told that Exbrik FEgge broucht a set of elementary schoolﬁ for
DY 1nstruction}before 1 was old enough to vbe taught, This testifies to
the traditional thoug¢ht of my parents. The first use the primer was
put to occurred while we lived in the Pates house. Mother had begun to
rake me recognize the letters of the alphabet; but before T had learn-
ed enough to begin to put them together in the simple two-letter eylla
bles that followed the alphbabet, it bhappened that uncle Haldor becarze
unable to work because of an abcess that developed in one armpit; and:
he became obliged to spendi a few days idle in the house. i
Mother, wheose time was much taken up with work of all kinds, delegda-
ted the instruction of me to Haldor. Eut 1 at once began to rebel at
his coaching. He used difterent and antiquated names for a few of the
letters; and mother of course would be right and Haldor would be wrong
He called J jod while she called it je. He even called z syttra, which
ghe called sed. = he called a-esshe called it x. of course he was wron

n
4 the war was . My enerdy was spent in fighting Haldor. and lear
23 nothing else gﬁan ¥o knowyheauaspwrong in éer%aln par {cu arsIang
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1 drewx the logical conclusion that he would teach me wrong. They had .y
to give it up. T do not remember just what came next. Rut this confl};
with my uncle may have proved the beginning of my learning about 1et4%§
ters and their use in forming words; for in time I was accounted a '
good enough reader to be encouraged to read aloud when T liked,

It must have been quite early in our residdnce -in our new house, tha
our neighbor Andrew Jackson, which was the name everybody knew Andersﬁ
Isaksen by, came in one Sunday morning, He heard me reading aloud, Asfg
likely as not T was encouraged to show off. After commending Ky ac-
corplishment, and inquiring about the age of this "namesake®, 4 told
the folks that he had just the book for me to read; and would lend ‘it
to re. When the book care it proved to be a Norwedian translation of
'gnorre Sturlasson's Heimskringla. »

That book 1 read through entirely and with the deepest absorption,
vostly I read it aloud to mother as she would be sitting with her sew-
ing, spinning, or even (as I well rexenber) while she was weaving.
with bher help T made out to understand watters that T could not mas-
ter by myself. T believe it was Vunch's version. It had a most fas-
cinating appendix on the Lapps or Finns, especially dealing with their
superstitions and witchcraft. It took me, or us, a long time to go
through the volume; but it is easily understood how such an experience
would affect an eight year old boy. The grown-ups, especially mother,¥
who conducted the course, which in reality it was, followed ry reading
with great interest, and indulged in discussions which were naturally
over my head, and were a bore to me; for these discussions soxetimes
caused delays and even rereading of passages, when I was impatient to

R

go on. _ ,

Reading aloud was alrost a fad at our house; and father was an ?ﬁ%%;
good reader. He read to the tamily the story Synneve ‘Solbakken as it
came in weekly in stalments in"Fmigranten®, and"8n Glad Gut" and the
other Rjernson stories that this paper printed as a literary serial
gsupplement. '

Sore two miles by the road between lived Erik Erickson (i Rennun):a
just within the edge of the big swamp, but on an island or peninsula
of dry land altogether surrounded by tamrac swamp, except for a narrow
strip on which lay their road or path. He was sometimes called "Erik i
¢yn® (on the island), Erik was a great reader, and had and read all
sorts curious books; and was moreover a very skillful worker in wood;
and was perhaps a more wonderful genius than practical success. He got
up a club of subscribers to "Fmigranten". He é¥°t a copy free by so dg
in¢. The club copies came in a packade addres¥ed to him; and he brough
it to his house fror the P,0O., and the subscribers got their copies
there, In our case 1 went the two miles to the Fricksons, on a certiain



rorning of each week, when the paper regularly arrived. It was an er- .
rand that T 414 with great pleasure} not only for the interesting ob-;g
jects to be seen “i Rennun™ and the things one always would hear there;
‘but Knut, the oldest boy, was my age, and became the dearest chum T ev
had. We continued subscribers to Erigranten as long as it was issued.

In time Emigranten published in swmall form a translation from the .
gwedish of Tegnér's Frithjof's Saga. Knut and .J both got copies, uhich
we read together, and 1it was not long before we could repeat all the
cantos in the book, It was the first thing T learhed by rote; and much,
of it I can still repeat. I absorbed it all with the avidity 1 may
be expected to have acquired for sagas that Snorre would naturally im-
plani,the imagination of a boy.

Such was the genesis of ry soxewhat irregular process of education;
and it is easily seen that it may be guite typical for pioneer young-
sters 1in the early Norwegian settlements. While the settlers were bu-
sy ¢etting g material start and had not yet had time to begin the or-
ganization?scbools, the traditions of these imwmidgrant settlers spurred
thgg to make provision for the cultural growth of their young. -And
when, the beginnlnas of cormon schools, were made these children of the
~imm19rantsAyell on the way in their schooling. In their bilingual edu-
cation they were on a higher intellectual standing than children of an
equal agde could be in English only, unless soxething similar had been
done by tutors or home teachiing, in a ranner similar to that pursued
by the immig¢rant settlers. Unless something :like that had been done
the foreign, and bilingually equipped children were decidedly at an ad
vantade when they started at school.

our school district contained approximately'the sare nuczber of Norwe
gian and Irish families, and one German family. The records of the dis
trict show that a beginning of organization was made .in 1854, the year
of our arrival; but the first school taught was in the winter of 1858=-
53, by a Mr. Marks. T remember the buildiing of the school house. It
was 8 log school house that stood east of the River road, and north of
the road running south -along:the line between sections 29.and 28.

The men of the district met and timvered up the Louse, for the most
part out of timber that was cut on ot on which it was built. The logs
were round chinked with rortar, Jts door opened to the east; and was
hung on iron hinges. Fut the latch was a simple light bar of wood and
held, the door by Aropping into a notched catch on the side. To open
“the ﬁgg?\one poked a finger through an auger hole bored just under the
latch- -~ 'and pokedlup out of the notch by which it was held.

4 favorite forr of mischief was to rap fingers that were poked in Kf
with a s8tick. Sore of the large boys and ¢girls derived no little amuse
ment from this sport, until it happened some one rapped the finger of
the teacher,
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N
On the east and west walls were two windows each; and in the middleﬁ%
C £3

of the north wall was one window in frony of which stood the tqachef
dgst. In the centre stood a large box- stove, to supply heat. The :
scolars were seated at two long desks, one on the east™ side, for the
boys; the other, for the girls, on the west side. ‘Each of these had
a double top rade of two broad board sloping out from the ridge in whit
they met in the middle., The scholars were seated on a plank on each
sidesgscghe desk; and these planks were laid loose upon a series of ;[?
blocks.to an even height. Along the south wall, beside the door was
a similar "recitation” bench. The floor was laid of roug¢h boards, ‘I
do not wish to assert that the seats and study deska were made of si-
rilarly rough boards; but such was the tradition. Tt was asserted that
the only planed object in the house was the teacher's desk. In time
the floor became smooth by wear; and the deska and seats may have be-
come sxzooth in the same way

The lot about the school house was full of stumps, and they were cut
quite high. Two in particular were at least four feet across. The stgg
served excellently for the game of hide-and-seek, which was played at
recess and at noon; but never 4id girls ani boys hide behind the same
stump. This house, equipped in this way, except that a spall blackboar
was added after a while, served the district until 18682, in which gear
a frame school house was built three-quarters of a mile farther south,

1 should probably have been sent to school in the winter of 1858<9
when Mr. Warks taught a terz of three months. Put father happened into
the parsonage of Ottesen,.at.Gjerpen)sometime early in that winter.
The minister told father about "0ld Rerder"™ who was vimiting at the
parsonage and suggested that he let the old zan stay at our. house that
winter and let hir tutor us children in return for his roow and board.

1 have told about 014 Rerger and his tutoring in Sarband, September,
19|65, p. A53. He was a retired clerk in a Norvegian Bailiff's office,
a bachelor in the 'late mixties, who lived by himself north in the woo
and whor it would be a kindness to take into the home during the win-
ter. He was a fairly well educated man and a nice gentleman. So father
invited hinr to try it. ;

Mr. Berge came, and he held a session each morning, at which Betsey
and I were taught. Orson was :dncluded, but beiing only a little past
five was not pushed and made no ¢reat prodress. My chum Knut Erickson
and his oldest sister came part of the time. Also two of the somns of
Thoxas Olson Helle, came part of the tire the considerable distance
fror their home. So that we were a dinigg table full attending Berge's
tutorindg. %We 2ot alond splendidly with the kirdly, eccentric, and pre-
cise old dentleman, whose approval ye craved and were proud to earn.




We all enjoyed his stay with us, not only as a tutor, but he endqarg
himself to us by his tender interest in a$l our orernd. He playedﬁj
the violin for us; and he even taught me to run scales, and taught Qgé
part of the tune of Vikingebalk, ny favorite canto 1n'Frithjof‘s’Sa§§f

O0f course part of his duty was to see that I was taught the required
doctrinal truths. T suspect that Ferde had ro ¢reat liking for this
detail; so Le made the roderate condition that if 1 was letter perfedt
on anything he called for out of the ®"five parts” of the iatechism,-dn
Monday mornings, I should be excused fromw any further religious study-
during¢ the week. This let me out with extreme ease; for mother had
seen to it that 1 knew the Five Parts long before he came.

I bad learned to write a legible hand before this. Rerger's hand
was somewhat shaky; and thus he gave re no cuidance in calligraphy.
But he dave me instruction in writing grammatical Norwegian, anid in
punctuation and use of capitals. In this I wrote a good part of Synne-
ve Solbakken fror his dictation. This and arithmetic were the branches
he taudht we. There was no Norwegdian textbook 1in arithmetic to be had;
and Eefge was not at ease in ¥Fnglish., So he explained the processes
orally, and dictated to me all the rules and principles; so that at
the end 1 had a complele*handd88kT ot ar1thacris 33 rAR1a RETH2Y %;&ih
en me., The course he gave me ‘included the operations in whole numbers
and in comron fractions, and interest reckoning; and the rule of three
(proportion). T have reason_ to suspect that Rerge taught me all the
mathemat%gs;n?gr he S;g sgsfzﬁ-regret that he could not induct me ‘into
the mysteries of Decimals (Cecimal Prek), which he acknowledged was
terra incognita to him. When toward the close of the winter Rerge move
over to Thomas Helle to give his boys a little additional tutoring we
children were in ¢enuine ¢grief. _

It is fair to state that ] had sone rudimentary knowledgg of nunbers
before Rerge came. ] could carry and borrow in addition and subtrac-
tion, could multiply in simple cases, but knew nothing of long divi-
son. So ruch T bhad gotten from Embrik Egg:a Fgggbggbrik 1 akio got”aA
start in the written alphabet. QOne day I go%ta broad strip of planed
thir board, which he had ripped from a board that was too wide for his
need, T tried to mark it with an A; but made no success of it, Embrik;
who was standing by, said, I'll show you how to arite the letters., So
he wrote with a coarse lead pencil (perhaps father's carpenter's pen;
cil) the capitals on one side of the strip; and the srall letters on
the other side. Kjowing the order of the letters in the alphabet. T
soon knew which was which; and it was not long before I could write .
out any words T knew how to spell, and T could read it myself. PRy crif
cises fromw ¥ubrik, which sometimes were so pointed that they stung, I
gct able to write so that there could be no doubt about what the let-
ters were ceant to be.,
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The winter 1859-A0 a three-months term was taught by Mark Crockers ;.

we t?sgs oldest children were sent, and with the foundation that '°~§§

rece n hore teaching and by Rerge's tutoring, we scon took high .=

standing. We all began with the alphabet, which we learned as by in-

gtinct, and soon read and spelled with scholars older than ourselves;ﬂ

The other children from Norwegian hocwes had had more or less of home
teaching, in the way I have related, and advanced much faster than the
Fnglish-speaking Irish children, though some of these were notably )
bright. When the term closed I read in the Third Reader (sanders's) .
and spelled in the First Class. I had written a dreat deal of copy~-
book from the teacher's very fine copies. T did no formal work in ari
pic; but had achieved a reputation of being infallible in lond divi;
sion, by an accidental discovery of oy prowess on one of the closing
iays,

According to notes made long ago, when my memorggas nore trustworthy
than it msy be ncw, the following teachers followed VMark Crocker, 1859-
g0.

Sunzer 18A0, Miss Harriet Jane KNapp.

Winter 1850-61, John Thornton

‘Suzwer 1861, Miss Hubbard

Winter 18A1-2, there was a short terr, which T 4id not attend; and
have forgotten the name of the teacher. I was laid up with a case of f
quiney; and when { got better it was decided not to let me go for the
short tire remaining C

Surmer 18AR2 Miss valencia Eldridge . _

winter 1862-3 Thomas Lyons. He was the first teacher in the.anmé
school house, that took the Race of the log;houae; and which stood
on the west side of the north and south road between sections 32 and
3dat the middle of the section )line; about 3/4 mile south of the old
site. ‘

1883 Surrer, Miss Sarah Tucker

Winter 18A3-4 Ira H. Jerome

‘Summer 18A4, Miss Clark; later Miss Sarah Tucker

winter 18A4-5, Peter Wm. Brady -

The suxmer of 18A5, the Veblens were busy preparing to move to Min-
ne sota; and moved away in July.

Of these teachers, Wiss Tucker was a noted teacher of writing. She
used a systexr like the Spencerian, of a few elementary curves, which
foroued the elements that corbined to build up all the letters., She use
fewer elenentary "strokes®™ than the Spencerian. Her method of drill
was very effective; and few of her pupils could escape becoringd good ¢
penzen,

i
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Another individual of note among these teachers, was Ira H. Jeroﬁ@;ﬁ}
He was a college graduate, and was undoubtedly a wan of great anid va=d
ried attainments. Nobody knew anything of his antecedents. He had néif
set rules of conduct to impose on the scholars. The school adored: hi
‘and he never resorted to puristuent of a pupil. He was the first to”
tell father that he nust "educate” me; that is send me to colleee.‘ﬁ
gave us the names of Andrews's Latin Grammzar and Andrews's Latin Lesﬁf
sons, as the first books to procure to begin the preparation. iu:

1 believe this sugdestion from Mr Jerome, was the germ thaf grew in-
to the ambition that father came to cherish, of putting his boys and -
girls through college. In the fall of 1864, when T accorpenied father
to Fond du Lac, where he took a train on his trip to buy land in Minne-
sota, he went into a bookstore there and bought two books pccording'toi
Mr. Jeromes instruction, handing the saleswran the names that he had
written down fo?fsﬁut'l suppose the clerk thought a farmer who dpoke
broken Fnglish 4id not know what he wanted; and he wrapped up two book
that father paid for. g

When on the following day T was on my homeward way, and unwrapped th
package, I found that he had dgiven us the right grammar, but instead o
the "lessons™ he Lad diven us pndrews's Caesar. Possibly he did not ha\
the Lessons and substituted the Caesar. That winéér T tried to make::
a beginning of Latin by myself; but in the absence of any one to gtvé?
re any help 1 wade no headway. And the Latin had to wait many years,

Quite early in our ten years inTown of Cato father became a member =
of the district board. It consisted of three, Clerk, treasurer, and a
director(?). the voting strength was pretty evenly divided between the
Irish and the Norwedians. At one time the Irish sentiment was opposed
to both a surrer and a winter term, while the Norwegians favored two.
The Irish had two of the three "trustees™ and could control affairs,
duck as the hiring of teachers. Royer Amunds was the Norwegian member,
bbe director, and he came to father and asked him to be a candidate
for treasurer. Further he saw to it that the full voting strength amdh
the Norwedians was at t§e annual meeting. Father was elected; and Anunc
and father were reelected to their respective offices year after yeat'
and the two quietly controlled the policy of the district. They had: go(
luck in the selection of teachers; and there were at least sil@on}hs o!
school in tke year. Many schools had only one termx of three or four
zonths. Ey having both anmmer and winter school, the youngest children
could attend winter as well as summer, if they were large enough to
brave the winter cold and storms; while the larger ones, who might be
needed to help with the summer work, had the opportunity to go during
the winter. In our district there was a large contingenfof young people

that eaderly em ced Tpgortunity of leagning English during the
wineer terg, ana the sc oo ouse was crowled.
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A watter that caused a lot of confusion, and no little trouble, tq %
the imrigrants, was the ditference between the system of personal n&?&
menclature 1in use in Arerica and that which they had been using inx:
NOorway. e

Here a person's full name consisted of a given nare and a surqame{ﬁ
Nost arericans had what was spoken of as a middle name, which qa5431@‘
ply a second given name, of course. Thus in Henry Loonis would be;adg
exarple of the simplest case of a given name and a surnane, John Smit
and jane Adams are other examples, Or the first might in full be Hen
ry Crane Looris, with the riddle naxe Crane. It wes learned that he
usually wrote Henry C. Loomis, or H. C. Loozis. John Swith might be
found to sign his naze J. W. Swith, and Jgue'Adaps might be found to.
Jane Simpson Adams, or gdnerally, Jane S. Adams. These usages would
be confusing to the newcomer; for they were new to him. Rut he soon
learned to understand them. the systex was simple. In time he learned
Susan.Jackson might be the same as Mrs. Andrew Jackson; but it may
have taken extra study to becore clear on the matter,

This systeﬁ of nomenclature differed radically from that he was ac-
customed and which he innocently tried to employ here. PBut his for- -
eign, or alien, nomenclature was a great deal nore copplei,*gnd theié
fore it was extra hard for Arericans to understand. Pesides, there ﬂf
was no valid reason why they should understand it. The’thing for the's
irnigrant to <o, was to understand the Anmerican syster and adapt hime
gself and his usage to it. 1If the foreigner observed caretully, he
found that Sxith, adans, Looris, Jackson, were called faxily names.

But family nares were a new concept, with which he was unfacriliar, -
unless he reflected that the captain of his military company at home
was naned Neller, and that his wife,daughters, and sons were also Mel
Jers; and that the same use of BRiern, Lis pastor's name, obtained a-
zong that family. That Fiern and Meller xight be family names may not
have been a clear idea to him; because farily namwes had never been#é
used by the Norwegian people. QOfficials used names in the way that %
Azericans used surnames. But the usage was alien to his native custoﬁ
In the cities of Norway a system of family names was cdming into use:
among the officeholders and by imitation, among successful merchants;
shipowners, and the like, Fut the early immigrants did not core froi?
the cities and towns. They were of the farming and landowning class
who represented the ancient regime and were the heirs of the essen-
tidd racial traditions and usages. And their use of names, their
personal nomenclature was very sicple in its origin and and develop-
rent,



It was the custom to give a child a singie nage,,ﬁnut Baldor,. Thq;a
zas; Ingri, Kari, Sissel. Norwegian names show derivations hearking}%
back to the old mytholpgy or to later dominance of the Christian fait
By immemonial usage a single name was bestowed; and this was the per-
son's appelation that set him apart as an individual. !

An individual's name wes by custom determined by inheritance. The =
firtsborn boy was named after his father's father; the first girl af-
ter her father's mother. The second boy and ¢irl after the parents of
the mother. Younger children were named after the grandparents by a
sirilar rotation. If a child, breaking the ordsr of names, younger
or later born children woul be nemed in turn after those dead,

This traditional order of naming was, as late as the middle of the
19th century was so rigorously enforced, that in many families were -
pairs bearing the same name, as in case both grandfathers or both
guand wothers had the same name., In such cases those thad the same
nace name would be distinguished by prefixes meaning big- and little-
as Store-Knut and Besle-Knut., It even happened that three individu-
als in a family bore the same name. An authentic case had Stor-Ola,
vesl-0la, and Store-Vesl-0la in the same family.

To skip an ancestor in oxitting his name, accordiing to this tradi-
tional order of naxing was to dishonor his memory; and Norwegians: Ier
great sticklers for the requirenents of traditional custom. There was
also belief cherished more or less earnestly, that a person was apt
to inherit the characteristics that had marked the ancestor whose
nare he bore, or to resemble him in appearance and traits.

In deneral the irmigrants lived up to the old-country customs and
practices., But the influence of new custoxs in many cases, and in
tine played havoc with the old rules. This would be especially true
azxon¢ those that were settled in neighborhbods of a mixed population;:
4nd it may be said that the inrig¢rants were inclined to accept many
thinds that were new, as improvements over the old.

In our family this tradition of nomenclature became less and less
authoritative. The first boy was named Anders after father's father.
He died before their ecxigration. As I was the next child, I was named
Anders, in accordance with the rule. When my oldest sister, and first
girl, was born, she should have beer Jartruid (=Certrude) for father's
zother. Fut now a new idea came into play. Young women imzigrants got
in touch with Americans as soon as they could in order to learn the
languade and ways of the country. The most cowmon method was to get
work in the hones of Arerican families. ("to work for the Yankees")
Their eaderness to learn the ways of their mistresses made them fa-
vorites as naids of all work. Their rwistresses became fast friends
with them and made the instruction in work and sppech the best that
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the employer could ¢ive, This institution, as we may well call it,
working for the Yankees by the yound immigrant ¢irls, was one of ' .
great educational value in early pioneer days, ‘it had immense cultu-h
ral value to these settlers. These girls got a good practical educafﬁ
tion in just the things of greatest importance. When they married,
each became mistress of an American home of her own. Her importance
in the irmigrant community was measured chiefly by the extent and i
thoroudhness of her Americanization. The young settlers who were seek
ing wives knew the value of such accomplishments in a young woman, '

one effect of this contact with Yankees had wuch to 40 with the per
sonal nomenclature arong the setthers. Most names of these girls were
strange to their erployers. Many were practically unpronodnceable to
ther, If the girl was named such a coomxon way as Anne heﬂéame suffer-
ed no radical change, and she was called Ann or Annie., But if her nazm
was Marit it became Mary. If Ingebor it became Isabel. BRerit became -
Fetsey, Jartrud became Jane, Ingri became Fmily. These were not tranms
lations or equivalents of the nawes; but were handy substitutes sug-
gested by resemblance in sound or ty the initial letter or sound.,
A certain schedule of eguivalents grew to be accepted, so that becaust
it was known that an Ingebor had been named Tsabel by her Axerican emn-
ployer other Ingebors would expect to be called Isebel, and give thel
nares as such on gettiing employnent with Americans,

Noe, when ny sister was to be baptized, a couple of these American-
jzed woren friends of mother, knowing that she was due to be naned
Jartru (or in book Norwegian, Gjertrud); and knowing, too, that mo-
ther's gother was named Ferit; they translated both these; and sug-
gested Petsey Jane as the name of the baby.

My father's father having peefiuly honored by my having been named
for himz, when the next boy was to be nawred he should have been named
Tosten (=Thorstein) as mother's father wrote his name. But 1t nappené
that zother's oldest brother had died shortly before the baby came,
So, in remermbrance of the brother the child was paptized with thename
of #sten instead of Tosten, as the custom demanded.

The next boy was named Tosten. The established succession of names
having been upset .in the way related. The next girl was nared Ingri
after mother's grandmother, instead of Marit as was her turn, after
father's paternal eranduother, Warit Thorkelsdatter. The next girlv‘ﬂ
(tbe thir4) was named Marit.

This ancient succession in inherited nomenclature, though generally
observed by the settlers in the early period of ienigeztion, has fal-
len rore and more into disuse; and amond the families founded by the
pioneer inaigrants, few pay any attention to it; except that many

reference
g?ve 1o nanes that hal been in use a long time in their ancestry.
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Some of these Ziven names were common to all the famrilies in a
¢iven conrunity, while a few might be in use only by certain fam111e8
but owing to 1ntermarriaée the cormon ¢given naces were well dlstri-_;-
buted. Though the stock of names was fairly large, the fact that neuf,
naces rarely found their way into a community that had such a hard
and fast syster of inheritence, tended to make tke number of persons
bearing the same ¢iven nane large.

To distingduish such naresakes from one another, a patronymic wa s
employed consisting of the father's name with the ending -sen or ,
--atter)according to the sex. Thus Erik Knutsen meant Erik the son of
Knut, and would distinguishk bim from Erik the son of Lars. Kari Nils-
datter vwould distinguish this Kari frow daughters of Qle and Mads,

Further to set off and identify the bearers of any given name, a
place-nare was adde@ o indicate the :individual's residence, home,~or
origin. The place-nane consisted of the name of a farm or specified -
division of a farm. Thus, Thoms Qlsen Helle was Thors the son of ole
and had his home at Helle or was born there or owned or leased Helle,
In short the place-name signified some distinctive relation to Helle.
Or, to make the distinction mrore definite the place-nane might speci-
fy what division of Helle, as Ner-Helle, North-Helle, etc. South-Egge
Stor-Oygar, and the like were used. ' ‘

The rost cormon uses of a farw-rname indicated either birth on that
faro or residence there, Of course if the person using a farn-name
was the owner or user of the farz his use of its nare would be a mat-
ter of course; and even so, the name of the farz on which he was born
night be azded or inserted, like knut Pedersen Ren Lerol. Rut such de
vices were not frequent.

Soretines it even happened that a servant would be called by the
nare of the farm of Lis employer. Thus, in the case of father' 8 ¢grand
wother Marit Torkelsd. Bagdetun, who was "tenistjente" (maid) at Egﬂe
when she married the widower Haldor-Haldorsen Oigar, appears in the'

parish record of the marriage as Marit Torkelsdatter Rgge, a maid-of-
all-work,

-—

By this rule or custom, when a woman married She assumed the farm-s«=
nare of her husband. Thus, if Rerit Olsd. Fgge married Tosten Gsteﬁ'-i
sen Funde, her name becare Perit QOlsd, PRunde. It happened in her case.’
that her husban died. By some provision of the law, she retained a '
right to residence at Punde, and continued to reside there, and her
name continued to be the same, Rerit Olsd. Punde. After a time she
rarried Fner Halvorson Greven. He came to Bunde ard shared her resi-
dence there., This #ad ro effect on her name; it rezained unchanged,
EFut because her hustand chanded his residence To Punde, he becarne
known as Fner Halvorson Funde. He tefque naturalized here under that
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nane, except that the spelling was changed to BRonde, We see that byis
the rules of personal nomenclature, the husband assumed the farm- 4
naxe ot his wife, if she owned a farr and he took up his residence =
on her farm, just in the way that a wozan assumed the farm-name of h;
the husband, It was sinply a nare indicating place. ;

If a ran traded farms, or sold out and bought another farm and took
up his residence on the farm acquired he assured that farr-name. The.
farr-nace was changed every tirme a change of residence was made, un-
less it was only a texporary change. Such things happened that the
original farmr-name was retained on assuming a new one, for purposes
of convenient distinction. Thus, Jon Knutson Ken bought Lerol, and - -
is afterward referred to as Jon Knutson Ren Lerol. It is seen that
the tarmr name is used in any convenient manner, as a part of the aa- .
pellation of persons. '

Erothers owning different farxs would of course have different fary
naxzes, The brothers Ivar Gudbrandson Ringsted and Jerden Gudbrandson .
Loren care as early immigrants, fror the farms Kingstad and Loren.
They of course used their old-country nares and were naturalized un-
der thexr. There are descenpdants of each, known as Ringstads and Lo-.
rens, -though descendantsﬂibe farily that for centuries owned Ringstad

The farm-naxe was not , either by law or custor, considered an esse
tial surname. Individuals might gdet along without any reference to |

their birthplace or residence, by using only the patronymic, in adq'”
£ition to the Jiven nawe, as Culbrand Iverscn, Lisbeth Nilsdatter, ¢

In fact it was the custor of military officers to require sergeants
to onit the farm-rame to which they were entitled, and to use only
the patronymic., SerdeantGuvrand Iversen Leken was practically forbid-
den to use his farm-nane officially in the service, being listed and
recognized simply Serg't;iverson. The oftficial tifle, Serdeant, serv-
ing the sane purpose as Leken, in setting hin off awcn¢ the Iversons.

Sometines the fearm-name was onitted for the sake of the distinction
the oxission occastoned he son of Thguas Houden was always referred
to as Ole Houdern, nhile a gepgrke¥§v1ngo‘I%F the family)was called
Ole Torkelson simply; so that it is doubtful that the neighbors were -
aware that his nare was Hougen. At least 1 was not aware of the fact-
until I learned it after several years' acquaintance.

Tn business and social intercourse the patronyric was ocwitted, and
only the diven and place names used, as Thomxas Veblen, or Haakon Ro- -
ble. Usually the sidnature wacde use of s=imply the initial of the pat-
ronynic, As Thomas A, Veblen, Haakon K. Roble; or :initials of baptis-
ral naces would suffice, like T. A, Veblen, H., K, Roble; quite as in
Americen nares consisting of given, xiddle, and surnarne.
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This long digression, discussing the syste2¢9§ personal nomencl&§ §g
ure that the imrigrant had been aggustomed to, has been made in or-"3
der to give some idea of the nature of the d{}ficulties that beset -
hiz on his being obliged to change to a different system.
The systex in use here recognized two elements, the given name and
the surname. There was sormetimes, if not always, a riddle name, so-
called, but it was only a part of the given nare, which might consis
of two parts, forning a sort of corpound given name. But the surnam
was predestined and unchandeable, and was soretimes called the fami-*
ly name. It was perpetual, except that a woman changed it on becoming;

rarried. - T
On coming here the inmigrant was oblided to abandon his old system-

and adopt that which he found required by custom and law in his new .

hore. Often, or in wany cases, the process broucht grievous results,

The enigrant about to leave his home prccured a document which ree:
cited his standing and status as a citizen and member of the comruni-
ty, and which served to establish his identity. It contained his le-.
gal nauwe written out in full. This testimonial was nost often made
cut and signed by the pastor of the parish, and was called the Eni-
grant's “Preste Attest™, He showed it at all the steps in the process
of his departure. o

¥hen he arrived an immigrant on this side the Attest was his cre-
dential that he showed to all authorities with whom he had to deal
in entering this country. ~

¥hen the imzigrant had arrived at his destination, the chief occa-
sions on which he used his Attest, were when he declared his inten-
tion to become a citizen, and when he preempted land, Clerks of court
and redgistere of land offices must be presumed to have done their
best in makind a correct record of names; but often it happened that
errors were made, which no doubt were ottenest due to misunderstandinﬁ
the showind of the attest or the irmigrants personal staterent,:

I1f the official made 2 faithful transcript fron the Attest before
hizx the Norwegian form of the name became part of the legal record,:
But this was not always done, as the results too plsinly show., It .-
seexws that the chief errors arose where the officjal tried to intetef
pret the staterent of the Attest or the immigrant's own declaration; -
and the ditficulty appears to have arisen out of the o?ficial'a nis-
directed effort to deal with the coubination of patronymic and farm-
race, which of course he should have accepted as it stood 0?53%3

givenfmhna H?Yizut considering himself taelled on to 1nterpre%. That
is, {%ings went wrond when these oftficials became officious,
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When the newcomer laid before such an officious clerk a document.
showing the three names (given name, patronymic, and farm-naxe) o
pronounced the three parts of his full name, such as Ole Christoph-y
ersen Soine, it struck him that Christophersen was like a ¢ood many -
Arerican surnares, Jefferson, Madison, Jackson, Harrison, nanes of‘”
four presidents, and any number of surnames that he could think of -
were like this Christophersen. There were pleJ; of Dobsons,: Hobeons,i
Emersons, Gleasons, that he knew, This man be{Bre bim must have. thg\A~
given nare Ole and the surname Christophersen where he caze from..It
would bé the same here except that it would end in -son in Awerican.. .
And Soine might be sore immaterial addition that for sdme reason was
added according to Norwegian usage, but surely could not be the real
surnacre; for was not there a sure enough surname that ended in ortho-
dox Arericiin ranner?

Soine was left out, and a "first paper™ was issued to Ole Chrisdto-
péreon° or it was certified that Ole Christopherson had preempted a
parcel of land, When Ole aftpeward opened the neatly folded docu-

E?% ’ e“QQ?’have gope back to the office and tried to get the error
corrected, only to be told that no correction could be made in the
record, which showed that he had made cath that Ole Christopherson
was his name, whkich was true enough; for according to his name-con-f
consciousness he wag,both Ole Christopherson and Ole Soine. Ole did .
not, likely, realiz?hsge Christopherson could not also be Ole Soine,
in America; or that Ole Soine could nct obtain title to the parcel'A
of land that Ole Christopherson had preempted. And after he had bought
his preempted land he could not sell it legally as Ole Soine., Ole
Soine's experience was duplicated by many an early immigrant.

¥hat clerks of courts of record sonetimes 4i3d to Norwegian impi-
grants who appeared before ther to take the first step in naturali-
zation would be incredible if it were not for the irrefutable evi-
dence in the results, Peder Guttormsen Stavn became Peter G, Thomp-
son. Ole Herbrandsen Sire becare Ole Rronson. -Any number of Cudbrand-
sens becane Fronsons. Sore few dgubtless willingly left off their
farm-nanes in assuming American citizenship, as in the cases of Qte- !
phen=Olson and his brothers fror Helle, and others that 413 not wish.
to use their farm-name as a surnare. But it is no exadgeration to
say that nine-tenths of Norwedian surnames ending in -son, in Ameriéa;
are the result of difficulty in getting the farx-name accepted as the

r

surname,by the inrigrant ancestor.

No other nationality than Scandiravians (Norwegians, Swedes, Danes,i
Icelanders) nad this sort of difficulty about their personal nomen- :
clature, on comring as inunidrants; for none used a patronymic compoundq

ed ocut of the given naxe of the father, as in Scandiravian countries.l
|
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Even so late as when marriage licences had be Fore a requirement ,ﬂ
the most egregious and most unbelieveable ristakes could come to gass
The word naturalization was undoubtably pronounced with the 1 long, by
the arericans with whom the settlers had dealings. For, in the Norwe-

- gian which the settlers continued to speak among themselves&h?nd in

which they adopted American words to express new concepts forA% ey
hai no word or phrase in Norwedian, they coined the expression, “na-
tur-leisn" to denote a naturalization paper. Naturalization sounded

ruch like that, 0 #¥ame.

ewyfgrgarriaqé licences came into vogue, here was a concepl fggaﬁgey

ad no Norwegian name or word. So they adopted the word licence; and
in adapting it to their Norwegian speech they called this sort of pa-
per likewise a "leisn". Not natur-leisn, but a leise to be allowed to
parry.

Now it happgned in Towa, that a young man was about to marry; and he
went to the county seat to get his "leisn". The clerk of court seers
to have misapprehended the sttuation, and to have put the young man
through the wrong legal proceedure, which the young ran, in his igno-
rance of Fnglish, d4id not realize was not what he desired. For when th
rinister who was to officiate, called for the "leisn®, it appearedhfi_
the clerk had given him a "natur-leisen” and made him a citizen, in-
steag allow Qge clerdyran to marry him. Of course the yound ran was
corpelled to make arother hurried call upon the clerk for the right
"leisn™. This incredible incident is fully authentic, and‘was one of
the outstanding anecdctes related by the officiatind winistzr, who
was the late Rev. Nils Frandt.

Father's Preste-Attest I remenber well was a good piece of penman=-
ship, written in a small handwriting, with the names written out in
Latin script. Father's name at the beginning was written out in full,
Thomas Andergen Veblen. The document has long been lost. I am not sure
that he haddgfter the removal to Minnescta, in 18A5. Father habitually
kept his 1uportant papers in a leather pocket-book that he brought
fror Norway; and this wallet had become quite bulky with its contents
of docuzents by 18A5.

I remenber quite clearly the appearance of father's first paper. It
was taken out socn after his arrival, in 1847, T believe; certainly _
before ny birth. In the space for the nane, in the printed form, Tho-
nas Anderson had been written so as to be centered in the blank space,
and Veblen had peen written in on the right, plainly crowded in ., It
ksd marks cf having first been first misspelled and afteeward having
been corrected, but in such a way as to make it poorly legible.
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-1 can not say that father displayed his Attest when he declared his
intention to become naturalized and obtained this fiirst paper; But |
rost likely he 4id, accordins to his habit. If he d1d not show his .At-
test, he would give his name orally. In either case the clerk, as cler
too often 4id, entered father's nane as being Thomas, ¢iven name, and
Anderson, surname; and left out the farm-name,'Veblen. When father say
that the full name had not been written, or his interpreter saw this,.
(newccners generally had to emrploy interpreters in dealing with offi-
cials) the clerk would have to make 8 correction, and rather than mak-
ing out a new paper, he wrote Veblen intc the paper that had been made
out., Whether he also corrected the record, is anotker quesfion.

Tf the paper did not agree with the record, when father appeared fo:
obtaining his second, or naturalization, paperythere wouldi of course be
trouble. But naturalizing foreigners in those far-off days was a per-
functory proceedure, and not as carefully conducted an act as the mak-
ing ot citizens has become now. Most of the candidates were not ready
in the understanding and use of Fnglish. Nor were they generally accus
tozed to proceedures of courts.. It is no wonder that errors were made
that were due to ignorance botk on the part of the imuigrants and on

the part of the officials,
tbout father's second gaper 1 have a less distinct memory than of

the Freste-Attest and the intenticn paper.

When these docurents were last handled in my distinct recollection
was during the civil war. When the first draft for the civil war taok
place father was still within the 18-45 age lirit, and stood the
dratt, as it was phrased, like all able-bodied citizens above 18 and
below 45, I can well reuweunber the relief that mother expressed when
it was known that father had not been drafted,

when the second draft took place he was 45; but when the lists were
published father's nane appeared on ther. In order to get his nane
ott the list he was oblig f?o the proper office; and it was at that
tire that the naturalization papers and the attest were examined and
he took then.with him. ] rexexber he fold that he was required to
make oath te lhe genuineness of the documents that showed his age,

1 have a belief that Father' s naturalization paper was lost in this
handling during the war, Some docuxent was then sent away for some
official scrutiny. 1 renember that Mr. Knapp, whoom father used to em-
ploy to do writirg in English and which required a knowledge of law
and ledal forws, once during that time, did some writing fcr him, and
that ] was dispatehed to Clarks WVills to mail a larde, bulky envelope,
in which were some parpers of father's., These bapers were not promptly
returned or heard fror. There were later conferences with Wr Knapp;
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and he was disappointed and puzzled, I 40 not remenber that any sati-..
{sfactory return . was received; and the docurent was never heard fro %ﬁ

Late in father's life, while he lived at Bloomxing Prairie, QOrson '
told me that father's citizenship paper could not be found. Some in- ;
guiries that were wade as to records regarding then led to no resultﬁ;
He did not tell me where the inquiries had been. rade. It was more tha)
fifty years after father's immigration; and in view of the great irre
ularities and carelessness that were comzon during father's early exff
periences in America, T do not wonder that the inguiries led only to”
disappointment, The appearance of his first paper is convirncirg proof
of gross varelessiess, if not fraud, on the part of the clerk of cour

The land bought :in Town od Cato, Manitowoc County, in 1854, was, T
believe, 'sf%ulator land™, held by an absentte owner; And when he re-
ceived his deed it was wade to Thomas Andersop.It was so listed in th
assessor's books and those of the Town Treasurer, who was also cdllec
of the taxes. For a lon¢ time Thomas Thornton collected taxes,

Of course the sare forr of the name was used on all official lists,
voters in the town, road districts, and the like, Among the Norwegian
of the neighbors and of the whole settlexent, he was known as Thomas -
Veblen; by the Valdrises as Vev)e by the others as Veblen, as written
Sone of the Vestlandinds said Vzvle, or Vovle. PBut the Americans and
Irish ccnsistently and steadily refused to call hinm anything but Ande:
son. For that matter they called none of the Norwegians by any sur-
nare but their patronymric. The Kjaras were Salvesons or Larson, QOle
Aabol was called Olson. Eerge was Thompson. On the school register ev-
ery child of a Norwedian was a -scn,

%hen I first went to school, and the teacher asked me my name, I ga
it as o0ld Perde, ry tutor wrote it, in full. Tha teacher, Mr. Crocker,
who had no knowledge of Norwedian custcns, seemed puzzled. When T £Y
startsd to repeat, Salve Larson, a young man who happened to sit next
pe nudided me with his elbow hard enoudh to hurt, and told the teacher
my name was Andrew Thompson, after the Norwegian method of nomenclat-
ure., And the teacher wrote it down that way; and that was what he qél-
led we. T believe the next terw, when Retsey and QOrson also uere'séﬁt
that Miss Knappentered us all as Thorpsons; but father made remonstra:
ces, and afterward we were listed as Andersons at school.

So, in all official matters Father was Thoras Anderson; and 1 amr qu:
sure all other Norwegian residents in the town of Catc submzitted, or
were nade to subzit, to be known by their patronymics. I do not recal.
a single exception. T remerber that two sisters of Rev. Q. Juul, once

attended our schcol; and the teacher comproaised on Juuls., The same
teacher made a soxewhat siwilar concession, in calling Mre. Haakon



58
Roble Mrs. Hawkins. The Cerman Wagner was allowed to retain his sury
naze, as were other Cermans and Bohemians. But it seemed no Sqandii%?;
vian in our town was allowed to be anything but a -son. In the toiﬂg'}
of Liberty and Faton Norwegians controlled the town organizations_aﬁ
held town offices. There the settlers had such names as Rerge, Rob}éy
Skattebu, Weblen, Oppen, Gigstad, Sehus, Lovre. e

This was the condition the ten years we lived there. Now it is quite
pifferent. . Rl

Vhen we moved to Mimnesota, My uncle Ole Fonde, who acted as fathd;5
‘representative, saw to it that father acquired title to the land in hi
proper nare; and we were no longer called anything but Veblen. Tt is
a sort of rernant of the Anderson regime, that when we children began
to attend Carleton College we were listed as Xnderson Veblens. Such a
practice had grown up among Norwegian families, that the children adoj
a "riddle initial" or "middle letter™ ip their nazes, to agree with-t!
patronyxic of their father, as it served as a mark of id:mtification,
Andrew A, Veblen, Orson A. Veblen, as being the sons of Thomas A. Veb-
len. A custor like this had been evolved among settlers that had ha¢
an expé?iénégrgigilg;' 3'?3%Be%'é:”1é'¥hé“}égiéiéié‘éf‘fhé'éaiiééé'al]
nanes were written out in full, as is the usual pratice. So we three,
appear as andrew Anderson Veblen, Orson Anderson Veblen, Emily Andersc
Veblen. But Whﬁﬁ Thorstein and later ones registered,fhﬁfbroke with -
this rule, andhfegistered as Thorstein Bunde Veblen. After 1865 there
has been no further trouble about the surnane,
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Vother d1d all the sewing for the family including what the men QQE?;
che cut and sewed all the clothes géy wore. It is to be remembered t
that after Haddor came, in 1848, he ‘continued to be a member of the b
household until his death, in 1505. I believe they had a supply of i
cloth of various sorts, home-woven stuff from Norway, which supplied f
thew for the first years; and this included quantities of Vadmel, or .
Norwegian frieze, out of which the men's clothes were made., A8 early';
as ] can remexber mother cut.and:sewed the complete suits' for them.

In time the supply of cloth dave out; and after that she spun and
wove the wool that went into the making of the clothes. Of course she
first clipped the wool from the sheep, That was never wen's work in:
valdres. FRut I can remember in early years that the men would help
with the carding, in this way that they would coarse-card the wool
(¢reype); and mother, or her help if she had any, would card into the.
rolls frorw which the spinning was done. A

When they came, 1847, they did not bring a spinning wheel, but had
one brought by later comers. The first wheel did not prove satisfactor
in that it growled slightly in running. This they were unable to remed
After our removal to Manitowoc County., The wagon maker %fubrand Hanson,
who had a lathe, made new spools for the wheel head; but the wheel
growled the same as before., So a new wheel was brought frox Norway by
sore newcomer; and this second wheel ran noiselessly. This first wheel
is the one now in Princeton with Oswald. The second is at Harold's.

Mother also 'got herself an American spinning wheel, of the large
wheel variety, which is operated standing up. She used it a great deal

as it will spin much more rapidly than the sealler whee%,at which the

spinner sits down.

0f course father made her a loor in hig best style of workmanship.
The loom was in such nearly constant operation that it stood alwost al
the time in the southwest corner of the large living room. For winding
warp, ready to be wound upon its cylinder in the loon, there was a ree
about four feet dian%ﬁﬁf agd sone seven feet high. When it was used it
had its place in the méstags hall. It was coyilapsible and could be put
~away in a corner..Reeds for the looux were obtained from Norway.

The weft was wound in bobbins for the shuttle, upon a spindle made
of wood and projecting from the spinning wheel head. A cylinder of 1
stiff paper, as writing paper,was first wound on the siindle, and on.
this was wound the bobbin of weft. T was early trained to bobbin the
weft yarn. The first spinming wheel was relegated to this use after
the second had come; and T have nade more bobbins of weft than T like
to think of. Winding bobbins was not considered as nuch ot the work

of producijng cloth, and the thanks or rewards were not profuse, as I r
recréaber 1t. '
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Reeds were obtained fror Norway, at first, at all events, by gettin
ipnmigrants to purchase them there and bring them with them. Reeds had
to be spaced, or graded, for the different spacings of the warp; and-
paturally it took a large number to fit the varieties of weaving to bea
done; so that there were dozens of ther in mother's outfit. As I remem-
"per it, it was not until the close of the civil war, that they got in:*
touch with American concerns that could supply acceptable reeds. _ff
~ All the harness used was rwade by hand, by tying twine on a fore made-

out of a boe2d, called a heveld-fje} (harness-board). The harness had -
to be made with great care, each harness tied with three double knots,
and under equal tension, else the shuttle would have an uneven floor:
of stretched warp-threads to travel over, with chances of making ris-
weavings in the web.

Another part of the weaving outfit were several reels to hold the
skeins of warp during the process of reeling the warp on the large reel,
preparatory to winding the warp on the back cylinder of the loom, from
which the warp was paid out in the process of weaving, There were two
of these, in particular, that were nade of a large number of sticks
joined, three and three, at the ends in a peculiar arrangecent, of whic
1 have seen no specimens other than such as were brought fron Norway. ..
One of these father had made before their exigdration. The other he made
in Manitowoc County. There were usually four af these smali reels useda
in filling the large reel,

1t 1s thus seen that a complete weaving outfit involved a large nurbe
of parts. First there were the three spinning wheels. The large collap-
sible reel, with the four scall reels, one -of which was made so as to
be convertible into a skeining reel, to skein the yarn spun on the spin-
ning wheel. Then there was the loom, a fairly intricate machine, made
in knock-down manner, so that it cculd be taken down, when not in use;
and all its parts had to be made with great exactness in order to work
scoothly. There were the supply of reeds, of which there were at least
two dozen. Then the harness, one complete set of which sufficed for the
different varieties of weaving; but which in time had to be replaced,:
as it wore out., There was the harness-board on wkich the harness were
rade by tying, There were shuttles suited to different gqades of cqarse
and fine weaving. Finally, there was an instrument called spjelk in :
Valdris, which was adjustable toc the width of the web, and which served
to keap the woven web stretched, to an even width, as it was made up #¥
stroke by stroke by the reed,

It is seen-that a conplete outfit for doing all sorts weaving, from
carpets to all-wool frieze, was a somewhat forwmidable affair. Not many
woren even in the Vanitowoc Valdris settlerent, had looms; thoug¢h they
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In the outfit should be mentioned a particularly well-made reel for - .
winding yarn fror the spinning-wheel spools into skeins, the “heapetrégﬁﬁ
which had been made by father, and made in his best workmanship. Tt qéé?
of course convertible, by placing the reel horizontally, into a reel L
fror which skeins could be unwound, in filling bobbins for the shuttles,
winding yarn into balls, reeling it unto the large reel for the loom,.éf

Much of the weaving was done to produce cloth for various uses that
needed to be cnly part wool, gnd for which cotton warp was bought. But
the production of Norwegian frieze, which was all wool, represented the
rost formidable task in mother's weaving. First, all the warp and the
weft had to be spun, to the proper standard of fineness so as-to pro- “‘
duce fabric of the required weight. The spinner was expected to feel be-
tween her fingers just how fine the thread should. There was also the  °
question of giving the right twist to the thread in order to give the
fabric the right degree of softness. In short, the spinner had to make
the yarn just right to meet ultinmate requirexents in the cloth. Also
different characteristics were demanded for warp and weft. 1 remerxber
that there was a twist called "vefta-snu™ for the weft, and a"varpe-snu*
for the warp. One required the spinning-wheel to revolve righthandedly,
the other the opposite. I can't venture to say which was which. But I -
anr positively sure these terazs were used. ' fj

Of course nost yamns and fabrics had to be dyed;.ahd‘aniadeqqate de—{
scription of the dying processes practised by mother would require sev-
eral pages., This was an art in which properly trained young women immi-"-
grants were expected to be trained, educated, in fact. Knowledge of
the various dye-stuffs, as .indigo, cochineal, logwood, etc., and the
processes of their preparation, and at last the process itself of appli-
cation, all had to be known minutely and accurately. There were no handj
books with set, printed rules. T

The frieze, "vadrel™, or "vedmaal™ (in Valdris), was as a rule woven
white, or undyed, unless it was nade fromw black wool. After it was woven
it had to be fulled, to develope the nap which characterizes the stuff.
This is usually done in a starping mill. There were no such mwills avail-
able, and starping rills were too formidable to build fcr the uses ofﬁg
a single farwily or even a lirited neighborhood. The production of fnigie
was not practised denerally by the settlers. Tkey got along without: Egt
rother was not sastisfied to rake clothes out of ordinary stuff that céuﬂ
could be bought, because it did not have the strength of what she could
weave herself.

So, the fullirg of the frieze had to be done by hand, or, properly
speaging, by foot. Any workinrg of the cloth, especially in warn water,
woald full it. Rolling cr twistiine newly knit nittens, of woocl, would
full thenr and make ther more substantial; and ttis was done by hand, on

a corrugated surface such as a8 ccmmon wash-board, Woollen czitténg apd -
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socks were often fulled in this way, by hand, in order to give ther -
softness and substance, to increase their warxth and. strength.

Rut a piece of woollen cloth of several rards' length could not easii
ly be manipulated in this way. So it was stamped by the feet, Sometig_g
the nen, father and Haldor, especially when the winter weather was-too%}
bad for outdoor work, would stamp suck cloth. It would be placed in al}
tub with a quantity of warmed water, and the operator would work the. bqy
dle by standing on it and tramping on it, giving it any rolline motion
that the process called for, and he knew how to give. '

After the fulling provess the frieze was usually dyed; and the cutting
and sewing of all the working clothes that the two men used, down.into
tke years of the war, was done by nmother. She spun, wove, dyed, cut,
and sewed the clothes for us children, though not of frieze for us. Un-
til after we had noved to Minnesota, I had not worn trowsers or coats
that mother had not produced out ot wool grown on our own éheep.

She had a reputation for such sxill in weavins, that Trisbh and Ageri-
cans care fror distant parts of the county, bringing yarn out of which
she wove cloth for them. AnZ for such weaving as she consented to 4o,
they paid her very dood prices. In fact, skte did not enccuragde people
to bring her worx of this kind; and charged them good, stiff prices.
Father used to rencnstrate against her doing so much of it. I remember
once that anilIrishnan livine uore than 15 miles away, paid her fecr a -
piéce of weaving a sum that the fclks afterward estimated would have
bought him more yards of standard woolen blanketirg at the store.

~ rne"weaving was not contfined to cotton and wocl; for she wove tdwelin;
of homespun flax. We generally had a patch of flax. Thread spun from
flax was used in sewindg things that were subjected to the roughest use,
like the legginds the men wore in the snow, while clearing land, and
other work in the tinber.

Tte preparation of the flax for spinning involved a series of proc-
esses. First the rizpe tlax was pulled up by the roots, which was not
difficult, since the roots had become brittle and weak. A piece of
snooth meadow with second growth of grass was selected; and the flax
was spread out in light rows, to lie and rot the woody stalks. When, in
8 few weeks' exposure to the weather, the stalks had been rotted suf-§.
ficiently, The rows were rolled up and tied in neat, small bund les, and
dried in the sun. Next, the seed was threshed out with tlails. The
stalks were then rossted near an open fire till they becane brittle.v
Tt small qusntities were to be spun, this roasting nig¢ht be done before
one of the fireplaces; but for large quantities the flax was spread
upona platforn built open of poles. Under this a fire was built, tak-
ind care that it d4id not burn with much flame. The hot air and sroke,
peseing up through the spaces in the top, then roasted the stalks and
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and rendered then brittle for the next process, the Ereaking of the
flax. For this an upright plank, with a sharpened edgewas used. Across;
this edge, which of course lay horizontal, a bundle of 'the roasted t}
was held by one hand, while the bundle was beaten by a cudgel in the
ther hand, until the woody part of the stalks was beaten up into smal
fragnegpts, scﬁg of which fell ocut during the brqaking.

The.fqagments of the stalks which were sticking among the fibres of -
the stalks, were combed out .in the next process, of Hackling. The hackle
consisted of an array of upright sharp pointed wires of several inches
across. Ey 4rawing the handful cf fibres through the hackle, the'fibrei
were cleared of fragments of sters, and becare a fine, fluffy'mass of
linen tibres, ready for the spinning. ﬁ,few such hackled bundles were
tied about an upright rod standing up from the spinning-wheel hqad;,ahd
the spinning was done from this mass, the spinner drawing out the right
arount of fibre for the rate at which the spindle revclved.

It is seen that even for the sinple operation of providing a little
flax for thread and for toweling, a special equipment of impleménts was
required, and a series of processes qas.:inxolved.:Cuniously enough, |
such a roasting platforn of open pole-rcof had been erected on the farm
of Lars Kjzra, a rwile or so south cf us, in a most peculiar natural for
ration. There was there a fault in the linestone, which there cane tos
the surface. The fault left a perpendicular wall of rock some aix to df'
eight feet in height. Fromn the upper level the platform of poles had §¢
been built cut, sc that one could walk out on the platforr from the 1lev.
el of the upper ¢round, and 'spread the flax in place. Underneath, at th
lower ground level was built the roasting fire. This served the whole”
neighborhood for the flax-drying. The roasting fire was largely kept up
fron the stalk fragments produced by the preaking process that went on
about the platform; for the best flax-breaking was done while the flax
was still warn fror the roasting.

In time a great quarrying industry developed at this spot; for it was
found that the rock was a very valuable limestone formation; so that a
railway spur was run out fror the near by station at Valders, which 1n
tize was built by the railway, when it was laid, :

It is my impression that when we moved from Sheboygan County, no sheg
were taken along. If we had sheep the first year, they were disposed of
to dive way to a new enterprise of father's; for T remenber well when
he bouzht two ewes and a ram of pure-blooded Spamish Werinos, and froxn
this bedinning developed a unique wool industry in that community. For
the ran he paid the unheard-cf price of twenty dollars, The ewes were
four or five dollars each. The ran soon died of some disease. It was
found that a more serviceatble wcol was produced by graies of merinos

not jure of plood. At the time of our removal to Vinnesota, in 184§,
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-father sold his entire flock of a hundred-odd sheep to Mr. Gagfriel e
Morbeck. They were half to a quarter merino grades. ' _ )

This Merinc wool was, on account of its fineness, more difficult'tod
card than coarser wool; and father used to take the wool clipping tp;
carding rill some distance away; and what he did not sell he brought- &
homre carded read for spinning and weaving. There was a ready sale of
what surplus uool produced on the farm. This high grade of wool of couyr
en%bled mgther to make a superior gquality of cloth on her loom.

weaving and spinning that mother did, she of course had

help in the ordinary household activities and in the spinning; but it wi
was rarely that any one other than mother sat in the loor and wove.: It
would be only as a rare experiment, so rare that I always noticed it
particularly, because ‘it was uncormon. .Any aid she got out.of her help
in operating the loor did not amount to anything, practically. Motherltz
vas, in fact, ever embarrassed by the plenitude of help at han@,.which7
arose out of the number of newcomers from the old hcme cormunity.

[

All the settlers who could find réghpgor newconers were obliged to J
give then shelter until they could find hones for themselves. Those tha
had built conmodious houses invariably had newconers living with them " |
during the first nonths after their arrival, ' *ii

.As father had built a fairly large house on his arrival in the settleq
nenty before but a very few had been able to replace the first small i
log house with a mcre*pretentlous frane dwelllne) we housed newcowers
those first years to the capacity of the house.

First of course relatives or near neighbors from the home bygd had to
pe considered. 1 have told c¢f ny drandmother Bunde's tamily living with
us in Town thirteen and of the arrival of mother's cousin Fwbrik Egge,
He continued to live with us many years after our coming to Town of Ca-
to. His sisters Sissel and Ingri with her daughter "vesle Sissel, were
with us from the beginning in Manitowoc.Co., They soon got active else-
where; but they, like their brother, made our house their headquarter;
and were with us often for considerable periods before the war.

Guri 1 Stele, a relative'of: mother’ g/(as early with us and was a moat
helpful girl. There was a Curo, who married a widoweé neighbor. Later
cane Marit paa Ala-@ygare and her grown daughter, who were uith.us»fdtﬂ
quite a time, until her haughter had become quite educated in American
ways, and made a fortunate marriage.

Astri i Dokken was not a relative tut a sister of sone neifhbors. She
was with us one of the first yearé or two, and was a very strong and
industrious woman. She was an "outstanding® wonan in fact and one of the
-zos8t ¢enuinely helpful newcomer women. In time she married the widower

K{zra, on whcse land was the flux-roasting platform .in the geologid
a0l ln ‘the linestone rock. P geolog
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Toward the time of the war came an old chur of mother's, d4nne Eunde&”
and her nearly grown son Mads, who enlisted in the 15th Wis. under thq%
nacze Mads Williams. Anne married Lars i Ringe then near Clark's Mills;:
but later owning land on which limestone was quarried =

Three or four years before the war cane txsryaarumsengen "Velisenge'
fanily, consisting of the widowed mothe?ﬁcﬁ'eight chiildren, ranging
from youn¢ manhood to six years. Father and mother joined other neighf,
bors in securing for them a primitive lo¢ cabin which happened to bﬁfi'
anoccupied. Though in great need, this family supplied a lot of life
and energy to the immediate community. Several of these young people
got houserocor and ewployment at our house. The son Nils became almost
a menber of our household for several years, until he enlisted in the
15th ¥is. in which he became Lieutenant Nils I. Gilbert. |

A1l of these that have been mentioned were more or less constantly
attached to us as much as three or four years in some cases. Bul there
were nany others. Trond Kattevol, whc was harelipped)cleared land one .
winter. Erik i Engen was with us a year, perhaps. Cubrand Haslebrek, th
painter often was a welcome guest. Helji Nosaase, with his twisted foot
furnished a lot of cheer and acusement. Often we had Knut Crenole, who
had borrowed soxe money, and worked small instalments when extra bel@
was needed; but hardly took care of the interest. He always got out of
chewing tobacco; and then he could not work. It made him too sick; and
there was no tobacco to be had at our house, unless Exbrik happened to
be about. Father and Haldor did not use tobacco in any form.

There were narny others who dot jobs of clearing land during the win-
ters, and staid with us, often for months at a time, Then there were o-
ther house-guests, often for a week or two. Such were my tutor Rerge, .
who returned each winter for a sorewhat prolonged stay, and who was a
gost welcore guest, Capt. Rode, the fat, retired old salt, with his e-
laborate yarns, was always good for at least twc weeks.(See Samband,
anq';ﬁED Once kndre Torstad, s student and a distant relative, who be
cane a Methodist preascher of preomxinernce, spent a vacation with us while
he was studying. The theological student, Georde (or Gjeruld) Olsen, a
Dane, who got a pastorate at N2 Cencark, often came by as a colporteq
of religious books; and he invariably staid a while, often making ourf'
house a headquart:icrs while he canvassed the settlement. He sometimes .
preached. Once he ¢ot a hall at Clarks Mills, and gave the audience '
their choice of hearing about Heaven or Hell. I recall the amusexent
with which the folks received his report, that they voted for Hell, and
he ¢ave them all they wanted of it. Fille Hendre, the Cernan peddler,
who spoke a very fair Norwedian, inwariably ranaged to stay ovetnight}
He krnew all the news and gossip of the settlement and imparted his in-

fo"uatlpn frat1s whl e he convinced the wormen that they needed larde sg
rlies ¢ 8 wares, He was 8 superb raconteur,
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Alrost drxportant enough in the Veblen farily life to be considered- an,
institutéon, was Mads paa Moe (Tveitexo'n), who was our family sboemakex
He cauwe to the house every fall and spring, and staid the two or three -
weeks until he had repaired the worn shoes, and had made the new sboes
that were likely to be needdd for the next halt- year. ' &
- He was a rather swmall old man, living two or three nmiles from us; add
served in the capacity of family shoewaker to several families of the |
settlerent, who observed the old-country custor of haviing the shoemaker
coze to the house and doiing the family cobbling at stated times. He car-

-a kit of all the implexents of his trade, including a large string. of,
lasts of all sizes, He had a positive genius for making lasts. After mak
ing measurerents of a pair of feet, he could take a rough block of wood
(uskally basswood) and hew and whittle it into a last that might fit
any individual characteristic of his client., Always, when he did not h:
a pair of lasts that would fit a case, he would make a last to fit.

He not only made shoes, but he would dress and prepare the leather,
according to custow in Valdees. The proceedure at our place would be
typical. In the fall butchering of perhaps a steer cr heifer and a cou-
ple of calves, the hide and skins would be saved for leather. The hide
was served with a coat of lime on the flesh side. The lime acted to loo-
sen the hairs so that they could be scraped off. Then the flesb.side‘fi
was scraped clear of any adhert¢ng flesh, For this process a peculiar’i?
bench or "horse"™ and a spade-shaped scrap&ng knife were required; and
this equiprzent we had on the farm A

Next the hide was gut into the prepared tanning mixture. This was
contained in a large cask or tub which father had coopered, and the ho
long hcops for which had been made by Poyer Amunds. At first we used a
rixture of birch and oak bark, which was preferably stripged from the
trees in the early spring, when the bark was loose with the sap inside,
Put we changed to using hemlock. The hide was left for weeks and monthd
to tan, After it had been tanned it was left to dry, before being "dres+
sed” or made into leather. :

¥hen Mads had come, in the spring, T was told off to assist him. Firs
we built a fire in the workshop fireplace, and held the moistened hidev

between us before the fire until it was quite warm; then we smeared o 5
it a mixture of tar and grease, usually lard and tallow. Having,againf.
heated it we:rolled it up taghtly, and took if on a bench between us:and
beat it with cuddels, timing our strokes to alternate., After repeating
this jrocess, and twistind the roll between us as hard as we could, the
hide becare fine, pliable 1eather,'usually containing grades of thicke .
ness suitable for ren's shoes down to those for children. The calfskins
yielded stuff for the lichtest requirements. All leather for soles was
bouzht in town, a whcle half-hide at a tine.
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..After the leather had been prepared, Mads would take up the work of:.
repairing and makang shoes. I was not a large boy when he squested} 5
that I might be given a seat near hin as a sort of helper; and the idqa
appealed to me. He tauzht me to peg on half-soles on the plainest repai
ing., Pefore long I could sew on patches acceptably. T learned how to '~
rake waxed-2nds, so tthat I could make ther for his own sewing. I got so
skilled that I could sew any new work to his satisfaction. In fact I’ﬁ»
could under his watching do any of the operations of his trade. Rut RQ
by this time I had ¢got tired of being amateur cobbler, and so told fa-"
ther, whereupon he said, that he would excuse me from further requiring
re to assist Mads, when I had made a pair of shoes entirely by myself
that Mads would pronounce all right.

Qo it was decided that T should make a pair for my own wear. Fut Mads
required that I should make the pair of lasts on which to make them. In
this I had good luck. I.took my own measure, which he checked over; and
when I had done the lasts he pronounced ther as dood asthe had made
them himself. The rest of the job was easy enoudh. 1 had selected the
rost fitting portion in the whole hide; and when the shoes were finally
passed on, they were considered to be a good pair. They proved gquite
corfortable, And I got a lot of wear out of this pair, made out of lea=-
ther that I had helped to tan and dress, and from an aniral T had assf&
in butchering. But it was the last of my cobbling. I believe I afteru;t1
halfsoled a pair of boots of mine; but that is all, This was in 1865;m
and as we that year moved to Minnesota T wore this pair of shoes out on
Copher State soil. FEut, no 4oubt, this training under the kindly but
critical eye of a skilled master was very valuable and gave me training
of lasting benefit. Wads pasa Moe was one of ny benefactors. I put him
beside old Berger as a real triend. '
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With all these newcomer people and the occasional visitors, and suc
as were helping with the clearing of land, though not ruch outside he]
in clearing was hired after the earliest years, we were a good tabelJi
fuli at neals, and rarticularly in the winter time. We were not a small

fanily without the addition of such outsiders as I have mentioned. Théga

were the three grown-ups, father, mother, and Haldor. and by the time: 7
we roved from Manitowoc Co.,ceight chilren, Andrew, PRetsey, Orsaqp, Em{%
ly, Thorstein, Mary, Thomas, and John Fdward who died smwall,vw "Gé;{ﬁﬁ

But 1t was the gathering of the farily in the long winter)evenings.fﬁ
that was particularly memorable, In the large living roomx, it was a bus
gf%éie that gathered about the blazing logs or blocks in the large fire
place. The woren spinning or sewing, or it cight be knittingd, which
was hardly regarded as work but rather as a "pick-up® matter to occupy 
the fingers when not doing formal “"work™. The men would be doing re-
pairs or gloves, leddings, shoes and the like; or they might be whit-
tling axehandles either to replace broken ones or to sell. No one sat
exactly idle. Some one might te readidg aloud froa the newspaper, Thig}
would be father. He was by all odds the best reader in the house. He
had a singularly clear and rapid enunciation. The paper was Emigranteg”
which we took in a club got ugr?gn§r1¢ Erickson (i Rennun). The evening
reading would be especially %he.lnstalment of the story by PBjernstjerne
Bjernson, that ran as a serial in the paper. In this way he read to ua{
Synneve Solbakken, En Glad Cut, and Arne; at least such parts as ran-
during the winters., In the summertize there would be no such evening
gatherinds about the blazing hearth, of course.

But the paper came but once a week and the rost it could do would be
to clair attention for one or two evenings. Rut the foiks and all these
1ateq%€€€rs fror=hoke had a lot of interesting reriniscence fror “home®
The newest newcomers would retail the latest news fror home. There woul
be comparison of nemories and experiences that might be of comron inter
est to the gathering. Fut what held unfailing interest for us young~
sters, were the relation of all sorts of tales of fairies, or the hill{
people, and all the nysterious beings and powers in the stock of folkéf
lore that all these old-country people held stored in the memory,

Some one would relate one of the old tales while the others would gis
close attention, not because the tale was new to therx; but in order to
see whether the raconteur was eiving a version new to the others, or
be on the look-out for any inaccuracy in an accegted version. All knew
the entire stock of tales, it seemed. Vany of the "¥vinty"™ {n Andris
Vand's collections were retold there; anid variations in then closely
considered ard their merits critically weighed,
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Sseveral versions or variations of the goat "Sprov so kji vilde kaaqgﬁ
haim te rettans duggup idag"™ were corpared and discussed. I know it wag.
by the majority of the company considered better Herisbygding to say }%
wrettans dugguy” than "rettan dudgur” as it iis given by Vang. Of cours
there were bound to be many versions and variations in the tales as re-
lated and rerembered by a forum made up frou representatives of Vang, '
Rere, Slire, Austa Aasn, and from far Aurdal, fl

Then there would be the variations in these vernaculars that might
core up for consideration. Of course the standard of our family was
Herisbygding; for the old folks were all raised right in the centre of -
Here. : B

There would also be more modern matter told and discussed, such as
the adventures and incidents of the inmidrants themselves. Stories af.
the custoxs observed in travels in different parts of Norway and in Swe
den, would be told. And there were not a few experiences tolz from per-
sonal contact with people of all sorts of nationalities in this coun-
try, and situations that arose out of misunderstanding the landuade of
the people encountered.

Soretimes it happened that in the circle cight be one or more that
could sing entertainingly some popular song, while the others listened,
but such occasicns were rather rare, Music and singing d4id not play a
rajor part in these winter evening gatherings. Of course many matters
of the hurdrun, family interest would come up for talk, naturally enoug
kut watters such as I have described; gave a special character to the -
sessions of the Veblen household. _

This was partly owing to the happy plan followed in building the hou;
whereby the whole farily had only a single logical dathering place.
There was the spacious living room, with the broad and deep fireplace,
for which there need be no econonizing of fuel, which was present in
tairly embarrassing abundance. Rere was abundance of roor for all. Ther

was no need nor inducement to divide the fanily between the sitting
rocz and kitchen, according to tastes and occupation. The arrangement
in our house invited all to share the society of the whole housekold
togetker. A more wodernly planned hore, with its greater number of
rcons, favoring differentiation of ¢roups and pursuits, would have pro;
gzoted a quite different fanmily 1life, with less solidarity and communityf
of sentizent. '
It ray be said that the folks carried out an old acquired and inher-
ited dnstinct fron the honeland. while the winter evenings are proverb-
ially long in the north sectizon of our country, they are cuch londer in
central Norway. The Latitude of Vanitcwoc is 44: while that of central
Valdres is A1°, The Zay in winter is there much shorter; and the hours

during which may be done cut of Zoors are sc few, that much cf tre

¥: ; i ies into the long nicht time.
waking ani WOTkKips tire nmust be carried 1
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‘The resulfing night-tiresqssion that:hﬁs.gnqwn out of this need
has produbed the institution~of the "kvzldsete™ as it is there called
It means literally, evening sitting. And it inplies or connotes that =
gedentary part of the evening that follows the outdoor Zay and precedes
bedtine. In other words, it is what we try to express by “the long
winter evening" but for which we have no detinite word. (In Horlsbygd-;
ing, kvzldsete, :indefinite; kvaldseta, kvzldsetun, the Kv.; kv&ldseto,.y
kvxldsetudn, plural). o
The 1inherited feeling¢ ot a home of the family as a corzon hall may |
have grown out of this eventide part of the active waking time, as a |
fitting period comnmon to the family or household. T have a feeling akin
to thie fron some of the saga traditions. At any rate, I feel that the
cormunity of habit ana sentiment engdendered by the kvzljseto in the old-
Town of Cato house had s happy influence on the Veblen Family; and pro-j

i

roted a certain solidarity. -
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As previously noted \LJBU all cattle and other farm aniwals ran -
at larde; and they were fenced out of all cultivated land. Even pigs .=
'and sheep were allowed freedom. Put on account of the risk to sheept,
which were not fit to fend for therselves, they hud to be pastured.
this was one reason that not many sheep were kept in the settlement
in its early history. A single sheep would be kept in the honestead
yard as a sort of pet animal; or at most two or three such might be . ..
cared for, as a source to supply wool for the knitting of mittens and
stockings. There was very little weaving done in the settlement, ex-
cept by mother; and only a very few had loous.

Pigs were denerally abundantly able to take care of themwselves at’
large. each farm's flock of hogs fought off all stray pigs that invad-
ed the zone they had set apart for themselves, about their cwn hore-' -
stead. They centered easily enough about the trough in which they were.
fed the swills fromw the kitchen. Rut the main part of their feed they
procured by rooting among the trees of the nearest timber; and thesde
pigs were of a mcre randy growth than the hogs of the fancy breeds of
today. They could outrun most other farn eninals; and the battles be-
tween the fighting leaders of different flocks, were fought with a-
fierceness that can nct be easily descrived. In the fall of the ygar'f{
they 2ot very fat from feeding on acorns, but especially on tbe_abuun¥£
dant beech mast, or nuts, which literally covered the ground under the
beech trees; and beech constituted about half of the timber in our
neighborhood. The >are of the pids constituted no problem, except in
so far as they had a g¢ift for discovering holes in famnces that admit-
ted ther into forbidddn fields. A pig was not allowed at large until
he had reached & certain agde.

The cows and calves on a farr usually st §gi§ly well, and were
led by the bell cow, which was chosen to bear the bell for her size or
for her pgrowess or cleverness. Any particular flock was located, in- the
tismber by the tone of its bell. An effort was always made to secure a
bell that had a tone distinctive from all the other bells in the region;
1t is reslly incredible what ability to distinguish between cowbella,;}
and to identify bell cows, the boys developed who herded the cows.»}ndg
in addition they acquired an uncanny ability to deterzine the directioﬁ
in which a ¢iven bell sounded. To understand the difficulty to be-over-

come it must be boree in mind that the timber was so thick that gen--
erally a cow cwld not be seen uore than a half-dozen rods away, unless

togde
uck,

it happened to be in a glen such were of rare occurrence. The cows of
a given flock acquired a similar skill in identifying their particular
bell; for thep ramded so far spart irc tpe tinber and underbrush that
they could keep together as a distinct flock only by keeping within
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hearing of their own bell. And at that,jggve:al flock would be .inter-.
ringled or overlapping. Apparently flocks made no effort to keep apar
or-to themselves; but if the bell cow was driven or led away the neg-
bers of the flock took up the march in the sare direction. There w»ere
cases of a sort of brcachiness in cows, which lost themselves, and o
caused trouble by refusing or failing to stick to their own bel} COW.}S
Such cows scuetimes bore an individual bell by which they cou%ﬁgeﬂde75;
tected and identified. e

During the winter and earliest spring the cattle were turned out to .
browse on the "brush™ from the tree tops that were felled in clearing -
land . The twigs and smaller branches, as they were triwmed frow the -
felled tree were piled into huge brush-piles. At these piles the ani-
rals fed on the buds and smallest twigs quite to repletion on sunny
days. Even the wild deer would come into the clearings to browse on the
brushpiles. 1 have seen them mingle with our cows about the same piles:
of brush, : ‘ :

Put as soon as the frost was out of the ground vegetation started a- %
pong the timber, which tempted the cattke out to feed upon it, probably
the youndest small twigs, at first; but grass drew also in scant tufts,
and they soon found a sufficiency of feed, grew sleek and the cows gave
good messes of milk. At first the cows would not rande far fron hcme,hjg
and it required no great effort to drive them haze to the barnyard,tiﬁﬁ‘
which they were shut up for the night. ‘

Fut as the sumner advanced the hxrding and bringing home of the cows
becaxze more of a jroblem. While they at first would generally return
to the yard of themselves, for the salt that was sprinkled out for h
ther, and the cows to the milking, as the summer advanced they would
range further into the timber and would become indifferent to coming
hore for the night. This would happen especially if the weather turned
storazy, in which case they would seek a sheltered spot and lie down'fot.
the night.

When we caze into the settlement we not only cane into the far north
edde of the Valdris settlement, but in the edge of the them settled: .~
land. Back, north, of the river road flowed the river, about a mile;a;Q
way. The settled eighties of Amunds, Veblen, and McGlaughlend, ani tbé;
settlers further westreached approximately to within half a mile of*tﬁé
stream; and beyond the river was wild land, all heavily timbered and b
guch of it hilly, for miles. In this region was open drazind through
which the cows of our whole neighborhood ranged. It was the occupation
of the boys who were not old enouéh for real farm work but larde enough
to know the woods, tc herd the cows and bring then homwe at night. '

The several bcys on the neightoring farms had become trained in:this

and had developed a systemx and technigue and skill in "watching the
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cows". All these boys were older than I, when in my eighth year I beQWH
cane charged with watching ours. Some of them had been hired by fam -
lies that had not boys of suitable ade; and in some cases one boy might?
have the care of the cows of two or three near neighbors. In the afters:
noons the six or eight boys would meet at the river back of our eighty '

First we located our respective bells, generally in the hills north’
of the river. The task then was to keep account of the direction and -
distance of the bells, until it became time to start the flocks hoze,
Meantime the boys would be occupied in activities of various kinds. I -
had never learned to swim; and these boys were all good swimmers. Much:
tize was spent in the river at any one of several good swimning places.
1 can not remember just how I leerned; but I 'soon found myswimming with’
the rest and soon, like ther, had no thought of keeping within "touch- .
ing bottom™ depth, which any small boy tyro was obliged to do. |

For one thing we becane zasters at throwing stones far and straight.i
Qur group was singularly free from bullies, and there were no fights or
quarrels, except when we encountered the boys from the Mills. Eut they
were too few to give us any serious trouble. There were some steep and.
hills on either side of the stream; and the ability we developed to run g
races up these hills was notable. Often the endurance thus acquired wa=
useful in racing fractious heifers and steers that might refuse to gt
cross the often swollen strear on the way home in the evening, and uoulc
rake their best spped back up the hill on the north side of Mc Kee's -
landing, at whick was our usual fording place for the cows. This was 5
below the rapids called Cato Falls, at which in ticwe a dar was built
and wills erected by the Newells and Evanses. 5

Another matter in which the boys came to be skilled, was the haudling
of the dug-out canoes made by the Indians that fished along the riverﬁﬁ
There were reservations on Lake Winnebago far west, and toward Green. ?'
Bay in the north. The principal thorcughfare between them was by way,
in part, of that part of the river road that traversed our settlement.:
The first years we lived there, Indians very frequently traveled along“
the road past our house; and at one time the entire quarter mile acroag
the farm seered filled with Tndian men, squaws, dogs, ponies, pappoose-
hurrying eastward. The first years there were wany Indian camps in the

timber back of us., We boys saw them daily, and visited their camps,}v_
They used dug-out canoes, round bootored, and very narrow of beam,;Bnﬁﬁ
they were very thin and light. Two or tnree that had come down streamy.
perhaps lost further up the river, had been secured by the cow- watchin
gild of boys, and others that used to con¢redate about the swizring
places; and these canoes we kept in hiding and used, and learned the*éﬁ
trick of paddling them without upsetting, which was no m@an accomplishﬁ
ment, as could be deronstrated by detting such as were not used to tbem
to try jeddiing theu. They wouli'l- sure Lo upsel,

.‘1_\



74
As the wild land became occupied and the ¢grazing became more limitéd“i
as after the development of Cato Falls, the number of flocks .in the

tizber fell off., I grew too large to waste my working ability in watche
ing cows; but my brother Orson never got into the herding to any ex-}ﬂ
tent. The west eighty, which had been bought, was fenced in and the cétA
tle were pastured there the last years of our residence in Town of Cato.
For the boys that got experience in herding cattle in the uimber it@
proved a valuable training in woodcraft that developed resourcefulnesi
in a number ot directions, not to speak of the hardening and toquening
of the physique by the sometimes strenuous outdoor life, S

In the beginning the Indians were quite numerousduring the spring and
summer. Of course they were peaceful and harmless, though they could. be
annoying bedgars at times. Many an Indian was fed at our house. Both'
ren and squaws peddled various trinkets. The staple article offered lps
baskets, large and srall, made out of bast or the thin split ash. Some-
times the ash splints bad been dyed in bright colors, making checkered%
patterns. They proved neat and convenient receptacles to carry; and
gerved especially to carry our school lunches in.

In time the Indians confined therselves more strictly to their res-
ervattions and ceased carcfing in the tinber; but even as late as the .
close of the war bands of them strolled about the settlements, and oc-.
casionally became noisome by reason of drunkenness. 5

when we noved from Town Thirteen we had only one ox-team and one wa-:
gon; but after beginning operations in Town of Cato s second teamr be- -
came a necessity, and this involved the need of an additiéonal wagon,
To supply this father got in touch thh GCylbrand Hanson, who waslﬁkkil-
ed wagon-raker and had established bimhjust east of Clarks Mills,/ He '
was a single man; and his house was a conbined residence and shop. He =
had a-lathe on the first floor, which was driven by a large wheel on
the second floor and belted to the lathe below. The wheel was turned by
a helper, and by hand, of course. ° o

The wagon was made during the winter. Father worked on the making of
this wagon as Culbrand's assistant. At tiges Haldor also belped to
drive the lathe, 1 have reason to believe. When the woodbnork had been
done Beoyer Amunds "ironed™ it. But in assisting Gubrand (as we Yaldr;pg
es called Gulbrand) father had learned the process so fully that he ;
afterward mwade our first bgogx and in 1864 made two wagons, that he
took along to Minnesota and,served us there for a long teru of years.
The finest white oak timber, suitable for wagonmaking ¢rew in abundance
on the farm. T

.

‘v



A?)

At first, in Manitowoc Cp., father hired the threshiing of the g:aiﬁ
done by the machine that threshed for the neighbors. It was a larde,
eight horse power threshejof the walking-power type. It threshed rap :
idly, and well enough. But the assembling of a crew sufficiently larget;
work such 8 wachine for the few hours that it took to do the small  ‘
jobs that the settlers generally had, seemed to father a wasteful and .
objectionable way of threshing for farmers in such circumstance. Ee- '.u
gsides the large number of horses were iile during the relatively long =
time consumed in moving and setting up the machine, in changing from
one job to the next. As a conseguence these larde machines rade a high
charge for their work, :

He thought a smaller machine could successfully compete with the
large machines,,even at a :lower charge; and he looked .into the satter
to such purpose that he procured a two-horse power thresher. It was
"The Combined Thresher and Winnower", manufactured by Wheeler, Melick
% Co., of Miller's (?), Falls, N. Y.

The machine was driven by the sort of hores -power that drove thtthrsh.
er described as used in Sheboygan Co. (B. \5) in which the horses ,
walked up an inclined plane, consisting of an endless track that drove.
a wheel belted to the cylinder of the thresher. This Wheeler, Nelick &
Cc, "separator™ blew the chaff out of the threshed grain and delivered'“
it separated frox straw and chaff. When the machine was set up for op-
eration, the separator was set on the bgfn floor, and the horsepower
stood at such a distance before it as the length of the driving belt
required. If the mwachine was operated out of doors, a platform of planks
was laid on the ground and the separator set on it.

For transporting the pbwer)Gubpand-Hanson rade a special truck, or
wagon, somewhat wider than an ordinary wagon, so as to hold the some-
what wide power. When the power was set up for operation, the forward
pair of wheels, with the tongue and draft gear, was removed, and the -
power given its incline by resting on the rear wheels at one end, while
the other end rested on the ground. To move or transport the machine .
the separator was loaded into the power on its truck..It zade a very
compact outfit, requiring but small space. o

This thresher was bought while the barn still stood south of the road
but after the stables wing of the ell, north of the road had been built
or was building; that is, the surxmzer, 1857, or perhaps 1858. Until this
tire we had used only oxen for traction on the farm. The patient, slow-

provindg, but strong oxen were bettér‘aiapted to the work axong the stumps
of the first years of the clearinge than were the quicker but more fm-
patient and high-spirited horses, About this time some of the older sets
tlers, who had preceded us by several years, had précured horses and
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were using them on the road and for such farm work as theywere adapted y
to. PBut no farmer in the timber country could dispenxe with oxen for:
the first years' operations in the stupmp-filled clearings.

For the operation of the threshing machine father had to have horses.g
First he bought a medium sized gray mare, named Sippy. She was a heal--:
thy animal, high- -spitited and quich in her motions. She had a peculiar
dislike of Indians, and was almost‘unmanageable when any of them were ¢§
about and appeared ready to attack them. Later he bought a blach mare,
Fanny, of the same weight. She was an uncomronly géntle and steady: an~
imal, very gentle as a saddle horse, while Sippy had a harsh gait,; and
was not in favor for horseback riding. They were a well-matched teap
in harness. They proved well adapted to driving the thresher. ,

The threshing machine proved a decided success. First of course our
own grain was thresshed. The whole machine might be operated entirely
within the barn; and rainy weather did not interfere with its running,’
as with the other machines. A small crew sufficed, which found favor
with both waster and mistress of farm households. Its working capacity
was about one-fourth ot the large machines; but jobs were small and
a farmer's threshing would be done in two or three days for even the
oldest settlers. _

The performance at our own threshing pleased the neighbors so well. ..
that father had steady work threshing out in the settlement until so,.ﬁ
late in the season that he wished to guit before all jobs were done tha
were waiting. He even thresshed as late as after New Year's soue win-;
ters. All the help required was himself and a youth to measure the '
grain and tend the machine, oil it and the like. As helper he employed
Nils Gilbert, who in the war became Lieut. Gilbert.

So popular did this threshing outfit become, especially with the 'sma
lest"farzers, that he was obliged to Keep oncmuch lateafhan he wished.v
pAfter the war had begun and Nils Gilbert had enlisted, ather hired as
helper Knut Jomre. That winter they thresbed until late in the winter,
and for the most part for Irish settlers, northwest of us, even as far:
as fifteen riles away. .

In time father tired of threshing out, and perhaps felt that he realg
1y did not need, economically, to undergo the rather strenuous work: 1t
proved to be. The last two or three years of our residence on the’ fagg
he used thé machine only for ourown threshing, amrd 1id not thresh out '3
at all
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After father had bought horses he provided a buggy. This he madg'fq 2
the most part bimself; but fot professional advice and a little help
from Gulbrand Hanson. Fanny was the favorite bugdg¢y horse. This was the
first buggy owned by any farmer in our part of the settlement. Of courqﬁ
bugdies were used by such as the minister and one or two residents at-
the Mills., But this was the first buggy on any farm in our neighborhooi;

The possession of a budgy and a buggy-horse like our Fanny, made for "
increased sociability on the part of our parents. They could go to!- g
church much more comfortable. Errands could be done mwuch more expedi- "
tiously. Mother could go to see frinds she was interested in mwore ‘than
before. She never got confidence in her ability to drive, and I often
drove Fanny for her. Along the established highways this was easy and -
pleasant. Fut along some of the settlewent roads driving the budgy was-
excruciating. There was a dood deal of swamp country through which
roads were in process of development. Through swamps corduroy roads
were built. When a corduroy had been conpletely finished it would be a-
good and attractive road enough. Butgenerally such a road might be yedr
in the nakingd. :

Meantine it wight be serving in its own excruciatine way as reans.
of traffic. The foundation of this class of road consisted o% ioés or~
large poles, cut in lengths the witth of the road, and laid tightlyandj
transversely of the road, and forwing a sort of floor of the round : "j
poles. Next the road was built up by covering the corduroy with earth, -
vhen sufficient earth had been packed hard and ssooth on the logs, it ;
made a good road through the swampy land., Fut it wight that all the re-
source of the road district might barely acéoaplish,as wuch laying the:
.corduroy one year, covering up the logs mig¢ht have to wait a year or ;
two, before it could be corpleted.

In the reantime necessity would be so great that, impossible as it .
may seexm, the bare corduroy would have to be used. With the patient o1~
en unbelieveable things could be done, and they could be wade to draw
loads over the bare logs. Such a road mother and I encountered on a
trip we were making to visit a friend, Halstein Fystro, who was lying ¢
sick. Fanny picked her way over in her patient way. The logs were of- a*
thickness that spaced themw so the front wheels passed the summit of a
log while the rear wheels were at the lowest in the valley between‘pnqé
ther pair. Thus the buggy was rocked violently up and down in front_ada
rear; and the prcdgress that the mare made seemed just right to make )
this rocking motion as violent as could be. .

Several times cur bugdy was porrowed to haul invalids or people hurt
in accidents. John Gilbert en_listed in the first call for volunteers
in the war, that for the hundred day nen. He was hurt in the first Bull
Run battle (I think it was), He caue ncre "on furlow™. He had man@ged'zy'
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qésas far on his way home as about Ralf from Manitowoc and home. Therej‘
stopped unable to ride farther:in the lumber wagon he had got a ride
in; but had got a message sent his parents. His rother came to our
house at daybreak on the Sunday wotning it was, and begged father to}
go and fetch him in the buggy, which of course he did.

In the fall of 1864, when father made his trip to Minnesota to buy .
land in Rice County. He drove Fanny and the buggy to Fund du Lac, thei:
nearest point at which he could take a train to take him westward; ahd*
1 accompanied him to drive the buggy home the next day. Evédn by the .
*angling"” Calumet road the distance was 42 miles, as I remewber it. But
Fanny made it nicely each way in a day. As we were driving along the -
road in the beautiful farming country sloping west into Lake Winnebaga,
we encountered one of the original hitch-hikers. We caught up with a
14 or 15 years old, well dressed boy, who limped most awfully; and as
he stopped us to ask for a ride his face showed that his foot (or soxe-
thing) was causing the most excruciating pain. He was doing to "Chee- '
dy", a few miles further on. We gave him a seat on a bag iin the buggy.Q
box behind the seat. When a little later he got out at Tachedah, he. rai
lightly up to a house before which he had asked us to stop. Father made
a brief remark at the short time it had taken hin to get cured of his
lameness.

It was during the evening of our stay in Fond du Lac, that father 7%
bought me Andrews's Latin Granmar and Ceasar, as previously related, to
start we in the classics, with a view to entering college.. Fanny and:’
the budgy were retained to the very day of our departure from the farm
ir July following. But Sippy was sold to Rev. George Olson, who had
settled down as preacher to a Danish congregation at New Denmark, notﬁ;
far from GCreen Bay, and who had always greatly admired the mare, a8'he§
had been riding her soretimes while he was "colporting"” religious 1it= |
erature in his student days. I rode Sippy out to Mr., Olson's one day,fﬁ
late in the fall, (§A4, to deliver her to him; but bare-back except fdr
a sack tied on her back. Tt made ze scmewhat stiff; for Sippy had a i
harsh gait. After a night's entertainnent at the Olsons' I walked hom
the following day, arriving tired and hungry while the folks were at.
supper. ;

It may be pertinent ﬁaZf the saddle was not so}pd either with Qippy oé
Fanny, but taken.aloug to Minnesota, where it was often used on another
Fanny, which was a most gentle and attractive riding horse, and a wor-;

thy successor to the Centle Fanny cof Manitowoc memwory,
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Any one seeing the region of the Manitowoc County Valdris‘qettlemégﬁ;
at present with nothing to obscure the horizon, except planted groves,”
orchards, and stately residences, and with good roads traversing the cgu
try in all directlona, and every square mile yielding to modern ways of:
cultivation, will find ‘it hard to believe that seventy years ago, it
was all covered by the densest and heaviest timber to be found anywher
in the midwest. That the view was limited, except up, to the conflnes_%
of clearings of a few acres in area, ncne affording a clear view of a i
half mile. The eye everywhere met the giants of the forest, with the
spaces in between filled closely with large and small tiwber and youn-
ger ¢grovth , so dense that the timber growth that limited the clearings
forred & practically solid wall that returned the words of any call '
with the sharpness of echo that mountain-sides produce.

"The swamrp" could not be passed or crossed except in winter., The

"iarshes" about the river and its tributaries could be crossed only

at the time they were flooded deep enough to allow canoes to traverse
the tlags and rushes. There were two drcwnings in the marshes that I
renexber. There were the terrible makeshift corduroy roads. Fut the
settlers went around the swarp if they must go to the other side; and:
they kept away fror the marshes. Until the time caue, late in the bis-”
tory of the county, when the swarps and warshes were drained, the qarly
settlers at any rate confined their activity to the dry land, of decidi

uous timber. i
The important matter to settlers was to get the land cleared, and as;
soon and fast as possible. Each settler would devote his time and ener-
gy to clearind as many acres as he could during the year. If he could
ranage it he hired clearing done. This was done by the day; or it might
be by the acre. Young¢ men would clear land for others and save their '§
earnings to get the means of starting for themselves. i
In our settlement I never saw a saw used to fell trees. It was done
by the axe; and first a vedgershaped cut was made on one side of the.
tree, say, half way through, Then a sizilar cut was made on the opp
side until a straight streak of wood rexained; and when this got narrég
or thi§ nough to allow the tree to topple over, it would come down ,ji'
a crash that in the case of three or four foot tr3te would shake the
earth like a srall earthqua(ﬁ The chopper's art and skill needed to‘be
such that he could determine to ¢reat nicety, by starting his cut arigh
the direction in which in which the tree should fall. Tf he failed in~
this the tree might be tung up by cetting tangled with standing treea,u
and this was always a 2ifficult matter t¢ straighten out. The sole cons
trol that the chopper hai over tne directicn of the felling lay in cut-
ting cecrrectly at the staxp. For one thing, he must select such a bed :
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as to give him freedom of spce in trimming away the branches and .in
cutting it into proper lengths for the "logging”.

pranches that were not too large to be handled were piled .into a
brushpile, ot course at the site of the crown of the felled tree. Ergch-
es that were too larde and heavy to pile up, must be cut into smaller o
sections and piled. Other individual trees would be felled toward the
sare brushpile, so as to have their brush piled on:.it. A good chopper
would avoid cluttering up his clearing with many small brushplles,.for;'
these would make logging difficul&. The stems of trees must be cut into’
mangeable lengths for logging, a sort of acg pted standard length.

One sees that clearing land had its peints.critical requirement; as
well as points of art and skill that would enable the chopper to woork
efficiently. Skillful choppers would generally prefer.to take jobs by~
the measured acre; and then the price would depend on the density and
character of the tinber to be cleared. The guestion of cutting a certai
portion into fence-rail lengths, would enter into the account. A stan-"
dard height of stumps might, and would, be insisted on as not to be ex-
ceded for saplings and szall trees. The job wust be done .in a workman-
Like ranner.

sfter the timber had been cleared, the brush might first be burned,if
it had become sufficiently dry. Put it happened that lodging was done'i
with the brush still in piles. A logging crew would consist of an ox-[f
tear with its driver and at least four men. at times, and in heavy tim?
ber five loggders night make up a creww; and of course in handling the
heaviest logs the driver's aid might be called in. The teamr was equip-
Ped with a logging chain, fastened at the point of traction of the
yoke. The lodging chain was nade of short links, and ended in a large.
hook. The logs were "snaked"™ by wrapping the chain about the end so_asf
to forr a sort of slip-nocse about the log end, by hooking the hook ove
the loop of the chain. A pile baving been started, logs are added by .
peing snaked up beside the pile, and being rolled upon it by the crew, -
until it has been built up as larde as can be conveniently done by the
crew, The loggers are armed each with a handspike, consisting of a i
szooth pole of the requisite strenght to avcid bending or springing, - ﬁ
say three inches thick, and somewhat wedde- -sharpened at the end. Tbese%
are used as prying and lifting levers. Of course skids are used as may
be found serviceable. Strength is a prime requisite in a logger, as et
well as skill in applying strength efficiently. The action of a Qcodrl;
logging crew in &Ctlnqurovides a first-class exhibition of human ’~ .{

power and prowess as‘'can be seen in any game or sport. ,
Fewer than four meK‘can not handle lods in lodging. A settler could

hire extra help to make up a crew; .and nmuch lodging was done thus by a.
sinele team and crew. Father d4id uuch and nost, of his logging by hir
. ) VAN , 4
ing a couple of men to make a-ghaa-with hirself and Haldor. This hikoun

s
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pore desbrable and economical than resorting to a loggindg-bee, as was
the practice of a large number of settlers, though he participated in
logging-bees, or sent his team or a man to many a bee,. and would have
been fully entitled to similar help in return. The truth is that he and.
Haldor were so sirong and knew how to apply their strenght, besides: be-
in¢ more than ordinarily efficient planners of work, that a crew of- 5;
which they were the directing and leading pair, woulf far exceed ang
crew working in a bee .in performance.

I believe that a couple, or very few tirnes, he asked a team or two
to torr a small bee to assist him. Eut it was only such as he had him- .-
self helped so much as to be abundantly entitled to their return of
help. Father had no taste for the exciterent and fuss incident to log-.
ging~bees.

4 logging bee would usually bring together a large nunber of teams
and men. It would be a sort of social function, at which several fami~ .
lies would cooperate with the family that held the bee. The housewife
would provide a ¢great feast of good things for the gathered men; and .in
this her friends in the rneighborhood assisted her with their help. In
fact a logging bee not only assewbled the men-strength of the country-
side, but a large part of the womnen, especially those sost socially .in-
inclinéd and energetic; sc that the occasion becare a general community
rerrymaking, Whiskey was cheap and was sold at every store, without any
requirerent of license; and enough of il was expected to be supplied: tq
satisfy all reasonable desire.<§o logging bee of rempectable propor-Azg
tions would be conducted uitﬂ¢ﬁav1no a ran circulating the bottle and -
slass and affording plentiful opportunity for the slaking of any thirst
There was an individual in the settlement who could fill this position
with great efficiency; and he usually served all the large logging’ bee&
He was & man of extraordinary readiness at repartee, and kept the hard
working crews in cheerful mood. In the evening, after the sweating . and
tired wotkers had been washed up and fedr¥§e well-prepared food, and
the bottle and glass still circulating, a Fiddler was usually handy wit
‘hls instrument and on the cleared floor the dance would proceed some-ri

fl ate or even early hcurs. Thus besides being a cooperative institq-
tiod, the logging bee was a function of daity and good cheer. The trou-
ble was that the Veblens were not jevoted to that sort of stimulated 4;
saity sufficiently to care ¢reatly for it. It happened once that Haldor
participated in such a logging bee. When the dancing began Haldor got-
his lantern tnat he had taken tc light hin hone, and some one attezpted
tc hinder him trom going so early. It was told that Haldoé%at the man
down so firmly on a bench by the door that the fellow thought he had
better not try turther to detain him. "His hand is heavier than I like"
he corrented..
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After the logging the piles of logs were burned, and the ground was;
cleaned for the planting, by raking up and burning all leaves, chips,;
and any other rubbish that the former operations might have left amon
the stumps. Practically every square foot had to be raked over, all
rubbish was burned, After the clearing had been cleaned .in this way, -
'grain, usually wheat or it might be rye, was sown or scattered by band.
Then the grain was harrowed in, or more properly, it was dragged in, °

The harrow used in new clearings, was a “"drag", which was shaped
like a capital A, zade of two pieces some six or seven feet long, reet-
ing at an acute angle and held apart by cross-piece, making the maxi—;'

rur width some four feet. In the side-pieces were driven several sharp
iron teeth. The drag was drawn by the ox-team, as well as could be be-
tween the stumps, criss-cross until the surface was s0 scratched thaf
the grain was more or less fully covered by the scratched up soil. Bome
times the drag encountered stumps so near together that .it could not
pass; the driver then would 1lift up one side or Limb, and hold 1t up
till the drag had advanced into open ground, when he would drop,it flat
and continue on.f11 srall growth, saplinds, and small trees were-cut )
as close as could be to the ground. But on the roots lett by this trim-
ming, as well as on roots running out fror large stumps, the drag, on. .
{ts five or six long teeth would dance a fantastic and wild dance; so
that the only s£¥e place for the driver was well up by the heads of the
oxen. He would ‘stay there, too, except when the drag got stuck between
stumps and it became necessary to lift up one side of the drag to pass.
it through,

This process would be carried out on winter clearinds that were log=-

ged in spring, in time for spring wheat. But on sumzer clearings, logged
in the fall winter wheat was sown, which of course was harvested next
season. Winter wheat usually ripened earlier than the spring wheat and
was first bharvested. On the earliest suwm@r clearings, if they were '
logged as early as the beginning of July, a crop of rutabaga and tur-
nips would be sown. Besides the feed value of such a crop, this use of.
the grounéd prevented the growing of weeds on the cleared AEOUR and. i
helped in making it specially fit for a crop of spring grain.

The drain grown on new cleared Zround was quite free from weeds of
all sorts, and presented an ideally clean appearance. Locking out ove Q
a first-crop tield of rye or wheat, one saw only the waving, absolutelz
clean grain, which concealed the nany stunps frow view.” Such s field,
of g¢olden-ripe drain, likely bounded on all sides by the tall and thick
forest, was a sight to g¢gladden the struggling settler, and left impres-
sions that he could not forget.

The grain wae cut with a cradle, and cutting around the stumps cight

be a precarious matter. Unless the cradler took dood careyhe wight 'snap
It reqguired both strength and

off a cradle "finder"™ or even the blag
e
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and skill to do clean cradling amozﬁthe stumps of a new field; and.
there would be situations that the most expert créier could not reach,:
A sickle might be found useful to secure such leaJ&ngs. The cé&ler laid
the grain in a continuous windrow ready to be raked into bundles and
bound. Norwegian settlers made every effort thgy could to build barn
for housing the harvested grain. This was quite necessary because of
the need of shelter under which to thresh with flails; and open stack
were ditficult to keep safe in case of storms. Norwegians had not ac-
quired the knack of building ¢grain stacks in the home-land, as grain 3
never wus stacked there except in case of extraordinary need. But Iris@

ettlers guite frequently stacked grain, which was in accord with pnaé:
féc?reland, as told by them.

The usual proceedure was to sow tiwothy along with the first grain
crop. This produced a crop of hay, egnerally for two years following a
crop of ¢grain. Or a year might be given to pasturing sheep on the tim-r
othy sod. Either method would help in the further cultivation of a clea
ing. It would be impossible to plow a clearing irmnediately following
the first crop, because all rcots and stumps would still be too fresh.

Curing the two or three years of drain and hay culture the sraller
stuzps and exposed or superficial roots wculd be rotting and becore
brittle. The snmallest stumps might become so rotten that they could be-
knocked out; and the roots at or near the surface to a large estent be
came so brittle as to break before the plow. Plowing a field for the
first was a strong man's work)in the frequent lifting of the necessariw
1y heavy plow. Ard only the patient and deliberate ox could be used for
such plowing. At the best that could be done/the first plowing of a 3
clearing was a sorry looking result, being done among rost of the
sturps that the chopper had left.

Cradually the sturps decayed so that they could be knocked over, :
Large stumps of cak and other resistent varieties would take many yqaré
to become rotten enough to gc without a lot of work put on their remov{
al. Our first eighty was rapidly cleared; about half of it in two or P
three years, say in 1857; but only portions of the eighty were sturp-
free by 1965, when we moved away. No farmer in the settlerent had yet

begun to use wmowing or reaping machines, though by that time such ; &
coze into use in -the prairie country, as in Minnesola, where we settle
on our moving from Manitowoc Co. .

The stumps were dealt with by allowing them time to rot. They could
have been removed by blasting or by ¢rubbing, no doubt., But as long as*
we farned there, the problem of cléaring'the land was still was a major
requirenent, so that it was better policy to devote man-power to i&and;
let natural processes,of rotting, take care of stump removal. Nature N
was taking care of the stumps, if slowly, while human effort was requif

._.".

%
10 desl with the timber,
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Socially the settlers were in close contact. Much more so than'tthe%f
paririe settlers, where each family, or settler, "took"™ at least a ;
quarter section. In the timber country, as in Manitowoc County, a ma
could at best clear not many acres a year; unless he had money with
which to hire assistance in clearing. :But most immigrants were poor ;
and if they could procure the means of acquiring a forty they might
consider therselves well off as beginners. A forty of land provided
gufficient outlet for a ‘strong ran's energy for many years ahead. So
zany settled on a forty. An eighty would be the maximum of the parcel
on which any one settled in the tinber, except in case a man came with
money to invest in land. There were very few such among the Valdrilses,
or the others who came into the Manitowoc timber to farm.

Thus it was that the majority of the settlers .in our neighborhood
farzed forties; and there were those that began with only half a forty.
As there was no farwing land lying idle as far as the settlement reach
ed at the time of our coring, the distances between homes and the sur«
rounding clearings was srall, and intercourse was easy to keep up. :
This was true at all seasons. In the forests no blizzards, such as Qaf

ried the prairies, ever were felt. Snow might drift in the largest :f
clearings; but snowdrifts rarely obstructed the roads. This accessibiiﬁ
ity at all times invited and proroted social intercourse; and natural~f
ly zade for public spirit and a high level of intellidence in the com7
zunity. This would be true of the whole Valdris settlement, like allﬁk

. _A‘a‘.

Manltowoc corxxunities,
This comparity density of population stimulated interest in schools,
and there was no little rivalry between districts., Clarks Mills had an
advantage over the farmer districts in haviing some families where the
children had leiisure to go whenever the districh could afford to have,
school going., At the "corners®, north of the VMills schuol was kept go{
ing nire months; and of course it made a leading educational centre,:
This rivalry expressed itself especiglly in the time-honored institu-
tion.of spelling schools. At the Mills were ¢ood spellers; but as usu-
ally happens, when there is a prominent chappion, the crowd leuwe 'itﬁ
to him to achieve the glory for them, and nedlect the tfaining of‘thei
own prowess, The champion speller in the Mills school was Nathan Oakes
Murphy, who at one time was Territorial Governor of Arizona. In our. f
school Pat Lyons was the best speller; but he was no match for Qaky ’
Vurphy. When I bedan at school, &s I have told, I soon became an ac=-
knowledged leader in spelling; and before long I Zisputed the champi-i
onship with Pat, who was much older. T think he lost interest, or it
may have becore a triviasl watter to a"drown ran? to stand up and Béell
Any way I went to neighboring districts and spelled down their bell-



85

wether spellers. The elder folks of the rival districfs would attend;:,
and during the always generous intermissions, they wogld visfit with“é&
one another in mor?@edate fashion than the lively games that the 'sbhqf
ars”™ indulged in. he fortnightly spelling school was a social func-
tion of prime importance for hﬂﬁayouths and grown-ups.’

At the spelling schools, the two teachers usually present would des-*
fgnate two choosers of sides, fair spellers but not champions. There "
was a toes-up of a copper centko see who should have first choice. A
Then all available spellers weére chosen in turn. One teacher would give
out the words before the intermission. The other for the contest after.
1 was never forgiven by the Clarks Mills contingent, when I spelled Qa-
key down before the intermissionrand repeated the huriliation in the
after-recess contest. For a long time it was not safe for me to appear
alone among the boys at the Mills; and one evening in the dark I got
a "bloody rose" at the Mills.



